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PREFACE. 


* hs 


Cunrsrran READER, 


I rains 1 may call Satan God's a apes 
for 1 the Almighty does from heaven 
above, the devil tries to imitate on earth beneath _ 
only God intends our falvation, and Satan our de- 
ſtructiom If God ſends his angels as miniſtering 
ſpirits, to miniſter to them that are heirs of ſalva- 
tion, Satan transforms himſelf into an angel of light, 
| to imitate them. God ſent Mofes and Aaron— - 
| Satan ſent Jannes and Jambres to counterfeit their 
works. When God ſent perſons in the character of 
prophets into the world, Satan ſent four hundred 
| prophets to one. When God ordered Solomon to 
build him a temple, the devil ſtrewed the heathen 
world with temples. When God ſent prieſts, Satar 
ſent chemarims, Zeph. i 8 When. God. Gorizred f. 
| crifices for Iſrael, then the Gentiles were ſet to offe 
- | facrifices to devils. When God ſent the hig hieſt off 
| : cers (called apoſtles) into the church, then Satan ſery 
6 falſe apoſtles, transformed as the miniſters of righte- 
| i ouſneſs. And, ſoon after God had ſer his King 
A his holy hill of Zion, the devil gave the pope 
his ſeat and great authority at Rome. If the Lord 
makes his miniſters burning and ſhining lights, Satan - 
' ſends others to counterfeit them with his rays 
* =. Take heed,” ſays the Lord, < leſt the light that is 
| A 2 . © : «in I 


Xt 23 — 
e in thes be "TOY if it be, how gent is that 
« darkneſs!” Luke xi. 35. If God bleſſes his chil- 
dren with the full aſſurance of faith, Satan ſets the 
fool to rage and be confident, in imitation of them. 
And, if any be,commiſſioned by the Lord to preach, 
to caſt out devils, and work miracles, workers of 
iniquity plead that they have done the ſame.— 
* Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name; and 
c in thy name caſt out devils, and done many won- 
« derful works? Matt. vii. 22. If love to the 
' brethren conſtrains the primitive ſaints to {ell all that 
they have to ſupply the needs of the righteous, Satan 
fills the hearts of Annanias and Sapphira to imitate | 
them, only to keep back part of the price. If God 
enables his ſervants to ſeal the truth that they have 
_ preached with their blood, it is allowed that a child 
of Satan may give all his goods to feed the and 
his body to be burnt, and yet not have Phy If 
a ſervant of God is liberal to the poor, and a rebuker | 
pu iniquity, Satan's children are Dpwvith theme to 
ep dle is all this waſte ? this ointment might 
| © & have been ſold for three hundred pence, and given 
« to the poor.” John xii. 5. If God orders lambs and 
kids for facrifices, the devil orders children to be 
burnt alive to him—an infant being a ſweeter morſel 
to a devil than the firſtlings of the flock. “ IL 
e facrificed their children to devil.“ Pfalm evi cvi. 37: + - 
D 5 « And made them paſs through the fire to Moloch.“ 
Il er. xxxii. 35, If God raiſes the widow” s ſon, and 
the ſon of the Shunammite, the devil i imitates Him ; 


* 
& a 


ty 


who is the reſurrection and the life, and be to 
bring up Samuel. If God grants his children fel- 
lowſhip with himſelf and his dear Son, the lion of 


the bottomleſs pit ceaſes to rage and roar, and be- 
comes a familiar ſpirit. If prophets predict future 


events by the Spirit of prophecy, Satan's children 


divine, and pretend to the ſame by enchantments, 


aſtrology, and conjuration. If God condeſcends to 


eſpouſe fouls to himſelf as a huſband, Satan turns 


wooer and whoremonger—* and they {hall no more 
« offer their ſacrifices unto devils, after whom they 


« have gone a whoring.” Lev. xvii. 7. If © God 


| « keeps that man in perfect peace whoſe mind is 


« ſtayed upon him,” Satan keeps poſſeſſion of his 
palace and his goods in peace alſo. If the children 


of God are joyful, the way-fide hearers are the ſame. 


If a faint departs this life in freedom from fear and ; 


bondage, the offspring of Satan are up with him 


c The wicked have no bands in their death, theit 


« ſtrength is firm.” Pſalm heriii. 4. If God order 


Moſes to ſmite the waters and curn them into blood, | 


Satan örders his magicians to do the fand 


vii. 22. God calls for frogs, Satan's inftraments 


| Imitate them. Exod, viii. 7. God orders duſt to | 
2 lice, and Satan tried to imitate that; but 

put his hook in his jaws, and baffled the King 
3 darkneſs, and all his Princes, in ny open court 0 
Egypt, by a louſe. 


Then my reader may fip—What ar are we 9 PY 


with ü this es oh ? * the Lord has pro- 
miſed 
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miſed to give us power to tread on ſerpents and 
c ſcorpions, and over all the power of the en 
ec and that nothing ſhall by any means hurt us.” 
Luke x. 19. Nevertheleſs, we muſt uſe. Aaron's . 
* is {till in the hand of our great High Prieſt, 
who is the hope of his people and the ſtrength of the 
children of Iſrael, The rod of power, in the hand 
of Aaron, ſwallowed up all the rods of the magicians. 
And the rod of the Lord's ſtrength, that was ſent 
out of Zion, is the goſpel, by which he rules in the 
midft of Jeruſalem: this rod is the word of Jeſus.— 

« He ſhall ſmite the.carth with the rod of his mouth, 
« and with the breath of his * as he ſlay the 
hy « wicked. Iſaiah xi. 4 | 

Satan deceived the hole world Ee, two hes—Y 
| foal not die, but be as gods. This entitled him to the 
' honour of being the father of lies. And there is no- 
© thing Satan labours harder at than to get poor ſouls 
- to truſt in a lie; for God has declared that he who 
| goes down to the grave with a lie in his hand cannot 

deliver his ſoul; nor *ſhall any. thing enter into the 

_ heavenly Jeruſalem that loveth and maketh & [doc- | 

| — trinal] lie. Hence the Saviour's caution, Take 
c heed how you hear;” and his charge, Hol 
| & that faſt IR, thou haſt, that no man take ti 
e grown;“ and his promiſe, © Becauſe thou" N 

kept the word of my patience 1 will keep thd = 
from the hour of temptation, which ſhall cm 
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upo; 
* the whole earth,” 5 Rev. iii. 10. There is n 


playin 


7 


1 


playing at the hole of this aſp, le in faith; nor any 


truth ; nor of being more than a conqueror, but by 
ſovereign love. Hence you read, © they overcame 
cc him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
cc of their teſtimony ;” 
ce than conquerors through him that hath loved us.” 
But we muſt be valiant for 7r4zh, and ſmite every 
liar with this 70d as far as God is pleaſed by his Spirit 
to diſcover truth to us. The father of lies hates the 
truth, and the king of darkneſs hates divine light. 


I have, in this little treatiſe, reader, been hunting ; | 


an old hereſy, with which I was peſtered and tor- 
mented many years ago: the ſeeds of which have 


lately been revived ; and ſome few, who are known 
to me, are ſecretly leavened with it. I call it a 


hereſy, for ſuch God diſcovered it to me long ſince. 


I have no other end in view, in this work, than to 
diſentangle thoſe that fear God, who may be caught 
in this ſnare: as to others, if God gives them up to 
a ſtrong deluſion, they are ſure to be ſteadfaſt till 


they lift up their eyes beyond the grave. I have 


| ſtuck as cloſe to the ſcriptures as I could in pointing 
out the error, and have ſer truth againſt j it as plainly, 


as clearly, and made the matter as intelligible, as | 
God has been pleaſecl to enable me; though I ex- 


peet lillle ee but reproach for my pains: neverthe- 
ie 1-19 de r and God himſelf revealed it to 


me. Aud I will appeal to every Sabellian's con⸗ 
* 1 holly the nd for confirmation of this 
OK © truth 


and again, ce ye are n 


other way of belabouring Satan, but by the rod of 


W mm 


- 


| | * viii 
. they never got their doctrine from God 
upon their knees, as I got mine. They cannot ay, 
with Paul, that their doctrine is not after men, — 

ED For J received it not of man, neither was I caught 
« it but by the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt ; for it 
<« pleaſed God to reveal his Son in me,” Gal. i. 12, 
16. But, alas, alas! thoſe that know not the pro- 
* _ found deceits of the human heart, and the depths of 
© _ _ - Satan, believe every word; and no wonder, for they | 
; receive not the word at God's mouth, Job xxu. 22. . 
Reader, carefully attend to what I have written; 
and beg earneſtly of God, before thou read it; to 
ſnew thee whether I am right or wrong: then thou 
wilt act a fafe part with thyſelf, and an honourable 
part with me. I am carneſtly contending for the 
doctrine of the Talxrry; the greateſt and grandeſt 
article of © the faith that was once delivered to the 
« ſaints,” and the moſt weighty and moſt dangerous 
matter to be trified with in all the bogk of God. 
That to cauſe the ſimple ſoul to err in the Fountain 
is the devil's maſter- piece I know, by {ad experience 
ol the perpetual buffetings of Satan for ſome years; 
ſior which villany he is here beaten with rods. 
Reader, that God would bleſs thee and keep thee 5 
cauſe his face to ſhine upon thee and be. a unto 
thee, lift up the light of his countenance ip thee 
and give thee peace, is the pager derive of 
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| And thoſe in Connecion with him at Cuarnan, 175 
>. 1 Rs Be in Krxr. 5 5 
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A's FEW days ago a letter was put ind aq 
* Wal, which had been ſent to a Mr. Main, 
2 Toyman, in Bond- ſtreet, (who ſtands in connection 
WS with us) relative to the death of Mr. Veſſey; and | 
in which William Huntington ſtands highly re- 
prehended. This letter, having been ſent among 
many who attend on my miniſtry, has laid me under 
an obligation of taking public notice of it, and aſ- 
ſigning what I think to be ſufficient reaſons for my 
conduct with reſpect to the deceaſed, The charges 
Fo brought againſt me are the following: : 25 
. We now think it our indiſpenſable duty to * 
ec prove that Mr. Huntington s conduct, ſo far as ijt 3 4 
© reſpects Mr. Veſley, i is truly reprehenſible. Dear © 
e fir, I ſhall refer you to the written word : © Judge 
be. not, except it be righteous judgment.” He never 4 
has yet judged righteouſſy concerning him; he . | 
e has been guided by, or has believed, the evidence x” 
= of man, without examining of what ſpirit he was, 
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inſtead of adhering to the written Ford: Be- 
loved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits 
whether they be of God; becauſe many falſe 
prophets are gone out into the world, 1 John 
iv. 1. And in giving judgment, © he that truſts 
in his own heart is a fool.“ Mr. Hunting $ 
hath erred in judgment, he hath never taken 
counſel of the © WOxVDERTUT CouNnsELLOR,' who 
teacheth to profit. The word faith, © He that 
offendeth one of theſe little ones offendeth me.” 
If we know any thing of divine matters, he hath 
c never had acceſs at a throne of grace concerning 
cc the ſubject; et, on the other hand, bleſſed. be 
« God, it has been a means of ſending our dear 
brother Veſſey many times to a throne of grace, . 
e where he has ſeft his burdens; ſo, if he, was caſt * 
= down, it was for our ſakes.  _ ; 
« In the firſt place, the word ſaith, 0 Truſt ye n not 5 
a friend, put ye not confidence i in a guide, Micah 
vii. 5. Mr. Reed, when he joined Mr.. Hunting-" by 
e ton's connection, caſt off all correſpondence with 
& our departed friend, agreeable to his paſtor's ad. 
« vice, and contrary to his experience, Time would 
« fail to quote the various texts that would con- > 
« demn their conduct. Dear fir, our aim in this | 
* epiſtle is to condemn their conduct, not to re- 
probate them as unbelievers, ſo far as it reſpects 
our departed friend. Our reaſon fur this free - 
dom with your addreſs, was from the apprchen- 53 
ſion we had of Mr. Reed's quonſtruing what is 
22 4 = . | OH 
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mY all wrote, SE: Artes or 15 pal E 'te 
a Mr. Huntington Mr. Reed both ſee this | 
"6 11 we can t that theſe are the true ſay- 
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60 Jams BuGats,” 7 e ee, Soha e fi 
FFC VCC 
Gro DAvis, ſenio r 
* ones Davis, Jhior,® eee 


Theſe are the Aae which are n n 
Mr. Huntington: to all which I ſhall reply, and 
appeal to Mr. Johns for his approbation. N 

But & ſhall firſt give a narrative of my e 
ledge of Mr. Veſſey, and then aſſign the reaſons or 
my conduct with. him, which is ſo reprehenſible. 

And to begin—It is now about eleven or ENS. "— 
years figce I firſt went to preach at Sunbury, in Mic 
dleſex, where Mr. Veſſey firſt came to hear me; who 7 
then worked as a carpenter” at Lord Milſington 8 
Aſter ſeeing his face a few times under my miniſtry, 
he came and caught me by the hand, and appeared 
filled with glee and raptures; and indeed I never © once 
law Sim in Ld other frame all the years that I nat 
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him; which has not by the . in which the 41. 
mighty has thought proper Þ lead me; nor do 1 
5 deſire it, for they that are not in the path of tribula 
tion are out of the way, and they er have no 
| chagges fear nof God. 1 
During his attendance on my miniſtry in that 
4 * palace, he frequently came after ſervice and ſpoke to 
me in the ſame light, trifling way, but not with the 
leaſt appearance of ſeriouſneſß; befides, in thoſe 
3 * he had always a young woman by his ſide, a 
perſog without any appearance of religion, with 


whom, as I was informed, he always went home in 
the night; which is not one of the things that ac- 


1 company ſalvation, or that always attend a 2 hg 
iner at his firſt ſetting out in the ways of God. 


time at Sunbury, he came to hear me at Ditton 


portunity of walking with me; at which times he 
aſked me many queſtions about the ſenſe of ſcfip- 
rer but never appeared to me to have the leaſt 


God, but ſimply anſwered his queſtions, viewing 
him no more than a ſeeker. During this time he 
acquainted with a Mr. Butler and a Mr. Stephens, 
nd another young man, all of whom artended 1 me 
at times both at Ditton and Richmond. 
This Mr. Butler had been in a profeſſion (fuch an 
—_. | Goa Was) before ever I knew any thing of the 
# 4 WE. 2 1 5 ITY * 4 1 85 1 
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After he had attended me for ſome Suben de : 


and Richmond, and ſeveral times he took an op- 


nn - fight or ſenſe of fin, nor the leaſt appearance of 
grace; nor did I then ſpeak to him as to a child of 


2 


1 


* t $ 55 
Lord, and before I knew him.” This Ks was the 
moſt puazling character in his profeſſion that ever 


| ſtaggered or confounded me. His gifts and Know- 
ledge of the letter of ſcripture were ſuch as I had 
never ſeen before; He would reprove and rebuke 


every ungodly wretch in the town, when J have 
been as a dumb man, in whoſe mouth are no re- 


proofs ; ; he would carry my feld-pulpit after me, and 
ſet it up before a multitude of the moſt daring ſcof- 
fers and perſebutors, and at the ſame time, to all ap- 
pearance, with the very joys of heaven in | his face, 
While I have followed after him trembling like a 
criminal in chains. He would run over the . 
tures by the hour, when I have not had a word of 
truth in all my thoughts. He was very conſcien- 
tious, and eſteemed for his honeſty wherever he 
worked; and, when his day's work was done, he 
would fit down and ręad and ſtudy the ſcriptures, , 
chiefly the hiftorical part. His garden lay up to the 
ſhoulders in weeds, ſeldom or never dug or plantedy 
he would not ſpend any of his leiſure time but in the 
word of God; and, if at any time he ſaw me in an 
evening planting my garden, he would give me a 
+ gentle reproof for it, though he frequently ſent to 


beg the produce of my garden. He would not ſo 


much as attend his maſter's pay- table at the week's 


end, becauſe it was at a public houſe, but ſent his 


daughter to receive his hire; nor would he take the 
trouble of keeping Ks money, but gave it 
his viſe, who "bs. managed ſo badly Ih 


At all up to 
as often 


8 


4 


. wm pocket, I generally diſcharged. He that takes 
mere idiot, burdened with a. daily croſs, and the 


diſcovery in the ſcriptures, or the application (as he 2 
called it) of An, articular text or promiſe, none 


and at times impiouſly rebellious, even againſt God 


ſermons reſpecting a work of grace on the heart, he | 


euver⸗ bleſled Trinity, he generally gave me a frown 
1 frot his > feat, and a ſtroke when had done, telling _ 
me wy withed that 1 —— Ke mat alone; and, if I bes 


* 


to get in * 8 debts & creditors generally 
threw in my teeth, as I ſtood in the front of the 
battle; and which, either by begging or out of my 


not care of his own houſe has denied the faith, and 
is worſe than an infidel. Before this man J ap- 
peared for many years a poot dejected drone,” or a 


hourly hy feungs of Satan, while this wonderful ang. 


"His higheſt cbmforts always ſrocreded! Gave nem 


himſelf, for not indulging or gratifying his humour. 
This man has at times ſo beat me about the head 

when 1 came down from the Pulpit, in finding fault 
with my diſcourſes, that 1 have ſometimes ſaid to 

the Almighty, e Lord, if thou c Joſt not pull this 

te man down, whete will he fly to; 45 
Whatever I attributed to the TO of God in oy. th 


alzays attrjbured to the, word of God, which he 
ſaid worked in eyery thing; and if I ever, in the 
cour ſe of my ſermons, happened to mention the . 


anſwered . 


£73 


anſwered with any text from Jas? or "oy 1 1 
replied, te the vail was in part over chem all, but CT 
« in time God would take even that away: intimat- 
ing that future ages would ſee wherein the inſpired 
writers had erred. Theſe things ſtaggered and per-. 
plexed me much, tho” I had but little time for diſ- 
pute, for I was labouring hard in ſoul for three ful 
years in making my calling clear to the miniſtry; 
for, although I ſaw evidently that God attended his 
| word with power every Lord's day, and had at that 
1 time given me many ſeals to my miniſtry, yet I was 
generally laid in chains, and put into Satan s ſieve, 
the greater part of the following week, begging 
God to pardon my preſumption in attempting to run 
before I was ſent. And the miniſter who is a ſtranger 
to this call, is not | ſent of God, let him * who he 
* : 
| The tenets of this man were, chat * is but 
one perſon in the Godhead, which perſon he ſaid is 
Chriſt; the other two perſons are only names, or 
office characters, concerning which, he ſaid, the in- 
ſpired penmen had not been clear; and whatever 7 
© WH the ſcriptures attributed to the 8 pirit, as before ob- 
-" ferved, he always AC to the won of f ſerip- 23 
28 ne”. 
To the beſt of my wn this man ſtood 
thus in his "Toning PRO near or moe. ten 


years. | : : | 
2 F And as to Mr. Veſfey, hel was no more, * com- '« ,” 
pared to this man for bins abilities, ſcripture-light, © _ 2 
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dee, argument, fluency, zeal, « or eircumiſpec= 


tion in life, than I am to an angel. And, as for joys. 


(fuch as they were), let Mr. Veſſey be as joyful at his 


end as he might, this man exceeded him; and in- 


deed he exceeded all that ever I ſaw. I have ſeen. 


; him on a fick-bed, and near death, and his 1 Joys were 
ſtill the fame; inſomuch that I do believe, if he 


had died at that time, the whole neighbourhood. 
would have been alarmed at his criumphant-depar- 
ture, and William Huntington would have been one 


of the firſt fools that would have proclaimed it, and 


would have ſent him to heaven in a funeral ſermon 
(as many are) who never went there i in a fiery cha- 
riot; and no wonder; for, as hypocrites have not 
& the rod of God upon them” in life, Job xxi. 9. ſo | 
it is often ſeen, that © they have no Zandt in their ix 


e death, but their ſtrength is firm, Pſalm Ixxiii. 4. 


In ſhort, I can now ſee that all that Paul declares 
concerning the moſt accompliſhed hypocrite, i in the 
Epiſtle to the eren did conſpicuouſly r pear. * 
that man. . | | 
Soon after my 8 from Ditton to 3 ö 
Mr. Butler began induſtriouſly to preach publicly, 
and circulate privately, his tenets wherever he had 
an opporturity. A lady, now ſitting with me, 
is one upon whoſe judgment he laboured hard to 4.1 
fix his damnable hereſy, when at Sunbury i in Mid- : 


.  dleſex; who informed me by letter of his proceed- 


ings, which coſt me many tears ſeveral weeks to- 
85 ther, 2 1 ound that he 0 mou ſeveral perſons 15 
into 


that bear record in heaven: by thi 
| God bore witneſs in ſpeaking from heaven; Chriſt; 
the faithful and true Witneſs, was heard ſpeaking on 
earth; and the Holy Ghoſt ſeen in a bodily ſhape, 
like a dove. Again, Chriſt ſays, And I will pray 
„ the FarnrR, and he ſhall ſend you another 
d CoMFoRTER,” John xiv. 6. Here is CHRIST, 
te Conſolation of Iſrael, praying; the FarhER of . 
all mercies, and God of all comfort, "prayed to: 


1 


mo 10 ſame ſnare with 8 and therefore one 
Lord's-day, at Richmond, I preached on the ſubject 
ol the glorious Trinity; and, after I had done, deſired 
them to meet me in the veſtry, Captain Duckett, 


Mr. Hunter of the King's Qbſervatory, and my dear 


friend Mr. Chapman of Peterſham, all of whom 


are now. living and well known, were. preſent. I 


aſked them if they could put any conſtructions upon 
the perſonal pronouns 1, EHE, and THEY, which did 
not expreſs perſons? and whether they could be 
applied, without the greateſt confuſion, to names, 


offices, or characters? Moreover I aſked them, if 
when Chriſt faid, « Jam one that bear witneſs of 
cc MYSELF, and the FATHER that ſent me beareth 


I 


« witneſs of me,” John viii. 18. it does not clearly. 


point out two diſtinct witneſſes ? And it is as clear 


that the Holy Ghoſt is another diſtinct witneſs, 


c whom God hath given to them that obey him,” 


Acts v. 32. © And he that believeth hath this wit- 


« neſs in himſelf,” And theſe are the three perſons 


and another CoMroRTER is promiſed, ts 
"» 


3 4 
* 7 I 
Ry 
* 


river Jordan 


(10 * 

- And it is clear that Gov is calle a PrnSON; of. 
whom CnxrsT is the expreſs image, © being the 
5 brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of 
his PEnsox,“ Heb. i. 3. And as God the Father 
: is A PERSON, fo alſo is GnrisT; and fo Paul calls 

bim, And, if I forgive any thing, for your fakes 
. 8 forgive I it in the pERSON of Chriſt, 2 Cor. ii. 
1 And ſuch Pilate underſtood Chriſt to be, « I 

« am innocent of the blood of this juſt perſon,” 

Matt. xxvii. 24. And, if the Holy Ghoſt is no- 

thing but a name, the blaſphemer of him would not 
be threatened with eternal damnation. But the Holy 

Ghoſt is another diſtinct PERSON; he that denies 
this, denies the TESTIMOxx of the living God, the 
TEMBLE of the Holy Ghoſt, and He that dwelleth 
therein. However, we have fellowſhip with the 
Father, which no Sabellian ever had; and fellow- . 
ſbip with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, Which no liar can 
have; and we feel and 5 the road nf of the 
: Spirit, 5 BIS 5 
The teſtimo . of W comes from teſthe Fa- 
r ther to the Son, and from the Son to the Spirit, i 
4 who is the ſpeaker to all the churches,” Rev. i. 
There is he who fits upon the throne, the Lamb in 
the midſt of it, and the ſeven ſpirits before it; or 
the Holy Ghoſt, w ho js perfect God, with his 
ſevenfold gifts; who. ſhall abide with the faints for 
ever; who ſhall lead them into all truth. And 
again, when the Holy Ghoſt faid, 60 Separate me 
5 Barnabas and Sauk to the work whereunto 7 have 


cc called 


# called them; “ does it not imply that the Holy 
Ghoſt is a perſon? Dr. Prieſtley himſelf is fo ſen- 

ble of this, that, in his Funeral Sermon publiſhed 
on the death of Mr. Rohinſon, formerly of Cam- 
bridge, in applying the words to Mr. Robinſon, he 
has put them thus, over which he was made an 
« overſeer ;” inſtead of, © over which the Holy 

« Ghoſt hath made you overſeers. I aſked them, 25 


Alf, when Chriſt calls his Father another Mi meſs, 


and the Holy Ghoſt another Comforter, whether it 
did not imply three diſtin& perſons ? And if you fay, 
No it implies names, offices, and characters; 

then I aſk, © What uſe is a name, when there is 
no perſon of that name? And what uſe is an of- 
fice, if there be no perſon to execute that offite ? 
or a character, if no perſon to fill that character?“ 
What can a name, an office, or a character, which 
are but nonentities (without a perſon), do for us? 
Can a name or office, without a perſon or being, 


comfort, ſupport, and inſtruct Us 3 qualify men. for . 


the miniſtry, appoint them to it, ſupport them in it, 
diſpoſſeſs devils, and convert ſouls by it? I aſked 

further, .If I had a thouſand pounds to leave a child 

of mine by will, and I leave it worded thus: 1 
« William Huntington leave, give, and bequeath 
c ſoand ſo, and to fo and fo, &c.“ this is my will; 
and an attorney inſiſts upon it that there never was 
any ſuch perſon as William Huntington, but the 


name and perſonal pronoun is no more than an office 


or a character; and by the ſame rule make my child 5 
AR 53 „„ 
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| th 2 5 run againſt many ſcriptures of truth which ſtumbled 


TY. 4 
to 77 nothing but a name or office alſo=—How s 


that child to fare? and who is to have the money? 


Can a name execute an office, or fill a character? 
If ſuch conſtructions as t 
words, nouns, and proneu 


ſtrip every man in this world of all that was ever left 
him by will, or ſecured to him by deed. And is not 
this charging Him who made mans mouth, and 


who creates the fruit of the lip, with ignorance, and 


with ſpeaking nonſenſe ? And ſure I am, that, if = 
had been permitted to put ſuch conſtructions upon 


Dr. Prieſtley's bills of indictment which were found 


- againſt. the rioters at Birmingham, as he has put 


upon the ſcriptures of truth, he would never r have 
recovered one farthing damages. | 
Paul never deſerted his colours, even when he 
bak with Seaſts, becauſe Paul's Chriſt was God, 
and always ſtood by him ; but the Doctor has denied 
this Lord of hoſts, and he has denied the Doctor, or 
elſe he would never have fled from Birmingham, 


nor have left his flock: it is the hireling that fleeth. 
Nor would the Doctor have gone to law before 
te unbelievers to recover his loſs, if he had ever 


ſeen, known, felt, or enjoyed, Paul's Chriſt; but 


have ſaid as Paul did, © 1 have ſuffered the loſs of 


<« all things, and do count them but dung, that 1 

*« may win Chriſt,” So much for the Doctor. 
I aſked Mr, Butler farther, If he did not, in read- 

vg the ſcriptures, often find his mind and thoughts 


* as 
- 


and ſtaggered him, which W was obliged to wreſt, | 
miſconſtrue, or paſs over, and catch at thoſe which 
vVere expreſſive of the unity of the Godhead ? and 
whether he could peruſe the word, or meditate 
therein, without ſtumbling at the word? and whe- 
ther he found the highway caſt up, and the ſtumb- 
| lng-blocks 10 taken out of the way, as for all the 
ſcriptures to harmonize ſo as fon no text to run 
counter to his ſentiments; but that his thoughts were 
all eſtabliſhed, his judgment informed, his mind 
= ſtayed and kept in peace; his views and ideas in 
harmony with the ſcriptures, and — paths made 
for his feet ? = 
_ To all which Mr. Butler confeſſed we he could Py 
not find things ſo in. his mind, but the reverſe ; 
though he tried to defend himſelf, but he was con- 
founded, his countenance fell, and he appeared 
covered with ſhame and confuſion. All this can be 
witneſſed: by ſix perſons now living. 
About this time I ſent Mr. Butler a letter, and I 
never repented but once for not keeping a copy of 
it; I have alſo aſked him for a ſight of it more than 
once, but never could obtain it; however, it was 
written under ſo much grief and ſoul-concern, and 
attended with ſuch energy, that I believe he will 
never forget it in this world, nor in the next: in 
which I appealed; to his conſcience, whether God 
| had not bleſſed the doctrine that I preached to the 
_ converſion of many ſouls, which he was now la- 
| bouring to ſeduce; and whether. any bleſſing, or 
Os = | any 


— 
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any converting work, or even reſormation, had ever 
attended any of his Teproofs, rebukes, ſermons, or 
inſtructions, that ever he delivered in all the nine or 
ten years that he had been labouring and toiling at 
it? I afked him, moreover, whether it was likely 
that a man, fo infallible in his pringiples as he 
thought himſelf to be, would meet with no ſucceſs 
or bleſſing from God in his labours, while the power 
of God ſo viſibly attended my labours in the word 
and doctrine, which, according to his judgment, 
could be nothing but falſehood? or if he thought 
that glory could redound to God by my lies? To all 
which he made no reply. But ſoon after this he 


hach a dream, or a viſion, of the T rinity, as he ac- 


| knowledged to me; and down went his fandy foun- 
dation, falſe hopes, falſe doctrines, and refuges of 
lies, altogether; and he ſoon found himſelf in black 
deſpair, without God, and without hope i in the 
* world : he began to tear his hair from his head, and 
in little . than diſtraction came up to London 8 
to me. God at the ſame time gave me many in⸗ 
ward checks and cautions to have no more to do 
/ with him; but univerſal charity conſtrued that as a 
ſuggeſtion from another quarter. I therefore took 
bim into my houſe, and kept him in froſty weather 
for ten weeks; and, as he was much in debt, I gave 
him a few guineas to pay ſome of his debts off: and 
ſoon after I gave him ſixteen guineas more, to pay 
off the reſt. I made him one of my pew-openers, 


and a got his my to town; your his wife and him- - 


* 


* 
ſelf ten guineas a year to clean the chapel; and; with 
the materials left of the chapel when it was built, 1 
built him à little cotrage, which coſt me ten pounds : 
more.—Thus much for univerſal charity, He being 
| a bricklayer by trade, and a good workman at fix- 
ing coppers, grates, &c. I got him work; but {6 
ſtrangely did he behave, that, if any gentleman was 


pleaſed with his work, and offered him five or ſix | 


ſhillings for his job, his conſcience would nat let 
him take it, he would return half of it back to them - 
again; and, when he wanted money, he would come 
and beg a guinea of me, when J had been pier 
to borrow all that I had given him before. 
When he was at my houſe, he uſed to get up in 
the night, and pray ſo loud that you might have 
heard him out in the ſtreet; and when at dinner, if 
I filled his plate, he would eat a mouthful or two, 
and then, with an air of diſdain, puſn the plate back 


to me, and chrow back his head, and look with all ; | 


the envyofa Turk, When he was at the chapel, 
as ſoon as I had entered the place, I uſed to hear 
him praying fo loud that you might hear hitm all 

over the place; and when I entered the veſtry, he 
would come after me bellowing like a bull for me to 
pray for him; and at the fame time I uſed to go cry- 
ing to God: till I was quite wore out with this abo- 


| minable hypocrite, | 


His daily practice was telling every EY that | 
came in his way what a profeſſion he had made, and 


what a PRO fate he was in; by which he ſtag- os 
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| In ſhort, as Paul ſays, he ſeemed to me to have 


"NF 


gered and threw down many that were weak in faith, 


hardened many hypocrites, and opened the mouths 
of many of the ungodly to reproach the good ways 
of God: he tried to make every body as miſerable 


as himſelf; and no wonder; for, if a devil gets any 
eaſe, it is when he can get ſuch as Job to bear a 
part of his horrors. Soon after this he took it in 


his head to caſt off all labour, and that he would 


work for his bread no more; from which time we 


ſeparated him from us, nor have I ever been peſter- 


eld with him ſince. After which he mumped about 
+ Wherever he could, gets in people's debt, and lives 
_ chiefly on thoſe who he knows are enemies to me. 
When the branch is withered, the men of the world 


gather them into their company, as theſe did him; and 


they aſſiſt him as a man that has been reatly injured 
by Mr. Huntington, who forſook him in his trouble; 


but 1 forſook him in his lazineſs, for they that will 


not work neither ſhall they eat. Seven years was I 


puzzled. to make Out this wonderful man; all which 
time, like Manoah and his wife, I could ohly w won- 
er and look on; and three years after this I was 


_ peſtered with this devil; his ſmiting'me ſo frequently 


brought a carnal fear of him upon my mind, inſo- 


- much that I often eyed him when in my pulpit, to 


ſee whether the cloud was upon his face, or the ſun- 


ſhine: if the former, I knew I ſhould be ſmitten ; 


if the latter, I knew I ſhould eſcape with whole bones, 


all knowledge, and he underſtood many myſteries, 


6 i 5 


and pretended to ſuch aſſurance of faith as "would: 
have moved mountains; he taſted the good word 


of God; partook of the Holy Ghoſt, as Saul did; 


had a large ſhare of ſpiritual gifts, and many taſtes 
of the powers of the world to come; and yet 
is fallen away; and ſo fallen, as that he is not as yet 


renewed to repentance, nor is there the leaſt ſign of 


it; nor do I believe it is poſſible he ever ſhould, ſee- 


ing he has curſed the everlaſting goſpel. 


I believe this man was raiſed: up to teach r me 


many wholeſome leſſons, and his fall eſtabliſhed my 


Judgment in many things. I never ſaw a profeſſor 505 
that anſwered Paul's deſcription in the Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews, till this man was diſcovered. In him I 
ſaw that kind of knowledge that puffeth up, and the 


full affurance of Solomon's fool, who rages and is 
confident. In him I faw the one talent, and the uſe + 
made of it, and which talent appeared to be taken 
from him and given to me; for, when my gift began . | 


to appear for public uſe,. he ſeemed to be a mere 
idiot, a novice in the worſt ſenſe, and a maſs of 


confuſion. In him I ſaw the man that took the 


higheſt ſeat at the marriage feaſt, and I ſaw him 
with ſhame take the loweſt room. In him I ſaw the 


firſt and now the laſt, while the laſt is now firſt. In ; 


him I faw one promiſing liberty to others, while 


himſelf was the ſervant of corruption, never being 
purged from it: his houſe was deſerted by the un 


_ clean ſpirit, empried, ſwept, and garniſhed, and 
now repoſſeſſed ſtronger than ever. In him 1 ſaw 


— 
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the holy d went Which has been . © - 
many, and which has ſince been curſed by him and 


leſt. In him I aw wretched rebellion, preſumption, - , 
-i ſinning wilfully, and a falling away; and, after three 


years labour in praying "I him and ſympathizing „ 


with him, I found and ſenſibly felt the impoſſibility 
of renewing ſuch an one again to repentance: which 
God had impreſſed my mind with ſoon after. he tell, 
if I had underſtood it; but God ſpeaks once, yea 
twice, but man perceiveth it not. 


© The things in which Fn man's fal eſtabliſned me 


are theſe: | 

1. That thoſe ko» run . of God, let their 
_ gifts, abilities, life, and walk, be whatever they may, 
ſhall never profit God's people at all. T hey may 
convert men to themſelves, but they never ſhall 


convert a ſoul to God; it being impoſſible that ſuch 


ſhould communicate the Spirit, grace, ſtrength, or 
divine comfort, from the enj oyment of pardoning 
love, fo as to fay, with Paul, „I thank my God 
« that you are all partakers of my grace; they 
being ſenſual men, and deſtitute of all theſe things. 
Nor was this man of the leaſt uſe, in this ſenſe, to 0 
any ſoul living, either profeſſor or profane; he 
ſtumbled many, but e none, for * was no 
falt in him. 7 #11: 

2. I was eſtabliſhed i in 2 his turh—chat, 9 


1 | 5 en knowledge a man may have, if he have 
not an unctuous experience of the power of God on 
©, the heart, his knowledge and gifts will only puff him 


up 


© 19 * 


up with War, till he fall into the conditniution of 
the devil. Pride goes before ae.” and a 
© haughty ſpirit before a fall.” | | 
3. That a ſedueer of the ſaints is the blackeſt 
gr in this world, and the deepeſt fufferer in the 
' Butler told me, with the-fighs and groans f 
the re that he knew that the hereſy he had 
_ propagated was not given up by many that had 
embraced it. 'Fhe blood of the ſlain will be required 
at the watchman's hand. | 
4. That there is no ſuch way to heaven as thoſe 
profeſſors have caſt up who are deſtitute of a ſpiri- 
tual birth, which is termed, a being drawn by love, 


and having © the heart opened like the heart of 


« Lidia” Mr. Butler was in this path; and, when 
he heard me. enforcing a ſenſe of ſin, and a ſpirit 
wounded under it, he ſaid He is got upon his own 
* qunghill again; he thinks to bring them all his own 
way, but he never will.” However, I know 
that my way is the path of the juſt; and they that 
die out of it will be damned, die when they may; 
for none but the fick need the phyſician, none are 
called to repentance but ſinners, none are ſons but 
them that are chaſtened, and choſe chat never were 
loft never were ſavet. | 
5. That to ſtumble and take offence at an eſſential 7's 
truth is a certain prelude to a fearful. fall. He 
ſtumbled and took offence at the doctrine of the + 
Trinity, and at them that preached it; he was too 
wile in his own conceit to ſubmit to divine revela- 
5 & 2 „„ 


1 20 
tion, and to an humble : acknowledgment or THE, 
cc, \ MYSTERY OF Gov, AND OF THE FATHER, AND, 
ct gs ChRIST,“ Col. ii. 2. And fo it ſhall be; for 
many ſhall ſtumble, and fall, and be ſnared, and be 
broken, and be taken. To be wiſe above what is 
written, is to exceed the pride of a devil: and for a 
poor crawling worm, deſtitute of grace, to attempt 
to correct the revelation that the incomprehenſible 
Jehovah hath given of himſelf, by correcting and 
contradicting God, turning PERSONS into nonentities, 
BEINGS into empty names, and perſonal pronouns 
into office- characters; ſurely he muſt needs be il; 
that thus teaches God knowledge. 7 | 

I knew a young man about the time of Mr. "I 5 
1 s fall, or ſoon aſter, who belonged to us, and 
ſeemed a ſimple young man, but by ſome means 
ſtumbled into Mr. Butler's hereſy ; he then ſent me = 
a very long inſolent letter of there being but one 
perſon in the Godhead, and quoted a number of paſs | 
ſages from the ſcriptures expreſſive of the unity of 
' God, but left out all thoſe that mention a plurality 
of perſons ;-and in this letter he returned his ticket, 
or token of admiſſion among us, which was to let 5 
me know that he had done with me, and with all 

ſuch blind guides as he took me to be: and, indeed, | 
his letter was pregnant with ſuch i ignorance and pre- 
ſumption as made me ſhudder. I ſent him word 
that he was a Sabellian, and that this perſuaſion 
came not from him that called him, nor did he . 
ever get it from God in anſwer to, prayer: and ſo 


| he ſoon found i it, for he ſhortly fell into great dif- 
treſs and horror of ſoul. A perſon ran away likewiſe 
in his debt and brought him to beggary, and ſoon 
after he was ſtruck blind; but, after many long 
ſtruggles and deep ſufferings, he recovered with the 
loſs of one of his eyes. And for ſome years paſt this 
gentleman, as well as Mr. Butler, has had work 
enough to buoy themſelves up in the deep waters, 
without trifling with a conſuming fire. However, 
I have ſome hope of the latter, but none or the 


former. 
Mr. Butler got his notion from theſe words in 


| Mr. Hart's Hymns, as he has informed me: 


; « Fe or all tene Iſraelites adore 
One God, Immanuel, and no more. 


e obſervations that I made. on his beaches : 
after his fall, are the following: 
He never appeared to be, as all God's elect are, 
ing day and night to God: if ever he was bowed 
Fi it was when he was in debt and dunned for 
money, or elſe when he could' not find any freſh 
diſcovery in the Bible. TP that have no c_ 
fear not God. | 

He had no daily croſs upon his back, nor the. 
leaft appearance of an humble mind; no broken 
heart; no godly ſorrow that worketh repentance, nor 
of that repentance that needed not to be repented 
of; Vthout which there 1 is no Chriſt in the heart, 
| 8 BEES nor 
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nor {: tl. applied; and without OY the 
higher the hypocrite flies the deeper he falls. 
His prayers were ſingular, expreſſive of dictating 

to God; and. often he' was ſpeaking to the people 
inſtead of God: they were always dry, barren, and 
empty, favouring of horrors, put up with trembling 
and in bondage; or elſe they favoured of unbecoming 
boldneſs and preſumption: they were expreſſive of 
the greateſt diſtance, deſtitute of all freedom, fa. 
miliarity, nearneſs, acceſs, union, communion, fel- 
lowſhip, or friendſhip ; ; conſequently there was no 
-  unchion, favour, power, or feeling, i in them. : 
He could chatter away about the ſcriptures for 
hours together, juſt like Solomon's prating fool, 
or like PauPs inſtrument without life, giving ſound ; 
ſuch vials being always in tune, and the baſs-ſtring 
| ſure to be nothing but e. Aſter this long dgref⸗ ; 
ſion 1 muſt return to Mr. Veſſey . 
Who, ſoon after he had heard me, got abbey 
. acquainted with Mr. Butler, and became one of his 
pupils; for he had fo induſtriouſly circulated his 
© Hereſy that ſeveral perſons were leavened by it.— 
Mr. Ridly for one, Mr. Stephens, and another young 
man, who is ſince become an awful apoſtate. Mr. 
' Ridly, who was called under my miniſtry, was re- 
claimed, and is now with us; Mr. Stephens, of 
Moulfy, in Surrey, IS, I have ſome reaſoh to be- 
\_ _ heve, till in the deluſion, for Mr. Veſſey defired that 
\ he 1 1 his een Ae, and on the laſt 
2 5 Lord's 
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Lord ah he went down to perform} it. He has 


been preaching for ſorne years, but never did an 


good, nor do I believe he ever will. Soon after 
Mr. Veſſey had been a little qualified at the foot of 
Mr. Butler, he came to London, and joined a ſo- 
ciety that kept up a prayer- meeting, where they 
prayed and expounded the ſcriptures. Mr. Veſſey 
appeared among the ſpeakers; and one night, in the 
hearing of my dear friend Mrs. Baker, he deſired 
the people to ſtop; he wiſhed to mention ſomething 
of his ſtate of mind to them, and began to inform 
them that lie had ſome uneaſineſs, becauſe he never 
had felt any thing of that inward diſtreſs chat God's 
people ſpeak of; intimating, that he was a ſtranger 
to the plague of his own heart, to conviction by the 
Spirit, and to that ſoul-travail that attends all, more 


| or leſs, who are born again of God: but the people 


got up and went out, not ſtaying to hear it. About 
this time he did ſcweral jobs for my dear friend Mr. 
Baker; but always appeared in a light, vain, rifling 
ſpiri t, and not with the leaſt appearance of the grace 
of God. Soon after this he removed to Woolwich, - 
where, in proceſs of time, I heard that he had 
commenced preacher; at which I never was-more . 
- ſurpriſed, for I ſhould as ſoon have thought that my 
little girl was turned preacher. In proceſs of time 
Mr. Barret and Mr. Olliff, who often preach for 
me, brought tidings of his wonderful gifts, know- 
| ledge, zeal, boldneſs, and ſucceſs in making con- 
verts, and of his preaching out of doors and in ; 
9 C 3 | doors,” 
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doors. Theſe tidings reaching my ears perpetually ; 
and, through much entreaty, I was prevailed on to 
go down and open his new place, not knowing what 
God might have done for him; but ſoon after I 
heard that he preached up © that nothing was faith | 


a but full aſſurance, at which time I wrote my 


Cry of Little Faith. Some time after this I was pre- 
vailed on to let him preach at Providence Chapel: 
and once I heard him; and, hearing ſome things that 
T did not approve of, I never let him come there 
apain. A few friends informed me alſo, that he had 
privately circulated it about, that I greatly erred in 
the doctrine of the Trinity, which confirmed me 
that he was deeply rooted in Mr. Butler's hereſy; 
and Mr. Barret and Mr. Olliff told me that they 
began to diſcover him. Soon after. which a letter 
was ſent among ſome people in connection with me, 
which after ſome time fell into my hands.—It was 
a vindication of himſelf from the charge of Arianiſm, 
which he might eaſily do, for he was a Sabellian., I - 
ſent him a line to inform him that his letter was not 
ſound, and that I would print a diſſection of it. He 
ſent me a note, deſiring me not to do it, for in a 
few days he ſhould be in town, and he would call 
on me, which he W 
At length a gentleman, a Mr. Davis, of Chithim, | 
| "Shout I had known for ſome years, called on me, 
and informed me of Mr. Veſſey's ſucceſs at Chatham, 
of his ſoundneſs in the faith, of his uſefulneſs, and 
of his "oy inſgumental in N his own ſon. 
. ee 


| . q «3 z 
Knowing this gentleman, and that. he had ſtood 

many years in a profeſſion, and viewing him a man 
capable of judging, I was perſuaded that the various 
reports raiſed were falſe,” and I was willing to hope 
the beſt; he told me, moreover, that they were 
going to build him a place, and he wiſhed me much 
to come down to Chatham. I told the gentleman 
of the various reports I had heard; he affirmed that 
they were all falſe. I then aſked how he came to 
write to my people and not to me? and why he 
promiſed to come to me and diſpute the point, and 
did not? &c. Mr. Davis ſtrongly defended and 
vindicated him, and told me that he ſhould come 

to me. To which J replied, that, if the reports be 
falſe, he is an injured man; and, if ſo, and he goes 
on and proſpers, I will come down to Chatham, and 
will aſſiſt him in any thing I can. . 
Some time after this. a letter came. Ar the time 
of its coming I was not at home. My wife, having 
received it, laid it up for me, and forgetting to give 
it me, I knew nothing of the appointment; and ſo 
he came, in company with Mr. Davis, while I was 
gone to High Wycomb, where I had been previ- 

_ oully engaged for a fortnight before, fo that I ſaw 
him not. At my return my wife informed me wo 
had been to fee me, and gave me the letter he had 
ſent. His coming I thought looked well; but I 
was ſoon informed, by Olliff and Barret, that all 

that I had formerly thought of the man, and his 

doctrines, was true; and others informed me that 
. . | ſome 
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ſome perſons who know -me (but are no friends of 
mine) were ſecretly rejoicing; ſaying, that Mr. 


Veſſey would ſhortly take vp his pen againſt me, and 


that I ſhould have work enough to maintain my 
ſtanding with ſuch an antagoniſt. Theſe various 
reports drove me to defire of his congregation at 
Woolwich an - honeſt and punctual account of the 
doctrines that he preached, of the ſpirit that he dif- 
covered, of the effects of it upon them, and of the 
life that he lived; and ſuch an account as they would 
give me leave to publiſh, with their names affixed 
to it. This requeſt of mine was made in the month 


of May laſt; and in the month of June I received the 


following letter, ſigned by eleven perſons; and, al- 
though there were ſeveral of his friends at the church- 
meeting who refuſed to ſign it when it was read 
before them, yet every one of them eee 


that I ns Fre. . - 
- DEAR SIR, Werlwich, ITN 14, 1792. 


Wx, the urider-mentioned members' of 
[as church at Woolwich, who, through mercy, have 
experienced the goodneſs of our God and Saviour, 
in rending, by the effectual working of the Spirit, 
that vail of error rom off our underſtandings which 
dean and our deceitful hearts had drawn us under, 
iſtrument: * of 0 our late paſtor Mr. 
* 5 


K 27 = 
* eſſey, hing heard that he hath, by various 


means, both in word and letter, endeavoured to ex- 
tticate himſelf from under the charges brought 
againſt him by us, reſpecting the errors he advanced 
while at Woolwich, have judged it neceſſary to ſend 

you an account of his ſentiments, which he publicly 

and privately taught amongſt us, with the 'argu- 
ments he made ule of to eſtabliſh them; which, if 


you think proper, you are at liberty to publiſh, * | 
with our names unto it. Seeing that many are 


ſtaggered, and others blinded, through the feigned 
words he is ſpreading abroad as a cloak to cover 
over the hypocriſy he is actuated with, leſt the er- 
rors he me TE. us ſhould be made ma- 
nifeſt. | 
| About two years, or 3 bake he with- 
drew himſelf from officiating amongſt us, ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances took place, which were, in ſome mea- 
ſure, made a means of opening our eyes to a diſco- 


very of the hypocriſy of his conduct. The firſt of 


which aroſe from ſome charges brought againſt his 
wife reſpecting her outward walk; Which, after ex- 


amination into, and being ſatisfied therein, it was 


h brought before the church, and ſtated unto them, -- 
the majority of which agreed with him to her being 
ſuſpended, which was accordi ngly done; but, not- 
withſtanding his thus agreeing to it, he told us be- 
fore we parted, that he was firmly perſuaded that 

ſhe was innocent of that which was alleged againſt 
her. Some time this one of the church raiſed 
: . : „ a con- 
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a/ contention reſpetting the decrees of God; a 
which account a church-meeting was called. PS. 
the interval the man had a private conference with 
Mr. Veſſey; the ſubſtance of which was, Whether 

God ordained every event that takes place in time, 
which ariſes through the entrance of fin into the 
world? Or whether he only foreknew that ſuch 
events would happen, and therefore permitted them? 
Which laſt was the man's opinion. On the next 
evening, . after preaching, having entered into con- 
verſation with Mr. Veſſey reſpecting that which had 
paſſed between him and the man the night before, 
we found, to our aſtoniſhment, and contrary to that 
which he had oftentimes preached; that he juſtified - 
the man in what he had aſſerted, and declared chat 
it was his ſentiments; upon which one of the mem- 


bers, Mr. Short, aſked him, Whether or not the 


means that were inſtrumental in the death of Chriſt 
vVere not abſolutely determined as well as foreknown | 
by God, the ſame as the death itſelf ? To which, after 
ſome heſitation, he ſaid, No: he believed they were 
only foreknown, and therefore permitted. To 
which reply it vas anſwered, Then, if that be the 
caſe, the uſing, or not uſing, of theſe means muſt 
wholly depend upon the free- will of man, and there- 
fore might be fulfilled, or not fulfilled ; which was 
no better than Arminianiſ to ſuppoſe. | On the 
5 Monday evening following we met together, with 
| the reſt of the church, to come to ſome ſettlement, 


. reſpeRtiog 1 the matter i in Tg, Aſter Payer unto the | 


„ 29 5 
178 for direction 8 in, we called upon the man 
to give us an account of the error he believed we 
were in; the ſubſtance of which was this: — That to 
affirm every event was ordained of God, was a 
damnable error, and came from hell; for it made 
God the author of ſin; and that thoſe who held ſuch 
doctrines could have no. ſorrow on the account of 
evil; for that, he faid, would be rebelling againſt 
God, and contrary to that which we. believed. TO 
which Mr. Veſley aſſented, and ſomewhat angrily 
aid, at the concluſion of our meeting, that, if we op- 
poſed him thus in the aforeſaid matter, a little thing ; 
would drive him away. The next evening following 
he took theſe words for his text, . And of ſome 
« have compaſſion, making a difference, Jude. 
Which diſcourſe he levelled at thoſe of us who had 
oppoſed him the night before; wherein he endea- 
voured, though attended with a good deal of evident 
confuſion, which we perceived him in, to ſeparate 
the ſecret will of God into two diftin& parts. The 
one he called his permiſſive will; which, he ſaid, 
had to do with thoſe events he foreknew would ter- 
minate evil. The other he called his decretive will; ; 
: which, he ſaid; had to do with thoſe events that were 
brought about through the immediate operation of 
his Spirit. The ſubſtance of the argument he drew 
up to ſupport his idea of a permiſſive will in God, 
founded upon his forcknoyledge only, without any 
effectual determination, was, that many words were 
made uſe of ede were e to the ſcriptures,” 


though 1 


e 7 
— they were not expreſſed togecher Gel 
Thus God is declared to be a ſovereign, and grace 
is ſaid to be of him; and therefore we call it ſove- 
reign grace. From which argument, with ſeveral 
others of the like kind, from the fitneſs of words, he 
endeavoured to draw a line for the foundation of a 

_ permiſſive will. On the Sabbath-day following he 
preached wholly againſt what he had aſſerted on the 
Fueſday evening, declaring that every event was fore- 
-ordained of God, and that it neceſſarily came to 
paſs as it was thus ordained ; which, when he was 
told of it, he declared that he had been eſtabliſhed in 
the above doctrine fome years. 

Query—Whether Mr. Veſſey's in Was not 
affected at times by the liquor he drank in the courſe- 
of preaching through the day, which was half a pint 

1 of rum in water: this was his conſtant allowance 

ee.uery Sabbath he preached, beſides that which we 

uud to gie him to drink at his mes. 

Er Some time after this, a perſon from Lewiſham | 

E propoſed himſclf to us for a member; and, after 

” aſking him ſome queſtions relative to his experience, 

we appointed a day for him to meet the church. 
\ In'the interim between that and his coming, one of 

*  -* the members providentially heard that he lived in 

_ * fornication, which we made known to our paſtor; | 
who, with an air of indifference, ſaid that we ſhould 
never go on, nor have any to join us in church- 

; fellowſhip, while we gave heed to all the reports 

chat went abroad; and made anfwer, that marriage 


Ms 1 
172 
— 


Ez) 


vas no more chan a mere ceremony. But chis not 


ſatisfying us, upon his coming we charged it home - 
to him; which he, with ſome kind of confuſion, 


denied. We then aſked him where it was that he 


Was married? He ſaid at London. Upon which, * 


after having told him the neceſſity of having ſuch a 
report cleared up before we could receive him, we 


aſked him to give us a direction where it was per- 


formed; to which, after ſome heſitation, he ſaid that 


he thought it would be beſt to decline coming, ſee⸗ 
ing ſuch a report had got abroad, and after that time 


came no more; which was a ſufficient evidence to 
us that he was guilty, though Mr. Veſſey would have 


receiyed him in without 'any examination into it, 
ſeeing no harm in it, provided they abided to their 


agreement; for he told one of our members, Mr. 


Rogers, a few days after, who had ſome converſation 
with him on the ſubject, that he himſelf would not 


have ſubmitted to the ordinance, had i it not been o | 


ſtop the mouths of the world. | b 
This, Sir, is ſome account of a man 1 who denies 
the name of an Antinomian. ; 
When he firſt came to Woolwich his e Z 
were, that there was no true faith ſhort of affurance; 

which doctrine was received by ſome. few that be- 
came acquainted with him before he began publicly. 
to ſpeak at Woolwich. After he began preaching he 
openly denied ever teaching that doctrine; and from 
that went into this—that it was impoſſible for a ſoul. - 
ever to doubt of his intereſt in 2 after he had 

F | | once 
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once <cperitiiced the efficacious virtue of his blood . 
and righteouſneſs; and poſitively aſſerted, that, 
where this was not the caſe, (that is, a confidence 
enjoyed within free from all doubting, as to ſpiritual 
things, at all times) that ſoul had no aſſurance: 
through which ſome of us were kept in bondage and 
| ſuſpenſe, not finding this criterion and our experi- 
ence to agree together ; others of us were drove on 
to a preſumptuous faith through our own feelings; 
for he uſed to deny that theſe miſgivings of heart, 
which aroſe through the power of unbelief and other 
inbred corruptions, were doubts, except they pro- 
ceeded from the lips, but only temptations to doubt. 
The paſſages he uſed to quote as a proof againſt the 
| poſſibility of doubting after actual juſtification had 
taken place 1 in the ſoul, were theſe, Iſaiah xXXXII. 95 5 
2 Cor. ii. and Eph. v. 6. oh 
When ſpeaking on the nature of regeneration, TY 
wm | " uſed to aſſert that an elect veſſel, after his ſpiritual 
WW = birth, had two hearts, an old one and a new one, | 
which conſiſted of two conſciences, wills, under- 
3 ſtandings, and affections, both of which were com- 
wie. Fora proof of the firſt (that is, the old one) 
he brought Rom. viii. 7, which he applied to a be- 
uüever; and hat the apoſtle terms the fleſh in the 
1 ſeventh chapter of the ſame epiſtle, he faid was the 
. - old heart, or the old conſcience, will, underſtanding, 
5 1 and affections, which did nothing but ſin. The 
= other (that i is, the new heart) was perfectly holy, 
CO everi as God 1s ms and wanted no 4 


wy 
elch he Eich to affine Wis- RTR ilagiätt ; and le 
argued thus :!—If my new heart Is perfectly holy, 
(to prove which he brought the firſt Epiſtle of John 
ill. 9.) then what holineſs can be added unto it? and 
if it is ht perfectly holy, and wants renewing, then 
tell me how much I am to be retiewed? * 

Thirdly; That the habit, or principle of grace, is 
not implanted in the heart when we are created anew 
in Chriſt Jeſus; and that the faculty of the will, after 
being renewed, is not invariably to good from a prin- 


ciple of life: within, but only as it is actuated 1 a 


power from without; 

Fourthly, That ſanctification is ging n 
as Juſtification, or that Chriſt is our ſanctification the 
ſame as he is our righteouſneſs; that is, by the im- 
putation of his merits unto us, which conſtitutes us 
all glorious within. 

Fiſthly, That there is no ca of ethortatjons 
where the love of God is once ſhed: abroad in the 


heart. And ſuch language as this —< What manner 
« of men ought ye to be? he uſed to call legal; 


ſaying, Do not tell me about ought to be; if God's 
Spirit is within, you want none of theſe exhortations. 
Through which fome were led to flight the exhorta- 
tions of the 'word of the goſpel to diligegce and 
watchfulneſs, under a feigned pretenc® of wajtitig 
till the Spirit operated, which, he ſaid, would ſpring 


up ſpontaneouſly. ' In reſpect of obedience to out 
ſuperiors, that he uſed to call the fear of man. 
Praying for our children, and in our families, before. 
on | D __ 
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them that were carnal, was of no uſe; for how did 
we know but they were reprobates ? Self-examina- 
tion he called legal; aſſerting that, where a ſoul had 
attained to a knowledge of his election, it was im- 
poſſible for him to fall into error. As to his old 
heart, his expreſſion was, when any were complaining 
of what they laboured under that he let it work as 
it would, for what could he do with it? As to an; 
_ acknowledgment or thanks to the inſtruments God in 
his providence raiſed up to ſupply his temporal needs, 
that he was ever above; aſſerting that it was enough 
to return it unto God. Mot of theſe things in this 
fifth charge he was moveable in, ſometimes eſtabliſh- 
ing of them, then confuting of them, ang then eſta- 
1 of them again. | 
Six ly, That, when the Land Jeſus Chriſt g gave - 
| 1 the kingdom unto the Father, then the God- 
head would be ſeparated from the manhood an he 
would be diveſted of all power and authority; and 
ſo be ſubje& unto God, the ſame as one of us, ex- 
cepting being the Elder Brother of th family. This 
he uſed to inſiſt upon whenever treating upon that 
ſubject; and poſitively declared, that it was becauſe 
of our ſhallow conceptions that we could not re- 
ceive it. When he was told that this idea led to 
Arianiſm, he replied, indifferently—Well! whether 
this be the caſe or not (that is, of the Godhead being 
ſeparated from the manhood), we thall * with hints 


and ſee him as he is. 
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18 SE thly; That the idea of three diſtin perſons 


in the Godhead was not ſcriptural ; for, though there 
were three that bare record in heaven, yet they were 
only there diſtinguiſhed to ſet forth the work and 


operation of God, and therefore were no more than 


three perſonal characters, names, and office- titles, 


7 ſubſiſting 1 in the Godhead; and to deſcribe them 


any other way, was to lead men's minds aſtray 


in their addreſſes to God, by ſetting before them 


three Beings or Eſſences, which was Tritheiſm. 
This was what he taught as a doctrinal explanation 
of the Trinity, which we have witneſs to prove 
from ſome who have no connection with us, but re- 


ceived ir from ſitting under his miniſtry. And once 


in particular, after preaching, Mr. Rogers and Mr. 


Short went into his houſe with him, where he took 


down from off his ſhelf a book, entitled The Faith 


and Hope of the Goſpel,” and read the hors ex- 


tract verbatim. | 
* A'perſon hath been 00 by ſome, a ai 


cc ſuhſiſting by itſelf, which is not part of another; N 


« and by others, the individual ſubſtance of a rational 


e nature. And do not the words, Three Perſons, 
cc naturally convey the ideas of three ſeparate indi- 
e viduals? Are not many hereby led into wrong 
- conceptions. about God, as if the F ather, the 
2 Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, were and exiſted 


« ſeparately as three individual human perſons? 
« And is not this Tritheiſm? Do not the generality. 


« ns of the Father as if he exiſted ſeparately and 


— 


. * n 


* 


6 
75 independently * and Was ſomehow 5 
 « perior to, the Word and the Holy Ghoſt? And 
« doth not this indicate as if they thought the Fa- 
te ther to he the Great God, and the Word and the 
« Holy Ghoſt to be two Demigods? How contrary 
« is this to the ſolemn declaration of the Moſt High, 
« © Hear, © Iſrael, Jehovah, our Aleim, is one Je- 
te hoyah l Is not ſuch confuſion. the conſequence of 
« calling the Father, the Word, and the Holy. Ghoſt, | 
„ _. * Three Perſons? But there are other men who | 
© are clear of ſuch confuſed ideas about the God- = 
« head; and though, in compliance to cuſtom, they 
© uſe the words Three Perſons” (which, by the way, 
Mr. Veſſey never did while with us, unleſs it was 
to condemn it), © yet they intend no more thereby 
* de than the diſtinction and the offices in the Godhead.” 
lIk!eſe Mr. Veſſey declared to us were his ſentiments, 
ww and che firſt author that he nenn 
clearly of it. 
Alſo, why. did he tell the clerk, Richard Pank- - 
| kurt, to leave the words three perſons out in ſinging 
the hymns? And why did he, after he had wrote a 
letter on the Trinity by the deſire of Mr. Olliff and 
Mr. Main (which, we believe, was to ſtop the in- 
quiry into that which he had before held, that he 
might not be diſcovered), change his former ſenti- 
ments of three perſonal characters, names, and office- 
titles, into perſons and ſubſiſtences, and tell Mr. 
Short, who wen to him on hearing the report, that he 
did not altogether like the words perſons and /ub/efences, 
4 | that 
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that he had there aſſerted? Why did he ſay that 
Mr. Huntington and the miniſter of Blackfriars were 
not clear in reſpect to the Trinity; and that Mr. 
Re had given the late Mr. Elliot, the Arian, ſuf- | 
ficient S010 to charge him with Tritheiſm? Theſe 
are ſtubborn facts, which he cannot deny any other 
way but by preſumpruouſly calling the Holy Ghoſt 
to witneſs that they are falſe, as he hath done in his 
letter to you reſpecting Arianiſm ; which is not 
to be wondered at, when he could, while with us, 
with levity dare God to his face to damn him; 
| making uſe of theſe words, when ſpeaking of the 
ſtability of the covenant—that he cannot do it if he 


would. 


After Mr. velſey hat fr ſome time gone to 8 | 
that octaſionally, the Lord was pleaſed to open the 
eyes of one and another of us to ſome diſcovery of 
his doctrine, and the effects it had produced amongſt 
us; which, upon Mr. Smith's coming, was faſtened 
home under the word, with power, on ſeveral of our 
hearts. Upon which, five of us went. to, Mr. Veſſey 
to have ſome converſation reſpecting the ſtare of the 
chufch. At which time we aſked him, Whether he 
had any diſcovery given him of the cauſe of ſuch a 
declenſion amongſt us? He ſaid that many, things 
had occurred to his mind; but he did not think it 
would be profitable to enter into diſcourſe about it. 
To which we made anſwwer, That it was for that 
purpoſe we came unto him, as we Had reaſon to be- 
eve that it was through his doctrine the church 
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O07, - 
was brought into the [preſent ſituation, which was 
that of Antinomianiſm. To which he replied, 
That he believed great part of the people was in 
that error; but wholly denied himſelf to be the in- 
ſtrument of bringing them there; making anſwer, 
That what he had preached had never taken that ef- 
fect with him. A few days after, one of the mem- 
bers poſitively telling him that he was the means of 
: vin; us {paces he ſent the n od 


* 


- 2 10 . nw PRO. Members if hs Church ef 
EY Cnxlsr in . 


e As a FF ſeems.to be put to my y uſcfulnes 
among you as a miniſter, and as vou look upon 
e me as the ringleader of your ſouls in that truly 
68 awful error, of ſinning that grace may abound; 
* you ſhould have ere now diſmiſſed me as a ſer- 
e vant, and haye alſo cut me off from church com- 
4 munion with you as a brother,” (You. will obſerve 
1-4 that. this was impracticable, as the majority was 
wholly againſt us.) But, as this hath not been done, 
I have deemed it neceſſary to acquaint you of my 
. fixed intentions on this preſent occaſion, ] intend. | 
1 ce then, from henceforth, to withdraw myſelf peace- 
& ably from you, and totally to deſiſt from any fur- 
1 40 ther labouring amongſt you in the work of the 
F - * miniſtry. How far this conduct is juſtifiable ar 
e condemnable, the Searcher of Hearts wil wake | 
49 5 eee in bene 7 8 period, | 


* 
8 e. 
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ect Finally, Teri farewell; be perſect, be of. 
ce good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and 
e the God of love and peace ſhall be with you. 


ce And now, whatever hard thoughts any of you : 


« may harbour in your breaſts concerning mydever- 

e laſting welfare, or otherwiſe, yet perſuaded I am, 

« that I ſhall fit down in the kingdom of God with 

« many of you. Therefore. give me leave, this 
ec once, to ſubſcribe myſelf your brother in che 
8 threefold bond of eternal love, | 


ce WILLIAM Visser. 


uh 


Thus, fir, we have given you as brief an account 
as poſſible of the things that Mr. Veſſey endeavours 
to appear a total ſtranger to; the effects of which 


are increaſingly making manifeſt in moſt part of 


thoſe who were ſaid to be called under him; the 


whole of which, een two, have N chem 


ſelves from us. 
We remain, Sir, with due . | 
Tour wellwiſhers in the furtherance of * 
Goſpel of qur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


TRHOMAS MrrehEr, ea WILLIAM WiLpisn, 
Jonx Rocks, Ius Marvpen, 
2 SEARL SHORT, WILLIAM Woarr, 
Davrp MALLACK, Tromas Lams, 7 
 Ricnard PanknursT, JoskrRH FULLER,” 
RichAn⁰ WELLBORN, EO, 8 
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Aer I had received this letter; was gelegt 
confirmed i in my Judgment relpedting. the man and 
his dactrine. It is now about ten years. ſince Mr, 
Veſſey firſt imbibed the doctrine of Sabellianiſm; for, 
about that time, he joined with Mr. Butler 1 in at- 
tempting to make a proſelyte of a certain lady, Who | 
js at this time in, my houſe; Mr, Stephens conſent- 


7: 55 ing to the doctrine, though Veſſey and Butler were 


the chief ſpeakers. | Aſter the reception o of this letter 
from Woolwich, I Eyre 5 5 ES 90 KOT 
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age with me, 0 no man, let his Life be what 
they may, unleſs he be born again of the Holy 
Ghoſt, can be a miniſter of the Spirit to another. 
| And, upon inquiry, 1 found that chere was not one 
foul at Woolwich converted to God by him, He | 
converted ſeveral to his notions; but they are never 
the better for that. There is one at Streatham alſo, i 
that I have known for ſeyeral years, whom Mr, 
| Veſſey called his frſtborn ſon, his might, andthe be- 
| ginning of his ſtrength; but there is nothing in him; 
he is neither all glorious wichin, nor all glorious | 
Without, That he was called by Mr. Veſſey 1 do not 
deny; but he was never called of God, nor does he 
know any thing of him. Nor do I believe that 
' there js one ſoul that was ever converted ta the faith 
of Chriſt by | Mr. Veſſey at Chatham, nor any where 
elſe; ; if there 1 is, let them ſend me an account of i Ih 
(nd refue me, I haye heard Y of wo perſons 
TRE * 1 0 at 


e 41 
at Maidſtone, that were his 5 and began to 
preach in the High Town, till a mob drove them 
from their high ſtation ; which was nothing elſe but 
a being buffeted . for their Jaults. ha at 
It was my intention to have publiſhed the letter 
| from Woolwich ſoon after the reception of 1 it; but 
a deal of labour, and being twice in the country, 
prevented i it. And when I 3 of his death I in- 
tended it ſhould haye been for ever buried i in Glence, 
till the letter from Chatham, which had been circu- 
lated among my friends, fell into my hands, in which 


I am ſo highly reprehended; and, as I am certain 


the publication of this cannot alter the ſtate of the 
deceaſed, but may open the eyes of ſome who are in 
his damnable deluſion, and undeceive others who 
may be led to cleave to his hereſy by the report of 
his end, I think myſelf juſtifiable in publiſhing the 
fame, If he made a joyful and triumphant end, he 
died as he lived. He was joyful and, triumphing all 
the ten years that I knew him: I never once ſaw w 
him in any other frame- And, as he himſelf owned 
that he never had experienced any change of heart, f 
it is not likely that any changes ſhould appear in his 
frames. But. to have no changes i is not the criterion 
of a ſaint, but of a ſinner; and to have no bands in 
death is not called the end of the Juſt, but of the 
hypocrite ; and to eſcape the path of tribulation i is 
not following them that are in glory, but thoſe that 


were at eaſe in Zion. We know that a deluſion is 5 


5 ſtrong, 510 it is a d deluliog that he was in, 


* ; 7 ; 
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And, fd Bring war armed been de place, * Y 
goods ate in peace, whether in life or death; unleſs | 
the eye of juſtice awaken the conſcience. Some are 


awakened-in this world, and others life up their eyes 
in the next. I knew Mr. Veſſey upwards of ten 


years: but the real ballaſt of a veſſel of mercy, which 
bs the forgiveneſs of ſins, acceſs to God, union with 
Chriſt, a broken heart, and a daily croſs, never ap- 


peared in him, nor the leaſt ſymptom of them; 


and, without which, popular applauſe and pride are 


ſure to fill the fails, and make ſhipwreck of the 


| brighteſt profeſſion, either in this world, or in the 


next. 
I confeſs that Mr. Butler 3 Pe ARE wt 


perplexed my mind for many months, and ſent me 
with many. petitions to God, who one day ſent me 
tis promiſe, Call upon me in the time of trouble, 

e and 1 will ſhew thee great and mighty things, 
Ph which thou knoweſt not;” in fulfilling which, he 
gave me a viſion on Riply Common, in the day-time, 
which eſtabliſhed iny foul; for I was not fighting : 
againſt the glorious doctrine of the Trinity, but the 


hand of my faith was beaten off, and my mind per- 
petually ſtaggered by this man's damnable ſophiſtry; 


therefore this viſion was ſent to ſettle and eſtabliſh - 
me. Andit was a viſion of the Trinity that Butler 
law, which drowned him in deſpair; and no wonder, 
for he was fighting againſt it. Thus God's hand 
Was known toward his ſervant, and his indignation . 


ward his enemy. 


£ 


Do 
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John ſaw * the right-hand of the Father holding 
« forth a book,” Rev. v. 1; and, at the ſame time, 
ſaw © the Lab take the book,” ver. 6, 7. And he 
had a viſion of © the ſeven ſpirits which are before 
« his throne,” Rev. i. 4; denoting, by the num- 
ber ſeven, chat the Holy Ghoſt is perfect God, whe 
communicates to the churches his perfect, or ſeyen - 
fold gifts, © dividing to "uy 2 man e, as Hs 
ce ill, t Cor. xii. 11. 


Veſſey's damnable deluſion is this :—that Yr HP 


but one-perſon in the Godhead, which is Chriſt, who 
acts in three different ch racters. So that, when the 


Prince of Life offered himſelf in ſacrifice, it was 
not to God the Father as another diſtin& perſon, 


but to himſelf in another office- character. Whar | 


wretched confuſion does this make where there is 
the greateſt harmony! However, this I know, that 
thoſe who have got the Anointing in them, who leads 
them into all truth, know what Paul means by the 
e fellowſhip of the Spirit;” and what John means 
by « our having ener with the Father, and with 
* his Son Chriſt Jeſus.” Such ſouls have got the 
| love of God the Father, the grace of the Lord Jeſus _ 
Chriſt, and the teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, in their 
own hearts. The ever- bleſſed Trinity dwell in ſuch 
humble and contrite ſouls, agreeable to the promiſe 
— And Jzsvs anſwered and faid unto him, If a 


e man love Mx, he will keep my words; and m 


« FATHER will love him, and wz. (which means no 
* leſs than a Plurality of #88500) will come unto 
; 3 * 


: 7 
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faith, and the perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
is the Spirit of faith: I fay; if ſuch men as theſe are 
in the way to heaven, we may ſay that the Bible has 


et every man a liar.” Nor do I believe that Mr. 


is Spiri: tual gift 5, for, if the Spirit beſtows a gift of 


: undi in the letter, and the ſpeech is often ſeen to 
Fj he. ſuch as cannot ealily. be condemned, whatever it 
may degenerate to afterwards 
© © bridie in beir Jaws, caufing „em err,” Tfaiah xxx. 
28. But Mr. Veſity ſet off into his profeſfon 
5 wich vain dne in his . And An Alradl. lie 
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K um, and make oux abode with him,” John wiv, 


| 23. But Mt. Veſſey 3 nothing of theſe things, 


he had no experience; he owned his heart was never 
changed ; he was a real Antinomian in ſpirit, a Sa- 


bellian in principle, and a libertine in practice. This 


is confirmed by the teſtimony of eleven men; nor 
did I ever ſee any Sings to contradict } it in all the t ten 
And if Cich ſenfual, nbd 7 ATTY 90 FEMA in 
damnable deluſions, who can preach againſt the di- 
vine revelation that God has given of himſelf, and 
boaſt of the full aſſurance of faith, while they deny 
the perſonality of God, the Giver of faith, and the 
perſonalicy of Chriſt, the Author and Finiſher. of 


deceived us all, But the ſcriptures. of truth cannot 
be broken, as it is written, * Let God: be true, but 


v eſſey ever had what is called, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 


knowledge and a gift of utterance on a. graceleſs 
man, I believe that ſuch a knowledge is tolerable 


„ cuben God pits 4 


— 5 I 


not 40-Arian: bur a 


and the ae he-daniod thi mite n 


ts) 


wie mouth. And, if he was the e 


he was in his race it is clear that he never n 


| his; error, nor repented of i Ig n 


When I. had received the 1 FRE. Woatwich 


containing Veſſey's life and doctrine, and had made 


ſtrict inquiry concerning his converts, I was fatfe 


| fied that he was the ſame in his miniſtry as he was 


in his profeſſion-. And, as he never was in connec. 


tion with me, ner in church - fellow ſſip with us, 1 


was determined never to have any thing to do, with 


him, notwithſtanding Mr. Davis gave me fuch 2 


wonderful account of him; for we are not to receive 


Chriſt, To countenance ſuch, and to bid them 


God's ſpeed, is to ſhare, with them in all the miſs 
chief they do. And, if 1 am highly reprehenſible 
for this, it is neither matter or grief x nor dat 
dme 5 3 


| Several pepe, Ss „ 3 w 


was in errors, reported to me that he was an Avjanz 


not knowing what his hereſy was. From this chargo 


be endeavoured to vindicate himſelf by ſeveral-let- 


ters ſent to ſeveral perſons who favoured him. And 


from this charge he Stk clear himſelf, for he was 
e he aid not deny the 


llity of God the Father, and of God the Holy - 


Ghoſt, When I was informed that he was an Arian, . 2 4 _ 2 5 


1 onde at it, knowing chat his tutor was an ob. 
Hor e ſttinate 


Y F 
* 
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ſtinate Sabellian. And I told Mr. Davis that I had 


heard that he was charged with Afuniſin'; ; Which 


charge he denied, as well he might. However, the 
hereſy that He held is as damnable and as dangerous 
as the other; and this Butler knows now to his 
ſorrow. | 7 
All the time that Mr. Veſley w. was at Woolwich, I 
never once heard that he laid a claim to me as his 
fpiritual father. But, when he was ſettled at Cha- 
tham, this report was brought to me; and ſure I 
am, that he never got one notion that he held from 
me. But he found out that I was well known in 
| Kent, and therefore this hopeleſs ſon intended to ride 
out on his ſuppoſed father's ſhoulders. And he did 
go into the Wilds of Kent, and had gone to my na- 
tive place, if I had not ſounded an alarm, and pre- 
vented it, and informed the people that I intended 
ſhortly to publiſh the charges brought againſt him, 


-- Which my long Journey into the country at that time 


- prevented. | 
He declared, (from 1 Cor xv. 24, 28) od we 


2 | i © at the delivery of the kingdom up to the Father, 


e then the Saviour's reign would have an end; 


and that the Godhead of Chriſt would then leave 


.# the manhood ; and. that Chriſt, as man, would be 
on a level with a common believer, only with this 
te difference, he would be the Elder Brother.” 

Which is a moſt daring, dangerous, and damnable 

conſtruction put upon the text. For, touching the 

Ow of Chriſt, and his on of the * he 

| W 
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is not the elder brother, for Abel was born near 
four thouſand years before him; and, ſetting aſide 
the antediluvian world, there were no leſs than 
forty-two generations that had paſſed away from 
Abraham to Chriſt, all which were before the birth” 
of Jeſus. And he is expreſsly called the ſon of * 
Abraham, and the ſon of David; therefore his 
birth of a woman was not þefore them, but long 
after, Chriſt being the firſt-born of every creature, 
is what Mr. Veſſey does not underſtand, Nor does 
the brotherhood that ſubſiſts between Chriſt and the- 
elect riſe merely from his aſſumption of human na» 
ture, by which he became fleſh of our fleſh and 
bone of our bone, conſequently a brother according 
to the fleſh; for, in this ſenſe, he might be called a = 
brother to all mankind: ſuch, I think, the ſcripe | 
tures intimate, when thoſe mockers, who have no 
part in him, are charged with © ſpeaking againſt - IJ 
te their brother, and with ſlandering their on mo- 1 
“. ther's ſon,” Pſalm 1. 20. But Chriſt is aſop in a 
x higher ſenſe than by his own incarnation ; and we Are 
his brethren by our adoption, and by being partaken 
of the Divine nature, as well as by his aſſumption of 
the human nature; we are begatten of God, rege- 
nerated and born of God—this makes us brethren 
in a higher ſenſe than all mankind are. 
ä For the fake of ſome poor weak fouls. who may = 


= i have ſtumbled at the conſtruction that Mr,.Veſſey 
5 has put upon that text, I will offer a few thoughts 
; upon it, which I 88 not be contrary to the 


8 - | | ſcriptares 5 
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ferfprures of truth. Den cometh the end, whey be 
1 ſhall bave delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Faber. And when all things ſhall be ſubdued unto 
| bin, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be Jubjett unto bim 
that put all things under ga that God = be all in all, 
| 10. xv. 24, 28. | 
Wen cometh the xxp—when be hat have — 
up the kingdom, &c. This text is not the only one 
that ſpeaks of an end of the kingdom— there is a 
text ſomewhat like it in Daniel, © His kingdom is 
3 that which ſhall not be deſtroyed, and his domi- 
- non ſhall be even to the end, Dan. vi. 26. 
| But this kingdom and dominion, which i is to A 
delivered up to the FaTren at the end, is, as I con- 
ceeive, the empire or reign of grace; which Chriſt, ; 
as man, We from the F ather pd a delegated 
: _ us 
The human nature FE! Chriſt Mime, is called 
2 body that the Father prepared: A body haſt 
e thou prepared me; then, lo, I come fo do iy : 
FR * wil, O God?” Heb. x. i 27 
And as the Father prepared that body 57 rh, fo 
ke anointed him in that nature to his kingly office: 
Thou loveſt righteouſneſs, and hateſt wickedneſs; 
EE. « therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with 
. oil of K pee above 5 e. f Pfalm 
Ae. 8 | 
'T he Father not FO anointed. him, buy tis crown- 
1 An alſo : « A crown was given unto him, and 
9 he went forth ee and to conquer,” Rev. 
vi. 


6:41 


vi. 2. And again, 5 Thus ſaith the Lord, Remove 


« the diadem, and take off the crown: this ſhall not 


cc be the ſame; exalt him that i is low, and abaſe him 


« that is high. 1 will overturn, overturn, overturn * 
« jt, and it ſhall be no more, until he come whoſe 


8 right it is; and 1 will give 10 bim, Ezek. xxi. 


26, 27. 
And, as the FarhEx gave him the crown, 8 


alſo he gave him the kingdom. “ I ſaw in the 
« night-viſions, and, behold, one like the Son of 
cc man, came with the clouds of heaven, and came 
« to the Antient of days, and they brought him 


« near before him. And there was given him do- 
« minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peo- 


cc ple, nations, and languages, ſhould ſerve him,” 
Dan. vii. 1 3, 14. 

And, as the Father gave him a kingdom, ſo he 
alſo enthroned him. © I, have ſet my King upon 
« my holy hill of Zion,” Pſalm ii. 6. 

1. Thus God the F. ather prepared the body for 
him, Heb. x. © 

2. And with all the fulneſs of the Holy Ghoſt he 4 
anointed him, Acts x. 38. | | 
3. With glory and honour he crowned him, | 
Pſalm viii. 5. 

4. A kingdom Ka dominion he gave unto him, 
Dan. vii. 14. | 
5. And upon his holy Wy of 20 he ſet him, 5 


Pfalm 1 ii. 6. 
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And, when the Father had thus done, he put all 
things under his feet: © Thou madeſt him to have 


e © dominion'over the work of thy hand; thou haſt 


ee put all things under his feet,” Pſalm vii. 6. No- 


thing excepted, but God himſelf; as it is written 


But, when he faith all things are put under him, 
« jt is manifeſt that He is excepted which did _ all 


esc things under him,” 1 Cor. xv. 27. 


And when he was thus crowned a EPR was 


2 given unto him, Rev. i. a book ſealed with ſeven 
ſeals; in alluſion to the teſtimony given tc the kings 


of Iſrael at their coronation, 2 Kings xi. 12. Which 


ſealed book, or teſtimony, is the Book of the Reve- 


lation; and thoſe who are enlightened into. it may 


I eaſily ſee his reign, * in mens and in 
grace. 
This middle, or mediatorial, reign # Chriſt is 

twofold. He is King of Zion, and King of nations 


King of the church, and King of the world— 


Phou haſt given him power over all fleſh, that he 
e may give eternal life to as many as thou haſt given 
"© him.” He keeps his throne of grace in Zion, and 
his throne of majeſty in the world; for he doth not 


-only reign in Zion, but from ſea to ſea, and from 


T2 ; 7285 river to the ends of the earth. 


In Zion he governs by his power, his pirit, his 


5 | gol and his grace ; by his miniſters and other 
officers, by the miniſtry of his word, by his _ 
ones, and by * . Fee A 
FF 1255 " £ In 
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In the world he governs by kings, and by princes, 
Kc. As it is written, © By me kings reign, and 
« princes decree juſtice. By me princes rule, and 
« nobles, even all the judges of the earth,” Prov. 
viii. 15, 16. For he is e of MP and Lord 
of lords. 
This middle, or - mediatorial reign in . hand ot 
Chriſt is to continue till he © hath put down all rule, 
e all authority, and all power; for he muſt reign till 
< he hath put all enemies under his feet. The laſt 
cc enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death.” When the 
end comes, Satan, and all devils ſubject to him ; fin, 
and all the train of its provocations ; death, and all 
its ſpoils; wicked kings, princes, judges, and no- 
| bles; ſhall be all put down: and all finners ſhall ” 
| then be arraigned, condemned, damned, and de- 
ſtroyed. And, when the earth and all her works, 
devils and all ſinners, are deſtroyed, all rule, au- 
thority, and power, will be put down, and an end 
put to his government as King of nations; for 
there will be no nations to govern. | Fo 
So, likewiſe, when all the ele& of God, the way | 
loved Zion whom he hath choſen, all the general! 
aſſembly, will be raiſed from their graves, . and be 
united to their ſouls, and their vile bodies changed 
1 and faſhioned like unto the glorious body of Chriſt; _ 
er then ſhall all the ſubjects of grace be brought, in a 
i- glorified ſtate, even to God the Father, from whom 
_ Chriſt received them; and ſhall be delivered up in 
In full n ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 
E 3 1 
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As a ſhepherd, he delivers up his flock; as a mi- 
niſter of the ſanctuary, he delivers up his charge; 
and as King of Zion, he delivers up the kingdom. 
The militant church is now the triumphant one; 
grace is now diſplayed in everlaſting glory; the 
goſpel of truth © is ſettled in heaven,” Pſal. cxix. 89. 
ce Mercy is built up for ever, and faithfulneſs eſta- 
e bliſhed in the very heavens,” Pf. Ixxxix. 2. Mount 
* Zion is now become the heavenly Jeruſalem. 
Preaching and hearing the goſpel will be no more. 
His reign of grace, his middle reign, as Kihg of 
Zion, will now have an end. His regal ſceptre will 
be laid aſide, or ceaſe to be what it now is. Chriſt 
has been ſubject to the Father all along: this 
- ſeems to be the laſt act of ſubjection touching the 
empire of grace. For ſo it is written, © Then 
'4* * cometh the end, wrtn he ſhall have delivered 
& up the kingdom to God:“ then, at that time, 
and in that 447, ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be fub- 
jet untd him. From the F ather he received his 
kingdom and his choſen ſubjects, and to God he is 
accountable both for his reign and for them; and, 
being accountable and ſubjected to give up his ac- 
counts, he delivers up the kingdom of grace to che 
_ Father of glorx. 
But what then? Does his Godhead ea this . | 
man nature that he aſſumed? No; the word that 
TE. Was with God, and that was God, and that was made 
3 fieſh, and dwelt among us, will abide fo for ever. 
FThe child bom, the ſon Seen, is an EVERLASTING 
RE. I | * cc FATHER,” 
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ce pan Iſaiah ix, 6. “ He ſhall ſee his as 


* 
ce and PROLONG HIS Days,” Ifaiah liii. 10, longer 


than Adam or Methuſelah either, even to all eterni ty, 
the world and all her works ſhall be deſtroyed: 
But thou art the ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail, 
Heb. i. 12 — ſhall never ceaſe to be. In and 
through the glorified humanity will the Godhead + 
of Chriſt dwell, and ſhine to all eternity. 
But is there now an end put to the Saviour 8 ) | 
reign ? Yes; an end is put to his reign of grace, as 
mar and mediator; but not to his reign of glory, as 
over all, God bleſſed for evermore. Chriſt 1s King 
| of glory in heaven, as well as King of Zion on 
earth: the former he has by right of nature, the 
latter by the gift of the Father. © Lift up your 
& heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye ever- 
* laſting doors; and the King of glory ſhall come 
«in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of 
« hoſts, he is the King of glory,” Pſalm xxiv. 7, 8, 
9, 10. And this God of armies, as King of glory, 
ſhall ever reign. For, though a throne of grace 
will not be needed as now, yet Chriſt's throne 'of 
glory ſhall ſtill remain; for his ſubjects of grace 
ſhall then be ſubjects of glory, over whom Chriſt, 
as King of glory 1 in his glorified humanity, ſhall 
reign to all eternity ; and his reign, of glory ſhall 
never have an end. And ſo it is written, © His do- 
ce minion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall 
« not paſs away; and his kingdom that which, al 
* not be tre Pan. ii. 44. Again, In the 
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ce "Res of theſe kings ſhall the God of heaven ſet1 up 


ce a kingdom which ſhall never be deſtroyed; and 
ec the kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, it 
« ſhall break in pieces and conſume all theſe king- 


c doms, and it ſpall ſtand for ever—the dream is 


e certain, and the interpretation ſure,” Dan. vii. 18. 
And again, “ the kingdoms of this world are be- 
« come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt; 


© and he ſhall reign for ever and ever,” Rev. xi. 15. 


When all the wicked are in hell, and all the ſaints: - 
in glory, as King of glory Chriſt ſhall ever reign 1 
te The Lord is King for ever and ever: the heathen 
« are periſhed out of his land, Pſal. x. 16. Again, 
«.He ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for ever; 


ee and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end,” Luke 


i. 32, 33. Again, © of the increaſe of his govern- 
ee ment and peace there ſhall be no end.” All theſe 
ſcriptures which reſpect Chriſt as God, and as King 
of glory, declare that his reign of glory ſhall never 
have an end; and this is confirmed by what the 


Father faid to him: But unto the Son he ſaith, 
« Tuy THRONE, O Gon, is for ever and ever: a 
ec ſceptre of righteouſnefs is the ſceptre of thy king- 


« dom. Thou haſt loved righteouſneſs, and hated 
« jniquity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath 


« anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy 
. « fellows. And thou, Lord, in the beginning haſt 
e laid the foundations of the earth: and the heavens 


cc are the work of thy hands. They ſhall. periſh ; 


5 7 " thou remaineſt: and * al Mall Wax old as 


| * doth. . 


* 
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doth a garment ; and as a veſture ſhalt thou fold Fa, 
ce them up, and they ſhall be changed: but thou 
cc art the ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail,” Heb. i. 
$—12. In the above texts it is clear to be {cen that 
the Saviour's reign of grace and reign of glory are 
inter woven together: the one hath an end, the other 
has none. The laſt text quoted ſhews that he cre- 
| ated the heavens and all their hoſts, the earth and 
all her inhabitants; and, when the latter is deſtroyed, 


. he will reign in the former. He made his angels” 


| ſpirits; they are the work of his hands, which he has 
a right to govern, being the Head of all principali- 
ties, and of all power. And, touching his aſſump- 
tion of human nature, © angels, and authorities, and 
« powers, are made ſubject unto him,” 1 Pet. iii. 24. 
The latter he received, it was included in the Fa- 
ther's gift {Let all the angels of God worſhip him) ; 
the former he holds as God, by right of nature; and 
this will never be given up. I conclude this head 
that the Saviour, as King of glory, will reign over 
_ glorified ſaints and angels to all eternity; nor will 
devils and damned ſouls be left without an eternal 
ſenſe. of his terrible majeſty.— Thoſe who are. ſo | 
highly favoured as to aſcend up into heaven, will find 
him there ; and thoſe who make their bed in bell, will 


find him there alſo, Pſal. cxxx1x. 8. 


_ Having given my humble opinion of the ak 
ſpoken of in the text, and of delivering up the king- 
dom to the Father, and of the Son being /ubje? to 
W I will now drop a few thoughts upon the 


3 


— 


laſt 


6 * 0 


aſt clauſe of the text; which is, That Cod may be all 
in all. This cannot mean, as Mr. Veſſey deſcribes 
it, that the human nature of Chriſt is to be left by 
the Godhead; becauſe in that nature he declares 
that be is alive for evermore, Amen, Rev. i. 18. In 
that nature he is an everlaſting Father, Iſaiah ix. 6. 
God declares that he is a Prieſt for ever and ever: — 
« The word of the oath maketh the Son a- prieſt, 
cc who is conſecrated for evermore, Heb. vii. 28. 
And again, © He ever liveth to make interceſſion | 
« for us.” W this cannot be the ſenſe " tie 
CEXt 8 

And, as to the notion of che Father and the Holy 


Ghoſt being nothing but names, or office characters, 


which characters will then ſubſide, and Chriſt's di- 
- vine nature being the only perſon or perſonality in 
the Godhead, being all in all, cannot be the ſenſe 
neither; for God is three perſons: There are 
ce three that bear record in heaven; the Father, the 
ce Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and ese three are 
s one,“ 1Johnv. 7, And again, I and my Father 
are one, John x. 30, He doth not mean that I, and 
my Father, are two names and but one per/on ; 
for the Father is a perſon, Heb. i. 3; and the Son 
is another perſon, 2 Cor. ii. 10. Therefore the 
Lord's meaning is, I and my Farnzx (though two 
diſtinct perſons) are one Gob; but not to the ex- 
_ clufion of the Holy Ghoſt, who is another Com- 
forter, and conſequently another perſon in the God- 
head. Chriſt was a diſtin& perſon from the Father, 
1. 1 7 and 
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and equal 1 in glory and majeſty with him, before the 
world was made. And now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own felf, with the glory that I had with 
thee before the worid was. This glory here prayed _ 
for was the glory promiſed to his manhood, which 

was to be crowned with glory and honour. © And here 
is @ glory that Chriſt had with the Father before the 
world was, a glory with him as an equal to him, and 

not of him, as a dependant on him. The words 
plainly imply that the Father and the Son were two 
diſtinct perſons, in glory before the world was made; 
and that Chriſt is equal to the Father, the ſcriptures 
witneſs “ Awake, O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, > 
« and againſt the man my fellow, faith the Lord of 
« hoſts,” Zech. xiii. 7. And again, © He thought 
cc jt not robbery to be equal with God,” Phil. ii. 6. 


And again, That all men ſhould honour the Son, 


tc even as they honour the Far HER,“ John v. 23. 
Here are two diſtinct perſons exiſting, equal in glory 
from eternity; and they are to have equal honour 
from all the faints, even to eternity. As it is writ- 
ten, © And every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as 
« are in the ſea, and all that are in them, heard J 
« ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and 
« power, be unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, 
« and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever,” Rey. v. | 
13. It is clear that theſe glorified fouls which are 
in heaven are not Sabellians, and it is as clear that 
__ are not Arians ; and yet, as they are now made 


perfect 


oF \ 


Ny 

d and perfect in = it is not to be 
doubted but they are as wiſe in heaven as ever Mr. 
Veſſey was when upon earth: and it is clear that 
they ſee not, nor do they know, any thing of the 

SGodhead of Chriſt forſaking his manhood, and the 
manhood being on a level with common behevers ; 
for they aſcribe equal bleſſing, equal honour, equal 
glory, and equal power, to the Lamb, as unto the 
Father, and that for ever and ever. . Hence it fol- 
lows that, if Chriſt be not God, their worſhip 1s 

| idolatry ; and, if he be nothing but an office-cha- 
racer, their anthem is folly, tor it is aſcribing om- 
nipotent power to a nonentity ; and, if there be not 
two diſtinct perſons, it will not be an eaſy matter to 
make common ſenſe of the ſong; and, if Chriſt's 
reign of glory hath an end, they muſt err, who aſcribe 
bleſſing, and glory, and Honour, and power, to him 
for ever and ever; for * 0 muſt include his 
manhood. 

Furthermore, the Holy Ghoſt ; 18 cflencially God. 
Know you not that you are the temple of God, | 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? Now 
e the Lord is that Spirit: and, where the Spirit of 
e the Lord is, there is liberty,” 2 Cor. 3. 17. 
Now, as the Spirit is God, and the church the tem- 

ple of God the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanctifies it and 
dwells in it, and which Spilit ſhall, in the laſt day, 

quicken our mortal bodies, and faſhion them like 

unto the glorious body of Chriſt; even then he 


+ ”Y dwell in the church when, in her glorified ſtate, 
; and 
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and that for ever. He will, I fay, dwell in the 
church, and be a well of living water in it, and a 
Comforter to it, for ever. He ſhall give you another 
| Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, 
John xiv. 16. And thus runs the tenor of the co- 
venant, © My Spirit that is upon thee,, and my 
« words which I have put in thy mouth, ſhall not 
« depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth 
« of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed's 
« ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever, 
Ifaiah lix. 21. Hence it is clear that the Holy 
Ghoſt is God, and that he is an eternal Comforter, 
and that he will never depart from the church, nor 
ceaſe to dwell in it for ever; this is ſecured by a 
covenant that cannot be broken. Thus bleſſing, 
glory, honour, and power, are aſcribed to God and 
the Lamb for ever and ever; and the Holy Ghoſt 
abides in the church for ever and ever. And as to 
the human nature of Chriſt, in that he is alive for _ 
evermore, amen; in it he is a prieſt for ever and 
ever; in it he is conſecrated for evermore, and ever 
lives to make interceſſion ws us, ee not then as 
now. - | 
Hence it appears that the Arians' damnable hereſy 
is refuted concerning a ereated God, or God by of- 
fice, ſet up from everlaſting. I am the Finſt, and I 
am the Laſt, faith the Saviour, Iſaiah xliv. 6. Before 
ine there was no God formed, neither ſhall there be after 
me, Iſaiah xliii. 10, © Thus faith the Lord the King 
* of 2 and * Redeemer che Lord of hoſts; 1, 
cc. am 
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. & am the firſt, -and I am the laſt; and beſides me 
« there is'no God, 5 Iſaiah xliv. 6. Here the Sa- 
viour declares that there is no God to the excluſion 
of him. And, as the kingdom is to be delivered up 
to the Father, and bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, are aſcribed to him for ever and ever, 
there can be no God to the excluſion of the Father, 
nor to the excluſion of the Holy Ghoſt, who will be 
2 Comforter in the church for ever. And, as for 
the humanity of Chriſt, he will, in his human na- 
ture, be the eternal Light of the ſaints; as it is 
written, © And the city had no need of the ſun, 
de neither of the moon, to ſhine in it: for the glory 
&« of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
ce thereof. And I ſaw no temple therein: for the 
« Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the tem- 
te ple of it,” Rev. xxi. 22, 23. Paul's meaning, | 
therefore, muſt be this—we have now, while in a 
militant ſtate, a mercy-ſeat, a throne of grace to 
approach, a mercy-door to knock at, and have ac- 
ceſs to the Father by the faith of Chriſt; we have 
one God, and one Mediator between God and man, 
the man Chriſt Jeſus; and through the vail of his 
fleſh a way is opened to: the Father: but, when we 
are all brought to glory, the mercy- ſeat, the throne 
of grace, will then appear a throne of glory; and, 
when we have all entered through the vail of his 
fleſh into the Holy of Holies, we ſhall ſee God. 
Chriſt will then ſhew us plainly of the Father; the 
middle reign of grace will have an end, and the 
reign 
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reign of glory will then appear wonderful to us all. 
And, though now we have known Chriſt after the 
fleſh, henceforth know we him ſo no more; but 
Gop —FATHER, SoN, and SPIRIT—/ball be all in 
all: all to us, and all in us. Hence, ] conclude, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, theſe 
three are o, I John v. 7. And the ſaints ſpall al 
then be made perfeft in oxx, John xvil. 23. | 
Mr. Veſſey was in damnable errors. And, if God 
ſends a man a ſtrong deluſion that he may believe a 
lie, it is no wonder that he pretend to a full afſurance 
of faith. Solomon's fool rages, and is confident ; but 
it is but the Faith of a he, and the confidence of a fool, 
at beſt. Nor does the triumphant departure of 
a man with a lie in his hand, and intoxicated 
with the wine of error, now ſtumble me. Mary 
| Queen of Scots went to the block with as much 
fortitude in the principles of popery, as Mr. Veſſey 
met death with in the principles of Sabellianiſm. 
But what of all this? Paul ſays that a man may be 
enlightened, as Balaam was when he ſaw the viſions of 
God, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open. 
Yea, he may have taſted of the heavenly gift; that 
is, he may receive a ſpiritual gift, and feel a deal of 
Joy, zeal, and energy, with it; as well as Alexander 
and Demas: the former ſtood heavy perſecution, 
and the latter ſaluted the churches much. He may 
be a partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, as Saul was, and 
appear quite another man; and yet be nothing. He 
may taſte * "gu word of God, as the thorny _ 


and 
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1 ſtony ground hearers did, who heard it, and 
anon with joy received it. Yea, and taſte the 
powers of the world to come; they may feel joy, 
they may feel a delight, they may feel energy and 
power, until Chriſt takes the talent away, and then 
they wither away, having no deepneſs of earth, no 
brokenneſs of heart, nor contrition of ſpirit; having 
no root in themſelves; or, as Chriſt ſays, © I know 
that you have not the love of God in you:“ and they 
wither for lack of moiſture; that is, the well of 
living water, which ſprings up into everlaſting life, 
is not in them, which is the cauſe of their wither- 
ing or falling away. Paul, in the above place, 
is ſpeaking of gifts, and not of the grace of God. 
Nor does he call this enlightening, this taſting the 
word of God, &c. and being partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the things that accompany ſalvation. No; 
he tells the Hebrews that theſe things were found in 
apoſtates that fell away ſo as not to be renewed 
again unto repentance. But, ſays Paul, we are per- 
ſuaded better things of you; things that attend the ſal- 
vation of the ſoul ; things that attend a real work of 
grace; that you have taſted that the Lord is gracious ; 
that your ſouls have got a ſavoury unctuous experi- 
ence of the pardoning love of God. And, indeed, 
7 cannot find thoſe things that accompany ſalvation 
in all that catalogue of gifts. There is mention 
made of being partakers of the Holy Ghoſt ; but 

nothing of being born again of the Spirit, nor of 
grace and ſupplication by the Spirit. He gave them 
3 55 Ls * 
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great ſpiritual gifts: and in this ſenſe he came upon 
ſeventy elders at once in the wilderneſs; and ſo he 
has come upon many who will never be ſaved. Paul 
ſays nothing, in all that catalogue of the hypocrite” 8 
attainments, about the forgiveneſs of their ſins, nor 
of repentance unto life; nothing about a broken 
heart, converſion to God, or of regeneration; no- 
thing of juſtification unto life, nor of liberty by the 
Spirit; nor of Chriſt in the heart the hope of glory; 
nor of being ſealed to the day of redemption ;* nor of 
union with the living Vine, of acceſs to God, or of 
fellowſhip with the Father and the Son; nor of being 
in covenant with God, or being built on the founda- 
tion of the apoſtles and prophets. 

Read the following covenant bleſſings, ih ſe if 
they are to be found in the catalogue of the hypo- 
crite's attainments ; which are things that always ac- 
company ſalvation. I will put-my laws.1 in their 
mind, and write them in their hearts: I will be 
© merciful to their .unrighteovineſs, and their ſins 
«and their iniquities will I remember no more,” 
Heb. viii. 10, 12. Then will I ſprinkle clean 
« water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean: from all 
your filthineſs, and from all your idols, will I 
< cleanſe you. A new heart allo will I give you, 
© and a new ſpirit will I put within you” (but it is 
one thing for the Spirit to come upon a man, and 
it is another for the Spirit to be a well of eternal 
life in a man): © and I will take away the ſtony 
heart out of your fleſh,” (this makes the faint to 

. | - *2—=——__—C 
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te from the ſtony- ground hearer) E _— I will 
give you an heart of fleſh, And I will put my 
„ Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my 
« ſtatutes, and you ſhall keep my judgments, and 
ce do them. And ye ſhall be my people, and I will 
ce be your God. And I will fave you from all your 
e uncleanneſſes. Then ſhall ye remember your 
© own evil ways, and your doings that were not 
cc good, and ſhall loathe yourſelves in your own 
« ſight for your iniquities and for your abomina- 
« tions,” Ezek. xxxvi. 25—27, 31. Theſe are 
the things that accompany falvation ; but they are 
not to be found among the hypocrite's attainments; 
nor is there any of the things which Chriſt ſpoke 
when he opened his commiſſion. In Paul's cata- 

logue of the hypocrite's gifts there are no good tid- 
ings to the meek; nor of binding up the broken- 
hearted; nor of liberty proclaimed to captives ; nor 
of opening the priſon doors to them that are 
bound; nor of the acceptable year of the Lord: 
nothing of comforting them that mourn; no beauty 
for aſhes; no oil of joy for mourning; no garment 
of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs, Iſalah Ixi. 1, 2, 3. 
There i is no poverty of ſpirit; no meekneſs or con- 
trition; no hunger nor thirſt after righteouſneſs; no 
Purity of heart, Matt. v. 3, 5, 6, 8. All theſe, 
reader, are things that accompany ſalvation, ſuch as 
nao hypocrite ever had. Paul, in the ſixth chapter 
of the Hebrews, is deſcribing ſome of the moſt ac- 


N 1 hypocrites, who are not choſen veſſels, 
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but reprobates ; and to. me they ſeem to be denen 
And Paul gives us a deſcription, iſt, of their high 
attainments; a2dly, of their fearful fall; and, ah, : 
their dreadful end. | 
For #t is impoſſible for thoſe bs were once onli gbt- 
ened, as Balaam was; and have tafted the N 
gil, as Alexander and Demas did; 

And were made partakers of the. Holy Ghoſt ; 2 was 
Saul, 1 Sam. x. 10. So was Balaam, Num. xxiv. 2. 
_ « And the Spirit of God was upon Saul's meſſengers, 
« and they propheſied,”. 1 Sam. xix. 20. © And 
« Saul ſent other meſſengers, and they propheſied. 
« And he ſent. meſſengers, a third time, and they 
« propheſied allo, 5 1288 xix. 21. Paul 122 1 
on 

Aud have taſted the good word f God, as N 
did when God put a word in his mouth; and as 

the thorny and ſtony- ground hearers did, who heard 
the word, and anon with joy received it; who for a 
vubile believed, but in temptation fell away, having 
no root in themſelves; and as Judas, who took 
part of this miniſtry - the word, and a gift to preach 
ä it, and to do miracles. Yea, they may have all 
knowledge, and underſtand all myſteries, and ſpeak 
with the tongue both of men and angels, and yet be 
| nothing in God's account, Paul adds— © 

And taſte the powers of the world to come, If by 
the powers of the world to come be meant the goſ- 


pel, they taſte a joy and a delight in it; and if by 


the powers of the world to come be meant the 
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power * working miracles, as is moſt likely, then | 
many have had this. Many will ſay to me in that 
« day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 
© name ;- and in thy name caſt out devils, and done 


many wonderful works? And then will I profeſs | 


cc unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, all 
ce ye that work iniquity.“ In which they taſted joy, 
zeal, and delight; which always lift ſuch men up 
with pride, till they fall into the condemnat on of 


the devil. And ſo it follows, 


If they. ſhall fall away to renew them again to re- 
pentance. And what is to hinder their falling away, 
ſeeing the things that accompany ſalvation are not ces 
them? And ſeeing, alſo, ' © : 


That they crucify to themſelves the Son f Ged . 


and put him to an open ſhame.” In their apoſtaſy they 


ſhew themſelves to be of the ſame ſpirit as the Jews, 
who' crucified Jeſus through envy, and tried to put 
him to ſhame by a crown of thorns and a mock 
ſceptre ; and they deal with his cauſe, and his body 
myſtical, as they did with Chrilt perſonal. And 
ſuch hypocrites, when their reprobation is made 


manifeſt to themſelves and others, are the moſt deſ- 


perate enemies to Chriſt and his ee Faul mm 
on to touch upon God's huſbandry. - | 


For the earth, which drinketh-in the rain that: FOR 


oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet: for them by 


whom it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſſings from God. Here 

is the good ground, the honeſt and good heart, upon 

which Chriſt comes dawn as ſhowers upon the 
Foy >. : mown 


Tus 


mon graſs, and as rain that waters the earth: this 
doth not wither for want of moiſter, but it brings 
forth herbs, Prov. xxvii. 25; meet for the Trinity, 
by whom it is dreſſed. This, ſays Paul, 
Receives bleſſing hum God. This ſoil is bleſſed of 
God, and cannot wither, nor fall away, nor be 


curſed, nor be burnt, as 10 other bares foll i i 5 


As it follows: 1 

But that which beareth W and 1 is 1 
Theſe are the thorny-ground hearers, in whom, 
.Chriſt ſays, the word that they ad is choked by | 
riches, | worldly cares, and the luſt of other things, 
Mark iv. 19. But God's elect are not briers and 
therns, but fir-trees and myrtles. Inſtead of the 
« thorn ſhall come up the fir-tree, and inſtead of 
« the brier ſhall come up the myrtle-tree,” (and 

theſe ſhall neither be curſed nor burnt) ; * andi ĩt 
ec ſhall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlaſt- 
- ing ſign, that ſhall not be cut off,” Ifaiah lv. 13. 
But that which beareth briers and thorns is KR- 
jrerzb. It is a full and an undoubted evidence of 
their reprobation.— . Reprobate ſilver ſhall men call 
« them, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them, 
i Jer. vi. 30. By which it is eaſy to ſee that Paul 
 fays nothing of theſe hypocrites but what Moſes and 
the prophets have ſaid. God ſays men ſhall call 
them reprobates, for the Lord hath rejected them: 
and Paul ſays, That which beareth TB and thorns 
rected; and adds, N ay a df 
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And is Fry unto curſing, whoſe adi is to be Arnet | 
Some people pervert this paſſage of holy writ, and 
fay that this hypocrite, in his great accompliſhments, 
is a real child of God; and that it is impoſſible for 
him to fall away. But I ſay it is impoſſible for him 
to ſtand. For, let him have what gifts he may, they 
muſt all be taken from him in the year of jubilee,” 
or in the goſpel-day, Ezek. xlvi. 16, 17. He that 
hath not grace, but a gift, it ſhall be taken away, 
cc even that which he hath,” Mark iv. 25. : 

They are nigh unto curſing. They are under the . 
curſe of the law, and never were delivered from it, 


but they are nigh unto it - nigh unto the execution 


of God's moſt dreadful curſe, which they are ripen- 
ing apace for, and are nigh unto, by crucifying the 
the Son of God afreſh, and by their being repro- 
bates, not elect ſouls; rejected, not choſen in Chriſt; 
nigh unto curſing, never blefſed with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
Whoſe end is to be burned. Whoſe decreed end 
is to be burned, body and ſoul, in hell fire; they 
being rejected, or reprobated, of God. And if 
this is the ſtate of a child of God, then wo be to 
ſuch a child! Any body is welcome to take up the 
pen and prove me a liar, and make my ſpeech no- 
thing worth, if they can. I have not a ſingle doubt 
but God will enable me to defend it; and, if God 
ſpare my life, I will defend it. Prophecy abounds 
bs : with the deſtruction of cheſe briers and thorns, Read 
| "ne 
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Iſaiah ix. 18. x. 17. XXvii. 4. XXXii. 13. Theſe 
hypocrites went far enough beyond Mr. Veſſey. 
But theſe accompliſhed hypoctites, deſcribed by 

Paul, are no other than the houſe in the Saviour's _ 
parable, which Satan deſerted till it was empty, 
ſwept, and garniſhed, and then he repoſſeſſed it; 
till © the laſt ſtate of that man was worſe than the 

« firſt,” Matt. xii. 45. Peter's dog that returned 

to his vomit belongs to the ſame ſelect band, whoſe 

laſt end was worle than the W But Paul 
goes on — 
& But, end we are cation better things 
« of you, and things that accompany falvation, 

« though we thus ſpeak. For God is not unrighte- 

e ous, to forget your work and labour of love which 
« ye have ſhewed toward his name, in that ye 
« have miniſtered to the ſaints, and do miniſter.” 
Here Paul harps upon the bond of the covenant; 
the better things that accompany ſalvation are the 
work and labour of love: this is charity, which Paul 
calls the more excellent way ; and without which, 

let a man have what gifts he may, he is nothing. In 
ſhort, a man muſt be regenerated, born again, and 
renewed, before he can have any real appetite or 
reliſh for thoſe ſpiritual things that accompany ſal- 
vation. It is the new-born babe, and not the un- 
regenerate, that deſires the ſincere milk, or com- 

| forting nouriſhment, of the word of God. Hypo- 
crites may covet and reliſh ſpiritual gifts, becauſe of 

the double honour that attends a _ miniſter of 
F 3 | _ Jeſus; 


5 ( 


- Jeſs: and many covet them for filthy luere, and 
others becauſe they are too idle to work for their 
bread. Yea, many of the baſeſt characters have 
coveted this higheſt ſtation, who were never worthy 
of the loweſt room. Simon Magus offered large 
money for the power of being a miniſter of the Spirit; 
or of communicating the Holy Ghoſt to whotnſo- 
he would; by the laying on of his hands; who, at 
the fame” time, was © in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
in the bonds of iniquity,” Acts viii. 28. But not 
ſo the fool that God has formed for himſelf.-—The 
new man has a {pifitual palate, a ſpiritual appetite, 
and a ſpiritual belly, John vii. 38. He taſtes and 
e ſees that the Lord is good; bleſſed is the man that 
FE truſteth in him,” Pſalm xxxiv. 8. Here is a man 
bleſſed of God; and, if ſo, his ſoul is bleſſed with 
eternal life, for that is God's bleſſing; ; as it is writ- 
ten, Upon Mount Zion hath God commanded 
ee the bleſſing, even life for 'evermore.” Pſalm 
cxxxiii. 2. This man truſts, or believes, in the 
Lord; and he taſtes and ſees that the Lord is good 
bis eyes ſee and his hands handle the incarnate 
Word; and therefore the Lord muſt dwell in that 
ſoul, or he could not taſte or reliſh the Lord's good- 

neſs to him. 
But Paul's accompliſhed AMO or alle 
preacher, has no .goodneſs in him, for he bears 
briers and thorns ; nor does he ſtand by faith, but 
falls away; nor is he bleſſed, but nigh unto curſing; 
nor does he truſt in the Lord, but 1 in himſelf; nor 
does 
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does he taſte of the Lind's goodneſs, but of the word 

of God, and the power of working miracles, or the 

power of the Spirit—as Saul, his meſfengers, and 

Balaam, did—which are called "the powers of the 

world to come. For the unregenerate ſoul's taſte is 

vitiated by fin; he never reliſhes God's grace, nor 
his goodneſs. Peter will agree with me, that a ſoul 
can haye no true reliſh tor God's grace till it be born 
again. —* As ne [RY rn babes, deſire the ſincere 

« milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, if 

ce o be ye have tafted that the Lord i] Fracious; to 

« whom coming, as unto a living ſtole, ye alſo, as 

« lively ſtones, are built up a ſpiritual houſe.” 1 Pet. 

ii. 2—5. Theſe ſouls were new-born; they had 

reliſhed -and taſted the grace of God; they were 
come to the F oundation that God had laid; had re- 

ceived eternal life ; and, as lively ſtones, they were 
built up a ſpiritual houſe: but Paul's hypocrite 
was not upon the foundation, nor built up of God; 
for he fell away: and Chriſt fays. that ce the ruin of 

« ſuch a houſe is great,” Luke vi. 49. 

Peter gives quite a different account of the hy- 
pocrite, or unrenewed teacher. He calls him © a 
well without water” — the Spring of eternal life is 

not in his heart; © a cloud” but not belonging to 

the cloud of God's witneſſes, for he had no rain in 
his ſoul; © a ſpeaker of great ſwelling words of va- 
ce nity” without power, without ſavour, without 
life, and without ſalt. They promiſed liberty, while 
cen were ſervants of corruption: they pre- 

F E 3 
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tended to the glorious liberty of the children of God, 
while themſelves were drudges and ſlaves to the cor- 
ruption of their own hearts' luſts. They had 
c eſcaped the pollutions of the world” at their firſt 
ſetting off in a profeſſion, which was their external 
reformation : but, though they had eſcaped the pol- 
lutions of the world by a reformation, yet they had 
not eſcaped the corruptions of, their hearts by rege- 
neration, for they were ſtill {etwants to them. The 
be holy commandment was red to them,“ as it 
das when he was ſent forth, with the reſt of 
the apoſtles, to preach—he had the office and the 
commandment of an apoſtle ; and thus took part of 
the miniſtry with them. But Judas, as well as 

Peter 8 hypocrite, both turned © from the holy com- 

te mandment delivered unto them ;” and ſo it hap- 

pened, according to the true PR, that © the dog 

cc returned to his own vomit again,” 2 Pet. ii. 

I have led thee this roundabout track, reader, 
that thou mayeſt be enabled to diſtinguiſh between 
grace and gifts. Chriſt has various gifts to beſtow 

on the children of men.—To Judas, with the reſt of 

the apoſtles, he gave commandment © to preach, to 
cc heal the ſick, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the dead, 

e and caſt out devils,” Matt. x. 4—8. To others 

he gives knowledge, underſtanding, the ſpeech of 

men and angels, faith to remove mountains—and 
yet not charity. To others he gives riches and ho—- 
nours, which are in the left-hand of Wiſdom. And 

all theſe things ywo been Sven to 8 whoſe hearts 
were 


TT 

were never eſtabliſhed with grace; that is, their 
| hearts were never ſettled with believing, pardoning, ; 
repenting, juſtifying, regenerating, reconciling, re- 

newing, Toul-humbling, ſelf-abaſing, ſin-ſubduing, 
heart-comforting, and ſoul-reviving grace. The 
broken and contrite heart, that trembles at God's 
word, is a million leagues nearer the third heaven 
than the moſt accompliſhed hypocrite, garniſhed 
with all the above-mentioned giſts, taſtes, attain- 
ments, or accompliſhments. And all theſe, in gifts 
and appearance, went far beyond Mr. Veſſey. 

I know ſome will fay that ſuch preaching and 
writing as this cuts off nine profeſſors out of ten 
throughout the whole church.—To which I anſwer | 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his ſermon in the ſixth 


chapter of John, out of five thouſand followers, cut 


off all but twelve; and there was one devil left even 
then, Others, who are of opinion that Paul's hypo- 
crite (in the ſixth of the Hebrews) is a real ſaint, and 
one that cannot fall away, will not reliſh this doctrine 
of mine. But, if they cannot taſte any ſweetneſs in 
my inſiſting on an experience of the ' goodneſs and 
grace of God in the heart, I can appeal to them for 
a confirmation of this truth—that taſting thoſe gifts 
comes far ſhort of the new- born babe's taſting that 
the Lord is gracious; becauſe they have a greater 
reliſh for the: attainments of a hypocrite, as deſcribed 
in the word of God, than for the unction of a ſaint, 
therein deſcribed. However, God has given me 
eyes to ſee (and I truſt no man wil be able to put 
them 


(24 9 
them out) that plaiſtering, bolſtering, daubing, and 
varniſhing the hypocrite, ill becomes a miniſter of 
Jeſus. Thoſe who heal the wound ſlightly, crying, 
« Peace, peace, when God has not ſpoken to the 
conſcience, are no miniſters of God, but men- 
pleaſers: and they that pleaſe men cannot be the 
ſervants of Chriſt. : 
I ſhall now make a few remarks on the letter from 


Chatham. 


oy . Sch Since we have had him in our church, 
| - either occaſionally or as a ſettled miniſter, we have not been 
able to lay any thing to his charge, either in 1 point. of dac- 
tine or Chriſtian experience. 


Aufeer. If the five a who libs ſigned this 
letter, and who have known Mr. Veſſey only fo ſhort IB 
a time, could not charge him with error, eleven 

perſons, who fat under him for ſeveral years, could, 
and have charged him with damnable errors.— l ſay 
danmatle ; for all that are ſaved muſt be taught of 
the Father, be drawn to the Saviour, and be born 
again of the Spirit. And the authors of this letter 
from Chatham can aſſign no reaſon why the teſtimony 
ol eleven perſons ſhould not be as valuable as their's, 

. ſeeing they own that he was in Chatham but a ſhort 
time; nor why the witneſs of the greater cloud, who 
knew him for ſeven years, ſhould not counterbalance 
the leſſer, who knew him as a ſettled miniſter only 

l ſince laſt April, eſpecially conſidering how apt people 
= - are to be raviſhed with arte? I 28 know that he 
EE ; Was 
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was a Sabellian for many years; nor do I believe he 


was ever otherwiſe ; for even this letter, now under. 
conſideration, favours a little of that hereſy, and ſo 
I ſhall make it appear. As to their not being able 
to charge him with any thing touching Chriſtian 
ce experience this is not to be wondered at; having 


| himſelf acknowledged that he never had any—he 


never had experienced a change of heart; and there- 
fore no charge could be brought nn him on that 
Point, unleſs it was for the want of it. 


uot, But, as a 1 of Jehovah. Jeſus, he fas 
performed the part of an evangeliſt, and given full proof of 
his miniſtry, as there are his living epiſtles, known and 


read of all men many, very many, conſidering the ſmall 


. of time he has been in theſe parts. 


An If he has performed the part of an evange- 
liſt, ſome ſouls muſt have been evangelized by him. 
And, if he has made full proof that he is a miniſter 
of the Spirit, then, doubtleſs, God muſt have mini- 
ſtered the Spirit by his preaching; and has ſealed 


ſome ſouls by the Holy Ghoſt, under his miniſtry, 
up to the day of redemption ; ; which ſouls muſt be ſo 
many ſeals of the approbation of God, and of his 


miſſion and commiſſion from him.—Living epiſlles, 
who are quickened by the Spirit, on whoſe minds, 
and on the fleſhly tables of whoſe hearts, God hag 
written his laws of faith, truth, loye, and liberty, (by 
the miniſtry of any inſtrument) ſo as for theſe 


epiſtles to ſhine in life and converſation even ſo as far 


perſons to read 1 in their life what God Hak Written on 
| their 
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their hearts muſt be a 95994 that ſuch are ſent of 
God. Yea, this is a full proof that ſuch a miniſter 
| is bleſſed with a © cloven tongue of fire; or that 
he is a miniſter of the Spirit, a veſſel of honour, 
with the treaſures of grace; a ſteward of the myſte- 
ries, and of the manifold grace, of God. But then 
where are theſe evangelized ſouls, where are theſe 
ſeals and living epiſtles, to be found, who are known 
and read of all men? There are none to be found 
in Woolwich, who have received the Spirit by him, 
among all the converts he made there; nor yet at 
Streatham, or any other place in theſe parts: nor 
do 1 believe there is one at Chatham, or in al the : 
world. 
Let us now come to fas —fatts are ſtubborn 
things. If there is ſuch a © living epiſtle” at Cha- 
; tham, he will be glad to tell others what God has 


done for his ſoul, and to © give 2 reaſon of the hope 


« that is in him,” and of the experience that. worketh 
* hope.” And I ſhould be glad to ſee ſuch a nar- 
rative, or to ſpend an hour in company with any one 
that has been evangelized by Mr. Veſſey; for I think 
a a rea] © living epiſtle muſt greatly exceed Mr. Veſ- 
ſey himſelf, both in life and doctrine, if not the 

-writer of this letter alſo. Beſides, the ſpace of ſix or 
ſeven months is not time ſufficient to read a © living 
te epiſtle” in, unleſs a man has a very extraordinary 
gift of diſcerning ſpirits ; eſpecially as ſuch an one as 


Judas ſtood three years in his profeſſion without 


—_ properly read by any one, except the Lord 
TS 8 himſelf 


. 

kimſelf. If Mr. Johns will point out the brighteſt 
of Mr. Veſley's living epiſtles to me, I will go down, 
in company with a few friends, and viſit him; or I 
will bear his expenſes to and from London, if he 

will viſit us. But this will never be complied with; 
for I am fully perſuaded, by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that God never did, and that he never will, ſet his 
ſeal to the work of an unexperienced man, involved 
in confuſion and errors. I have watched this matter 
narrowly for theſe eighteen years paſt; but never 
ſaw it yet, nor ſhall I ever ſee it in Chatham. Nei- 
ther Mr. Butler, nor any one of his pupils, all the 
years they have laboured and toiled, ever brought 
one ſoul to God; nor do I believe they ever had ac- 
ceſs to God themſelves: there is neither proof nor 
ſign of it, or of any thing like it. That a phariſee 
may compaſs ſea and land to make a phariſaical pro- 
ſelyte ; that an Arian may make a proſelyte to Ari- 
aniſm; and a Sabellian make a proſelyte to Sabelli- 
aniſm ; I do not deny : but none of theſe ever were, 
nor do I believe ſuch ever can be, inſtrumental (call 
purged from their errors) in the hand of God in 
begetting ſouls to Chriſt Jeſus, nor of communi- 
cating the Spirit of God (which they never had 
themſelves) to others. I have made many converts 
myſelf, and have often been deceived by them ; of 
the goodneſs of whoſe ſtate I h. ave indulged many 
comfortable hopes : but time has always diſcovered - 


a * greak ene between the converts that I made 7 


d with reſpect to the covenant of redemption and not a trinity 
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Aus. Perſons, who can talk and write at this rate, 
do not appear to me to be properly acquainted either 
with God or themſelves; conſequently muſt be very 
improper judges either of doctrines or experience. 
Who is Paul, and who is Apollos ?—only earthen 
"veſſels with the good treaſures of grace in them, 
« that the excellency and the power might be of 
ce God, and not of them,” Indeed they preached 
« Chriſt the wiſdom of God and the power of God;" 
and to him power is to be aſcribed: but to call a 
poor crawling worm © the great power of God,” is 
inſolence and blaſphemy. Chriſt will never give his 
power and glory to another, nor his praiſe to graven 
images. Indeed the Samaritans, te from the leaſt 
ce to the greateſt, gave heed | 1 Simon Magus, fay- 
86 ing, This man is the great power of God.” Acts 
viii. 10. But then there is a reaſon alligned for it; 
which is, that © he uſed ſorcery, and bewitched the 
e people.” But it is no true ſign that thoſe are 
Living * who thus copy ale 4 L prople be- 
witchetct. 

Duet, Our cmd, r are chus—that he * 


: lieved there is not three Gods, but one undivided eſſence; ; 
yet three perſons in office, name, and character, as far as 


"of f ſubſtances, (as ſome nd mn acting by one divine 


OE by eſſence; 


FS 
eſſence; but a trinity of perſons in one ſelf-exiſtent Jeho- 
vah. So that, when a believer, approaching a throne of 
grace, calls on God the Father, he calls on Jehovah the 
Father, Jehovah the Word, and Jehovah the Spirit allo, —- | 
Yet there are not three Jehovahs, but one Jehovah... 


Auſ. This quotation, and what follows, is not 3 
delivered as Mr. Veſſey's doctrine, but as the 
church's thoughts ; which errs as much in thinking 
(for the want of experience) as Mr. Veſley erred (for 

the want of experience) in doctrine. And I be- 
lieve no perſon, really taught by the Spirit, ever be- 
lieved there were three gods. —It is not my faith, 
W nor ever was. But I ſuppoſe this is obliquely thrown 
gat me, as Mr. Veſſey privately charged me with 
error, becauſe I believed in three perſons in the Fi. 
Godhead. You allow that there are © three perſons n 
« in office, name, and character, as far as with re © 
| & ſpef? to the covenant of redemption.” I believe, 
alſo, that there are three diſtinct perſons in the God- 
head diſtinct in name; diſtin in office, and diſ- 
tinct in their perſonal properties; and that each per- 
ſon is God in all glorious perfections. And this the 
ſeriptures witneſs: for omnipotence, omniſcience, 
and omnipreſence; life, light, love; wiſdom, good 
neſs, underſtanding; truth, grace, eternity, im- 
e- menſity; immortality, and immutability; are, in 
| the ſcriptures of truth, aſcribed and attributed equal- 
ly to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt. < Theſe three perſons in office, name, 
« and en, are as * three perſons- as With re- 
8 wi Dn 
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te ſpect to the covenant of redemption.” I ſee nd 
cauſe for limiting the exiſtence of theſe three perſons 
to the covenant of redemption; for the Bible informs 
me that they are three perſons farther a great deal, 
I believe they are diſtinct in the work of creation. — 
Ar the creation of the world the Father faid to the 
Son and to the Holy Ghoſt— Let vs make man in 

our own image.” When He appointed the foun- 
cc dations of the earth, then was 7 by him” (faith 

the Saviour), © as one brought up with him; and I 
cc as daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” 
Prov. viii. 29, 30. The Farrar ſpoke, and it was 

done; the Word went forth, and created ; and © the 
e Sp1gIT moved upon the face of the waters.” Thus 
creation was a joint work; nor was there any 
thing made by either perſon to the excluſion! of the 
Other. . 
e The Lord commanded, and hey were cremed, * 
Pſalm cxlviii. "RES | 5 
© In the beginning was the Word, af the Word 
e was with God, and the Word was God. All 
things were made by him, and without him was 

c not any thing ba vran wah was CO . i. 

1, 25 +; | 

76 The Spirit moved 'on the face of ther waters,” 
Ge i. 2. And by his Spirit he hath e 
the heavens, Job xxvi. 13. [FEE 

Thus the work of creation is aſcribed to all the 

Siva perſons, and fo as not to the excluſion of either. 
cc ä is one God the Father, of whom are all 

oof e ; 


aa 
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t things; and ohe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are 
« all things,” 1 Cor. viii. 6. And one Holy Ghoſt, 
that filleth all things. Whither ſhall I go from 


| « thy Spirit?” Pfalm cxxxix. 7, The work of 


creation, therefore, was à joint work, between the | 
Father, the Son; and the Holy Ghoſt; and Chriſt 


declares that they have worked together ever ſince 
But Jeſus anſwered them; My Father worketh 


« hitherto; and I work,” John v. 17. 
And, as they were three diſtinct perſons i in the 


work of creation, ſo they are in the work of provi- 


dence —® The Father hath appointed the times and 
te the ſeaſons; the Son executes his Father's will; 
and the Spirit creates and renews the face of the 
earth,” Pal. civ. 30. 

And fo the fame in redemplion. The Father ap- 
pointed the Son, and prepared a body for him, and 
was with him in his ſufferings in it; the Son obeyed 
his Father's will, and offered himſelf a ſacrifice to 
him; and the Holy Ghoſt was the anointing on him, 
and through the eternal Spirit he offered * to 
God. 

And ſo alſo in the glorious wack of regeneration. — 
T he F ather of his own will begets us by the word 
of truth, the Holy Ghoſt produces a ſpiritual birth, 
and Chriſt is formed in the heart the hope of glory. 
And ſo in giving life to dead fouls. — The Father 


raiſeth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even ſo 


the Son quickeneth whom he will; and © ic is the 
6 f &F Spirit 


j 


C $2 y TL 
« Spirit that quickeneth, che fleſh e no· 
cc thing, John vi. 62. 
This appears to me to be the plain truth, aid 
there is both conſiſtency and harmony in it. And 
it is clear, from the word of God, that the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, are three perſons more than in 


office, name, and character: and further than as it re- 


ſpects the covenant of redemption, which is what this 
letter allows. For they were three diſtinct perſons in 
the Godhead from all eternity, and to all eternity will 
be the ſame. © The Lord poſſeſſed me in the 8 
* ginning of his way, before his works of old. 
ce was ſet up,” ſays the Saviour, © from ST 
6 from the beginning, or ever the earth was, Prov. 
viii. 22, 23. And to God and the Lamb will glory 
be aſcribed for ever and ever. The ſacred oracles 
are entirely ſilent about limiting the plurality of per- 
ſons to names and office- characters, and thoſe tb 
only, © as far as it n ch covenant of _— 
85 (c tion.“ N 
I ſhall now tranſcribe, 1 all . is written 
in the letter from Chatham touching Mr. Veſley's 
doctrines, excepting ſome paſſages already quoted. 


Quot. © God is a ſpirit; and they that worſhip him muſt 

e worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth,” John iv. 24. Ou 
| thoughts, therefore, are thus—that he believed there is not 
three Gods, but one undivided efſence ; yet three perſons 
in office, name, and character, as far as with reſpett to'tht 
.covenant of redemption-; and not a trinity of ſubſtances, (3 


12 — 


ts )- 


fome VHindly alfa) acting dy one Shins eſſence ; but a 
trinity of perſons in one ſelf-exiſtent Jehovah, So that, 
when a believer, approaching a throne-of grace, calls on 
God the Father, he calls on Jehovah the Father, Jehovah 


the Word, and Jehovah the Spirit alſo.—Yet there are not 


three Jehovahs, but one Jehovah. * There are three that 
« bear record in heaven; the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one, I John v. 7. 

In worſhipping his and our bleſſed Maſter, he believed 
him to be (as well as man) the uncreated, widerived, eter- 


nal, ſelf-exiſtent Jehovah—namely, Jehovah the Word. 


Oh, dear Sir, many times hath he exulted in his ſoul that 
the new creation could now worſhip. God, that rolled the 
ſtars along, and ſpake all things into Exiſtence, in our own 
nature. ** In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 


„ was with God, and the Word was God.” 


He did not believe him to be the firſt of ereated a 


and yet his blood ſufficient to atone fox ſinners, and his 
fighteouſneſs to adorn, or rather juſtify, chem from all 


things, of which they ſtood condemned by the tranſcript of 
Deity, the law. —No; he poſitively inſiſted that he was no 


leſs than the uncreated, underived, eternal, ſelf-exiſtent 


| Jehovah. ** IT am the hook and the offspring of David, the 


« bright and morning ſtar,” Rev. xxii. 16. So that the 
believer worſhippeth, in the perſon of Jeſus, the Father, 
the Word, and the Spirit. Alſo, in approaching the Deity 

jn the perſon of the Spirit, he did not believe him to be a 
bleſſing or an emanation from the refulgence of Deity, but 
the very God, the eternal, ſelf- exiſtent Jehovah. © Ne- 
« yertheleſs I tell you the truth; it is expedient that I go 


* away; for, if I go not away, the Comforter. will not 


* come unto you; but, if I depart, I will ſend. him 
de unto you; and, when he is come unto you, he will 


8 reprove che of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of 
G 2 Ci Judgment,” 


1 


* 1 
* 
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judgment, John xvi. 7, 8. Should any afk, Could no 


power, ſhort of the eternal power of God, reprove the 
world of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment ?—he an- 


ſwered, None. He believed that thoſe parts of the written 


word, which ſpeak of an inferiority of perſons in the Deity, 


referred only to the manhood of Jeſus. —Such as, He 
„ grew in wiſdom and knowledge with God and man.” — 


Again, Of the day and hour knoweth no man, no not 


«the Son, but the Father, &c. And of the Spirit of je- 
hovah, or they allude to his operations on the heart of the 
deliever.—Such as, But, when the Comforter is come, 
«+ whom I will ſend unto you from the Father, even the 


«6 Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
* ſhall teſtify of me.” —Again, ** If ye have not the * 
< of Chriſt, ye are none of his, &c. 


So, therefore, the believer worſhippeth- the great, the 
mconceivably, the incom Py great Three in 8 


| and One in Three. 


We have not gone into fo great a field of matter on the 


important ſubject as we might have done; but hope that, 
to an unprejudiced mind, theſe heads will ſuffice. 

Ile further inſiſted, (and to which we agree) that no- 
thing ſhort of the operative power of Jehovah the Spirit 
can reveal this myſtery to the heart.. Great is the myſ- 


e tery of godlineſs; God manifeſt in the fleſh; ſeen of an- 


4; << gels, juſtified in the Spirit, believed on in the world, and 
3 received up into glory,“ 1 Tim. iii. 16. | 


T his, 8 is Ek the chr at Chatham 


thinks to be the doctrines that Mr. Veſley taught. 1 
have copied them exactly as they are written. And 
we may clearly ſee that the writer of this letter (who 


6865 


eyes, and cheat the mind, of a ſimple belieyer. 


ous men, ſuch as thoſe that hold three gods; others, 
who hold Chriſt to be the firſt of created beings, as the 


be a bleſſing or an emanation from Deity! / 

When we read ſuch great words as theſe, reader, 
and find the author cutting ſharply at deſtructive 
hereſies, we are ready to think that ſuch, in the ſpi- 


However, we muſt not fall down and worſhip every 


muſt < prove all things, and hold faſt that which i is 
« good.” The ſerpent's ſeed are very cunning ; 


« light; and always crooked in their paths, eva- 
| five in their words, and allegorical in their ſpeeches 
—they fay one thing, and mean another; convey 
one meaning to us, and retain another meaning to 
themſelves : for a heart that is not good can never 


he believes in Jeſus—he will tell you, Yes. Aſk 
him if he believes him to be God—he will anſwer 
in the affirmative : but he means that Chriſt is God 
in no other ſenſe than -by office, as magiſtrates are 


he believes Chriſt to be the expreſs image of the 
b ather's perſon—he. will tell you, Yes: : but he 


* 8 

4 * * . 1 
N 
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5a ſchoolmaſter) has ſet before us ſome very great 
words; which are often brought forth to dazzle the 


Here are, likewiſe, ſome ſharp throws at errone- 


Socinian ; and others, again, who hold the Spirit to 
rit, muſt ſpeak myſteries, and be wonderful men. 


image that the children of men may ſet up we 


« wiſer in their generation than the children of 


be honeſt. If you were to aſk an Arian whether 


n 

[ 

d 

0 there be lords many, and gods many.” Aſk if 
N 

| 


way, # 
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way 
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means in. no has ſenſe than * Wagon in * 
image of God created he him.“ Should you aſk, 
him if he believes the eternal exiſtence of Chriſt—he 


Vill allow it: but his meaning is, that Chriſt had a 
| human ſoul pre-exiſting, which the Father made and 


ſet up from everlaſting; / though Chriſt is called 
« the quickening Spirit, the Lord from heaven,” 


7 which no human ſoul ever was. Andi it is clear 


that © « in fix days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
cc and all that in them is;“ ſo that nothing was 


made, above or below, till thoſe ſix days begun 


therefore his human ſoul could not be made from 


| everlaſting, as nothing, in heaven or earth, was 
made till then. But from everlaſting to everlaſting 


Chriſt is God.— 4 I am the Firſt and the Laſt, the 


2 Almighty”. If the firſt, then there was none be- 
5 fore bim to create bim; and, if the laſt, there will be 
none t to autlive him. 1-4 > 


Our ſouls, C hriſtian reader, are precious to us, 


85 and truth 1 is precious; therefore we muſt look well 
to our way, and take heed how we hear. This let- 


ter from Chatham, which i is ſent to vindicate Mr. 


; Veſley and his doctrine from the charge of hereſy 
which is brought againſt him, does not contain the 


true confeſſion of a Chriſtian's faith; nor ſhall 1 fall 


| down and worſhip the god that Mr. Johns has therein 
declared; for this ſame letter is pregnant with nothing 


but Sabellianiſm. And, though Mr. Johns denies 
that Mr. Veſſey was an Arian (or one 'who denies 
the Godhead of JA yer, from this ecke it ap- 


18 I” * 


8 
O » = y * 2 
5 — . ” 
E- * 40 £ * * 0 
2 * = - 7 
- * 1 1 » 
: y r 
c 
% 
* 
* 
1 


A IA "US ww. ww wn. -»w.'0 


* a. — 
4 7 
7 

e 


pears to me that he denies the Godhead of the Fa! 
ther and the Godhead of the Holy Ghoſt, which is 


Sabellianiſm. Is my reader alarmed at this?—Yes; 


and perhaps he is offended at it too.—To be of- 
fended at my eyeſight is to be offended at God, who 
opens the eyes of the blind. When my reader has 
been as much ſtaggered, ſtumbled, and knocked 

about the head, by the devil, and the profeſſors of 
the depths of Satan, as I have, he wilt look before 
he leaps, and not ftrain at a gnat nor ſwallow a 
camel. If Mr. Johns chooſes to enter the lift as an 
antagoniſt, I will diſpute the point with him, and my 
reader ſhall look on and judge betwixt us. We 
muſt not be baffled out of our faith, nor out of c com- 
mon ſenſe, by a few ſcholaſtic phraſes, nor yet by the 


- triumphant departure of the wiſe man's fool, who i is 
allowed to rage and be confident. There are ſome 


hypocrites, 1 whoſe excellency reaches to heaven, and 


whoſe head touches the clouds, Job xx. 6. who will 


never be admitted into the kingdom of God We 
now come to examine the letter. 


OS He 3 that there is not thies 78 bots one 
undivided eſſence; yet three perſons i in office, name, and 


a character —as far as with reſpect to the covenant pee | 
tion; and not a trinity of ſubſtances. 5 


25 


An. There are not three gods; yet the: . is 


God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God; 
and they are equal in power, equal in glory, and 
equal in divine majeſty. And theſe three are dif- 

tint perſons, and they are diſtin& in their perſonal 1 


G4 "POO: 
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properties; oj co-equal in one undivided ef 
ſence, and co-eternal in one undivided ſu bſtance. 
Mr. Johns : allows that © there are three perſons in 
ce office, name, and character —as far as with reſpect 
ec to the covenant of redemption.” Theſe gentle- 
men are aware that to make an agreement, contract, 
| bargain, or covenant, requires more perſons than 
one. Two perſons, at leaſt, muſt be engaged in 
making and ſigning a covenant ; and a third perſon 
is required : as a witneſs to it. And it is clear that 


ce there are three that bear record in heaven. But 


chen what are theſe three? Mr. Jones ſays © three 
« « perſons i in office, name, and characters far as 


| er with reſpect to the covenant.” This, reader, is 


the doctrine of Mr. Veſſey; ; this i is Sabellianiſm— 
| three perſons in name and office only in the. economy of 


ea 


the covenant : which names and offices will be re- 
placed or reſtored to the one perſon of Chriſt, as 

| God, when his manhood i is ſeparated from the God- 
head; and ſo God in one perſon will be all i in all. 
Mr. Johns adds“ but a trinity of perſons in one 
e  ſelf-exiſtent Jehovah. — c There are three that bear 
40 record in heaven; the F ather, the Word, and 
0 the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are one? Theſc 


4 are three perſons in office, &c, a trinity of perſons, 


C in name and character, in one Jehovah.” Mr. 
Johns allows that there are three. perſons, but then 
they are only perſons i in name and office, as far as 
reſpects the covenant, —His' meaning amounts to 
r e are | three rn characters i in one Je- 
7 1 hovah 
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hovah, and one'Jehovah in three pendelt Wass, | 
ters; for by three perſons he means-only in office, 
name, and character, as far as it ee che co- 
ent | 
But three perſonal nt in one Jehoval; and 
one Jehovah in three perſonal characters, comes far 
mort of being the Lord God of Iſrael, who is three 
| diſtinet perſons in one God, and one God in three 
diſtin perſons, from everlaſting to. everlaſting. 
And theſe three are more than perſonal names and 
offices—they are real perſons,” diſtinct perſons, ſelf- 
exiſting in the Godhead from all eternity, From 
everlaſting is God the Father; and from everlaſting 
was the Word ſet up by the Father, to be future 
man and mediator by incarnation ; and from ever- 
 lfting did the Holy Ghoſt agree to be the future 


anvinting on the human. nature of Chriſt, when the 


| fulneſs of time came for the human nature to be 
taken'i into union with the perſon of the Son of God. 5 
They are diſtinct perſons. The Father is on the 
throne, the Son at his right hand, and the Seven 
Spirits before the throne. And they are diſtin&'in 
their perſonal properties: for the ſcriptures aſcribe 
underſtanding, knowledge, willing, chooſing, ſpeak- 
ing, working, and operating; yea; exiſtence, life, 
and motion, to each of the three perſons in the 
Godhead. —Holineſs, truth, power, light, life, and 
love; eternity, immortality, and immenſity ; are 
poſſeſſed, in all their fulneſs and perfection, by each 
| 1 8 in the Tuzity. * though there are not 
| three 


© 9 ” 5 

» three Gads, yet there are three perſons e 2qually God 
- In one Elohim..; And, though there is not a a 1 
<« nity of ſubſtances,” yet there is a trinity of diſtinct 

perſons, exiſting from everlaſting to everlaſting in 
one undivided ſubſtance : and theſe are more than 
three names, or three perſons in office-charaQer, 
* Behold,” faith the Father, © I ſend an angel be- 
10 fore thee beware of Him, and obey his voice; 
« provoke him not, for he will not pardon your 
* tranſgreſſions ; for my name is in him, Exodus 
2x11. 20, 21. Here is the Father ſpeaking—the 
Logos ſpoken of—and'the Holy Ghoſt was in Moſes, 
and upon all the elders. | 
\ To fin againſt God in his e E 
: againſt a name or office, but againſt a divine perſon, 
who is a lawgiver, and whoſe anger burns td the 
loweſt hell. | 

And to crucify, Chriſt afreſh. 1 is not 3 
aginſt a perſon in name only, but againſt a perſon 
that is eternally God, — the author and finiſher of 
the law of faith; who will fill the throne of judg- 
ment, and paſs the awful ſentence Kann * 
All infidels and hypocrites. 
And to fin againſt or blaſpheme the Holy Glioſt, | 
Ss ſinning againſt a divine perſon alſo, who.is the 
giver: of the law of life; who will never grant a 
1 fuch an * in this world. nor in * 5 

Cee an everating king, ** 

en kingo grace at kin of gry. 


* oz 5 
Aud de kingdom within us flands in righteouſ- 


— peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghoſt. And 
Father, Son, and Spirit, three diſtinct perſons, will 
ever live and reign one God, world Wn des 
Amen,—Mr. Johns goes on: e . 


Quel. Many times hath he aaa in his foul toe 1 
new creation could now worſhip God that rolled the 


ſtars along, and Feen ge. into es nd in our "ron 
nature.” "6 


4 If Mr. Velley' foul BIS in this, i it was 
exulting in a lie; ; for all things were not ſpoken 
into exiſtence | in our own nature; nor was the human 
nature made, or Adam formed, until all other things 
were i in exiſtence. Nor is the new creation of grace 
to be aſcribed to the Saviour, ſo as to the excluſion 
of the Father. The Father worketh hitherto, and 
« ] work,” John v. 17. Nor yet to the excluſion 
7 of the Holy Ghoſt—* for all theſe worketh that one 
« and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing to every man | 
" * ſeverally as he will, 1 Cor: Xii. IT, : 


- Dot. 80 that the believer ern in [the A of 
es the Father, the Word, and the Spirit. 3 


This looks like exhibiting 1. perſons, 
| i it is another ſcrap of Sabellianiſm: for, 
as Mr. Johns allows the perſons in the Trinity to'be 
perſons only in office, name, and character, as far 
as it reſpects the covenant, he here brings in only 
the perſon of Jeſus, and the wotſhip of three per- 
fonal names in him. But the Lord God of Iſrael is 
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one Lord; and three names are not to be worſhipped 
in one perfon, but three perſons in one God, and 
one God in three perſons. 


| Our. Alſo, in Cs the Deity in the ks * | 
the Spirit, he did not believe him to be a bleſſing or an ema- 


nation from the refulgence of Deity. 


An This good man ſeems to talk entirely with; 
out book. What does he mean by approaching the 
Deity in the perſon of the Spirit? The Spirit - who 
1s a divine perſon, and who fills immenſity; who is 
the Seven Spirits before the throne in heaven above, 
and who dwells in every faint throughout the earth 
beneath; under whoſe influence, and by whoſe kind 

aid, we are enabled to approach God the Father 

' ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt—is a perſon in 
the Deity, and 1 know of no Deny to the 8 | 
of him. : 
This emanation, . from the refulgence of 
Deity; is a notion held by many heretics ; the mean- 


ing of which i is this—that God is one pen ; that 


the Spirit is eſſential to God, as my breath is eſ- 
ſential to me; that the Spirit flows from God, as 
my breath flows from me. But I and my breath are 
nat two witneſſes; nor can ſuch an emanation from 
the divine Majeſty be a diſtinct witneſs, and an- 
other diſtin comforter. If God be but one per- 
ſon, there can be but one divine witneſs, and but 
one to bear record: but there are three diſtinct per- 
_ and three diſtinct witneſſes ; and theſe three 
e ce bear 


„ 
© bear record in heaven—the Father, the Work 
ct and the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one.” 


x John v. 


Quot. Auk of the Spirit een 3 they allude to > his 

operations on the heart of the belieyer; ſuch as, But, 

„ when the Comforter is eome, whom I will ſend unto 

ee you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
« proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me.“ 


Anſ. It or they allude to his operations.” The 
pronoun plural ſeems to me to ſignify perſons, inſtead: 
of the operations of one perſon on the heart of a be- 
liever. In ſhort, the tenets of Mr. Johns, accord- | 
ing to my judgment, are theſe—He believes that 
there is one divine perſon, which is the Saviour; and 
that, when the Holy Ghoſt or the Father is men- 
tioned in his letter as being God, Chriſt appears 
ſometimes in the character of the Father, ſometimes 
in the office of the Spirit, and ſometimes in his own 
covenant character: and, though he allows that 
there are three perſons, yet he means that they are 
only perſons in office, name, and character, as far 
as (and no farther than) with reſpect to the cove- 
nant; and thoſe, who hold that there are three 
diſtin& perſons in the Godhead, are thrown at as 
holding three gods, or a trinity of ſubſtances ;” 
which is not true of me, nor of * who are taught Bo 
of God. 1 

There is a treatiſe, reader; lelt in ans by 
Mr. Veſſey, that the people at Chatham talk of 
_ publiſhing ; ſome part of which has been tran- 
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ſeribed and ſent to me, and which I will here wen 
and examine. 


An extract, taken ow a treatiſe of Mr. Veſiey% 85 
entitled A late Alarm of Antinomian Fi ire proved 
to be without cauſe.” 


Duet. It is an undeniable truth that there is but one 
a eternal, incomprehenſible, ſelf-exiſting, and immutable 
Jehovah ; without form, parts, or paſſions; who filleth 
immenſity, and is every where preſent.—“ Hear, O Ifrael; 
a the Lord our God is one Lord,” Deut. vi. 4. That this 
all-wiſe, ſupreme Being, hath been pleaſed to make him- 
ſelf known to the heirs of glory, in the myſtery of redemp- 
tion, by three diſtinct perſonal names and covenant characters 
— Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt; which, although they 
are diſtinctly three in office, name, and works, yet are but 
one in eſſence, ſpirit, and nature. There are three” 
[mark that, three} “ that bear record in heaven—the Fa- 
< ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and' theſe thr ce 
« are one” [mark that, one,] 1 John v. 7. | 
And the beſt knowledge that ever a mortal attained to of 

this profound myſtery is this to enjoy communion with 
God, as my ſovereign, electing, gracious, and unchange- 
able Father in Chriſt; and ſenſibly to feel his everlaſting 
love ſhed abroad i in my heart; the Spirit of adoption en- 
abling me to call him my Father without a ſtammering 
tongue; to have fellowſhip with the Son of God in all his 
finiſhed ſalvation ; and ſo as to enjoy, through faith in him, 
peace with God through the application of the metits of 
his precious blood to my conſcience; and to find acceptance 
with God, and boldneſs to approach near unto him by the 
.Saviour's. righteouſneſs imputed to me; and find Satan 
overcome and beund, death beteayed of his ſting, and clear 
Soc and delivetance from the bondage and con- 

demning 


; 4 


„ 
zemning power of the law; liberty from the thraldom, | 
guilt, love, and power, of ſin; and all by faith in Jeſus. 
Theſe ineſtimable bleſſings are experienced by the fellow- 
ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt operating in the hearts of the elect, 
as a Spirit of love, of power, of counſel, of might, of life, 
of a ſound mind, of knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. 
I fay this is the beſt and only ſaving knowledge we can have 
of the ever- bleſſed and glorious 'I'RINITY, agreeable to the 
apoſtolic benediftion—** The grace of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, the love of God, and the communion of the 
6 Holy Ghoſt, be with you. Amen.” 


he above, _ is Mr. Vedey 8 confeſſion of 
gh 
He a. lr * PR 18 > but one e eternal, incom- 
„„ ſelf-exiſting, and immutable  Jehovah;” 
which is true. 

2. That this © all-wiſe Being hath made himſelf 
« known to the heirs of glory, in the myſtery of re- 
« demption, by three diſtinct perſonal names and 
ce covenant characters Father, Word, and Holy 
« Ghoſt ;” all which amounts to this—that there is 
a trinity of names in-one perſon,” and one perſon in a 
trinity of names ; or three names in one perſon, and 
one perſon in three names. This is Sabellianiſm 
this is old Butler's hereſy: which appears to me to 
be blaſphemous, inſolent, and damnable ; for it is 


denying the perſon of God the Father and of God gn 


the Holy Ghoſt. The king of Babylon's viſion and 
confeſſion is ſufficient to overthrow Mr. Veſſey's 
e This matter is by the decrees of the 

_— rr cer Wieder, 


PN, in the above are borrowed 198 my uritings; only 
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a Watchers, and the demand by we word of the 
« Holy Ones; to the intent that the living rhay 
* know that the Moſt High ruleth in the kingdom 
* of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will. 
« This dream I Nebuchadnezzar have ſeen,” Dan. 
iv. 17, 18. Here is a plurality of Watchers, ot 
_ Holy Ones, in one Moſt High, and one Moſt High 
n a plurality of Watchers or Holy Ones. Should 
any object that theſe Watchers and Holy Ones are 
angels, I anſwer —Decrees are not made by them, 
nor is the decree aſcribed to angels in the text, but 
to the Moſt High, even by Daniel himſelf, in the 
24th verſe. Nor are they ever called Holy Ones; 
though they are called Holy Angels. Holy One: 
and Holy Ones, belong to the fountain of holineſs, 
| even God, who is holineſs itſelf, and the author of 
all holineſs, that is found either in faints or angels, 
Furthermore, the ſaints in the Hebrew text (Dan, 
viii. 24) are a called the . of the H * 

Ones. 

In ͤ Mr. veſſey⸗ 8 confeltion of faith, touching the 
A of God, there is no repentance, conver- 
ſion, or change of heart, mentioned. Mention is 
made, indeed, of an application of the atonement; 
but no ſenſe of fin, nor ſenſible pardon or forgive- 
neſs of fins, deſcribed; all which (according to his 
own acknowledgment at the prayer-meeting) he was 
an utter ſtranger to. Moſt of the expreſſions uſed 


thay 


6 * 


they are confuſedly jumbled together, for want of an 
unctuous experience of the power and grace of Ge 


and that the theft might not be perceptible. . 


The following extracts, concerning the decrees of 
God, &c. &c. are taken from the manuſcript trea- 
tiſe of Mr. Veſſey before mentioned and commu- 
nicated to Mr. Huntington, deſiring him to ſhew 
whether the ſentiments therein contained are agree- 
able to the word of God, of John Pavey, of Ron 


ſton, Surrey. 


Page 7. The only wiſe God and « our Saviour, who) is 
wonder in counſel and excellent in working, from al! 
eternity, a according to the good pleaſure of his will, and by 
his irrevocable decree, fixed the eternal ſtate of all his crea- 
tures, both angels and men, without any foreſeen cauſe or 
condition whatſoever ; either of the reprobate or the ele; 
or of ſin in the reprobate, or righteouſneſs in the elect. 
This is evident, if carnal reaſon drop the cauſe, and the 
| teſtimony of God in his word be admitted as evidence and 
judge. 

Page 1 2. ee foreſeen or Pn in 
either elect or reprobate, could cauſe God, as a ſovereign, 
to ſave the elect or damn the reprobate. See Rom i ix. 1 8, 
10 $97 a 

Page 11. Again—The reprobat are emphatically term- _ 
ed veſſels of wrath, and the elect veſſels of mercy; the 
former made for diſhonour and deſtruction, and the latter 
for honour and glory: and en will! is the ſole cauſe 
of both. . | 

Page 27. Again Man was not rejected or repivifated on 
account of any foreſeen cauſe, but according to the good 
e of his ( God's) will. ans was not becauſe. 


„„ I-04 
the Lord foreſaw that mankind would fall by iniquity, and 
conſequently prove baſe and unprofitable, that he thus re- 
probated and rejected them; but their proving thus is ra- 
ther the refult or effect of their being rejected, as is evident 
from the following text of feripture; as it is written 
| 5 Reprobate ſilver ſhall men call you, becauſe the Lord 
« hath rejected you, Jer. vi. 30. Again—Did Iſrael of 
old harden their necks, and turn a deaf ear to the exhorta- 
tions and admonitions ? They did; and the reafon or cauſe 
18 aſſigned—““ For the Lord hath rejected and forſaken the 
7 8 of his wrath,“ Jex. vii. 29. alſo Heb. 
„ 

Page q and 13. Again The unerring wiſdom, immut- 
able will, and irrevocable decree, of Jehovah, without any 
prior or foreſeen caufe, determined the-ftate of the repro- 
bate. And the ſtrugglings of the twins in Rebecca's womb 


ſhew the everlaſting enmity that God hath faxed between 
* theſe two houſes or families; as it is written—* I will put 


s enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
| © ſeed and her ſeed;” i.e. between Satan and his family, 
and between Chriſt and his family. This truth was 
preached clearly in heaven, to an Arminian in hell. Set 
the ſtory of the rich man and Lazarus, Luke xvi..19- 
Page 39. Again-—As touching the ele, ſome have aſ- 
ſerted, that the love of God is wholly founded upon the 
meritorious obedience of his Son; i- e. by the Saviour's 
undertaking our cauſe. to obey that law we had Broken, 
and ſuffer the wrath and curſe due to ſinners; that hereby 
the Father hath been won over to love and pity the elect: 
and, furthermore, that this love of the Father i is {till kept 
fixed upon his children, and his bowels of mercy are ſtill 
kept ſounding towards them by the perpetual verbal interceſ- 
fon of Chriſt. Such doctrine i is awful; it is turning things 
upſide down, corrupting the word of God, and marring and 


( 99 ) 
letting at nought the precious doctrine of his _ love 


and mercy, which is the ſole moving cauſe or ſpring of all 


good towards his people. : 
Page 26. We have an undoubted right to uſe any terms 


or phraſes whatever, admitting that the doctrines they are 
meant to convey can be clearly proved from the oracles of 
truth, for to the pure all things are pure.” 

The phraſe * original fin” is no where to be foutd in 
ſcripture; yet none but an Arian, a Pelagian, or Quaker, 
would deny it. So, likewiſe, the word perſeverance can- 
not be found in ſcripture, nor the word reprobation. So, 
likewiſe, the word trinity doth not occur any where in ſa- 
cred writ; yet who but an Arian, a Socinian, or a Sabel- 
lian, would attempt to overthrow the truth which that 
term is intended to convey? When the ſcripture declares, 
that © there are three that bear record in heaven—the Fa- 
« ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and again, 
That their hearts might be comforted, being knit to- 
« cether in love, and unto all riches of the full aſſurance 
« of underſtanding, to the acknowledging of the myſtery 
« of God (the Holy Ghoſt), and of the Father, and of 
« Chnft,”” Col. A. 2. 

Page 1 1. Foreſeen Gn could never cauſe God he the 
reprobate; for, if foreſeen ſin had been the cauſe of repro- 
bation, then it could not have been ſaid, that God . work - 
eth all * after the counſel of his own will.“ | 


WAI VESS Ex. 


An. My reader has Ga, in the letter * 
Woolwich, Mr. Veſſey's arguments in the defence 
of God's permiſſive will, and againſt his decretive will, 
| touching every event: but here he has run quite 
into the ocker extreme. In the beginning of the 

| Fo Ons above 


Pg. * 
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above extracts the 8 (who he ice 1 is che 
only perſon in the Godhead) is mentioned as fixing 
the eternal ſtate of all creatures: and the elect are 
brought i in, but not in the ſcriptural way of « God's 
1 chooſing us in Chriſt Jeſus ;” nor could he thus 
bring it in, for the Father and the Spirit, according 
to his doctrine, are only names and covenant cha- 
racters. God's decree of reprobation, or of paſſing by, 
is not ſet in a ſcriptural point of light. It is ſtated 
without any regard to man's fearful fall. No mention 
is made of man's deſtroying himſelf; nor of being 
reprobated for ſin, and fitted for deſtruction by it; 
nor of the power of God enduring, © with much 
ce long ſuffering, the veſſels of wrath,” Rom. ix. 22. 
And indeed the whole of his preaching and writing 
appears to me to be little elſe but the wild rant of an 
| uninſpired man, without the ballaſt of humbling | 
grace, and without the guidance of the Holy Spirit; 
' whoſe arrogance and preſumption have led him to be 
wiſe above what is written, and to ſtumble upon the 
dark mountains; running from one extreme 'into 
another, without any judgment in his goings or con- 
| ſciouſneſs of his ignorance. He was involved in 
old Butler's hereſy through all his profeſſion, yea in 
Every trace of it. The interceſſion of Chriſt is a 
doectrine that Butler denied; and Veſſey, in theſe 
extracts, has a ſtroke at it, but does not ſpeak it 
out quite ſo plainly as old Butler did. And indeed 
the children of falſehood always bring out their bane 
at firſt with caution; till the bait is ſwallowed, and 
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the mind blinded and intoxicated ; and then it comes 
by gallons. Theidevil's aim, by leading men into 
ſuch daring preſumption, is to diſtreſs the faints, 
and to harden hypocrites: and he teaches them to 
wriggle and twiſt juſt like himſelf; to ſay and gain- 
ſay; confeſs, and then deny what they have con- 
feſſed. 

In ſome of his letters, Mr. veſey denies has he 
ever was in errors touching the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity: and, in a letter to Mr. Olliff, he acknowledges 
that he erred in that doctrine, and makes confeſſion. 
for it; and that he thought to comprehend the myſ- 
tery by his blind reaſon ; which is an acknowledg- 
ment that he had nothing elſe to guide him—as I be- 
lieve he never had; for, though he confeſſes that : 
erred, and likewiſe mentions Butler's dreadful fall, 
and the ſhock that it gave him; yet, at the ſame 
time, he held faſt the hereſy to the laſt; and it ap- 
pears even in the fame letter. The more' particular 
parts, reader, which contain the acknowledgment of 
his errors, and the chief errors of the letter alſo, I 
have 2 in 1 Halics. His letter follows, 


Wilkam veſſey to John Olliff and Andrew Main ſendeth f 
greeting; Ba grace, Mercy, and peace. 


4 
Dear Friends, 

| WHEN H had the pleaſure of being laſt in EIS 

oo f which was at Hope-ſtreet Meeting), if you re- 

member, you gave me to underſtand that a report had been 

carried to ſome friends in London concerning my being in 

A an 


— 


— — 


oY 
„ 


„ 
an error teſpecting the TaIxIry: of which report 1 bad 
heard ſomething before, but nothingegſtive until then. 
Great indiſpoſition of body, lack of time and opportuni- 
ty, prevented me at that ſeaſon from ſaying much about 
the matter. I have, therefore, taken this opportunity of 
communicating my thoughts unto you on the ſubject; not 
doubting but you will thereby be able to diſcern whether 
the report be true or falſe. | 
The momentous ſubject now under conſideration was for 
4 con/iderable time a very puzzling and perplexing point of 
doctrine to me; the reaſons thereof are very obviqus.—1 was 
led to conſider it more a matter for reaſon to comprehend, than 
Per faith to credit; and aimed more at a ſpeculative knowledge 
of the myſtery, than an experimental acquaintance with it in 
the heart; by which means I was inceſſantly toſſed to and 
fro from one whimſical imagination to another ; and never 
_could ſettle on any, nor could it otherwiſe be, 0 i blind 
reaſon was followed and conſulted as leader and judge. | 
As I conſidered that Tritheiſm, or the doctrine of three 
Gods, was wholly inconſiſtent with the ſcriptures, Iendea- 
voured to reconcile matters to my fooliſh fancies, by * 
founding the diſtin perſonalities i in the Godhead into one; 
and ſo conſidered them merely as ſo many names, mani- 
feſtations, and office- characters; the ſame as any dignitary 
on earth, having a plurality of Names, and executing vari- 
ous offices. 

_ - - Theſe chimeras being 2 up as orthodox and infallible, I la- 
boured hard 0 make the ſcriptures loop thereunto, but all in 
vain. I ſaw they ſtood like ſo many immoyeable bulwarks, 
full proof againſt every attack of my freſhly artillery ; for 

frequently ſome paſſage of ſcripture would preſent itſelf 
pointedly againſt my reaſonable ſyſtem (as I termed it) ; the 
| light of which would ſo dazzle the eyes of purblind reaſon 


| aud human wiſdom, as often, in a meaſure, convinced me 
; 
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chat, however reaſonable my notions appeared to * they 
were contrary. to the wo of God; whereby all my impotent. 
logic was frequently confuted, and my many attempts to 
in Antitrinitarianiſm were fruſtrated, 
Un ch texts of ſeripture, at various ſeaſons, 
ret dec impreſſions on my mind, and often 
hurled me into great IR fuſion, yet I endeavoured to evade 
the force of them, and quiet 4 griping conſcience, all I poſ- 
ſibly could, by ſlightingly paſfing* oyer them, or hoping 
they were wrongly tranſlated. However all this work was 
without effect; for, the more I laboured here, the more 
was my underſtanding mizzled and beclouded. 

At length, being an eye and ear witneſs to the dreadfa I-fall 
of one, who it ſeems had been ſeveral years very deeply in- 
volved in the ſame error, and who had alſo been a means of 
ſtrengthening me therein, 1 was effectually convinced of the 

_ awful buſineſs in which J had been engaged, and likewiſe 
ſaw clearly the deep pit I had ſo narrowly eſcaped falling 
into: the reſult of which was—my vain imaginations were 

ww. down, my corrupt ideas di Yperſeds * my high looks 
lofty ſpirit laid low, 

arnal reaſoning and ſophiſtical arguments helen now 
laid aſide, my heart in a manner humbled, and ſick of its 

own ways, L was led to aſk wiſdom of God, who giveth li- 

berally and upbraideth not; and, being thus brought into a 

teachable frame of mind, was kept much at a throne of 
grace; often admiring the unwearied patience and long for- 


4 bearing goodneſs of my heavenly Father in not ſuffering me 
$, _ to ſink lower into thoſe depths of Satan, which, in all pro- 
or bability, might have termmated in Arianiſm, or even Socinian- 
Ii iſm itſelf: for the beginning of ſtrife againſt any one re- 
Ne vealed truth is as the letting out of water, which at the firſt 
on begins to deſcend in ſmall drops; anon they come out more 


ne | quick and large : from dripping it next proceeds to run- 
At; a H "7 C | ning; 
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ning; and from thence, iſſuing forth in rapid torrents, it 
ſweeps down all before it ; and, but for free, ſovereign, and 
invincible grace, this truly awful ſtate had been mine: but, 
being enabled to obey the enjoined exhortation ; viz. ** leave 
off contention againſt God, ſcripture, and conſcience, 
before it be too far meddled with,“ I have, I truſt, ſince 
been eſtabliſhed i in the preſent truth, ypon which 1 briefly 
offer a few thoughts. 

In treating of the oneneſs or unity of the eſſence or God- 
head of Jehovah the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt, 1 
humbly conceive they are not to be conſidered i in this re- 
ſpect as plural, but one; agreeable to the following ſcrip- 
tures . Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our Gods” (as the word 
Eloi or Elohim might be rendered) ** is one Lord, Deut. 
vi. 4. Again, For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and man, &c.“ 1 Tim. ii. 5. Again, 
«© But unto us there is but one God the Father, of whom 
h are all things,” 1 Cor, vii. 6. Again, ou a media- 
66 tor is not a mediator of one, but God is one,“ Gal. ili. 
20. And again, There are three that bear record in hea- 
ven; the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
6 theſe three are one, 1 John v. ). Hence it is obvious, 
from theſe, with many other ſerigtures of the like import, 
that, although the Father is very and eternal God, the 
Word very and eternal God, and the Holy Ghoſt very and 
eternal God; yet in eſſence, being, or exiſtence, they are 
but one only indiviſible and eternal Jehovah. But to be 
more explicit; though the Father is not the Word nor 
the Holy Ghoſt, but diſtin from them both; though 

the Word is not the Father nor the Holy Ghoſt, 

but diſtinct from them both; and, likewiſe, though 
the Holy Ghoſt is not the F ather nor the Word, but. 


- alſo 4 flint? from them both in perſonality, name, office, 


and operation; yet they do not exift diſtincily, individually, 
and h, from So of each other, but are to be 
conſidered 


1 
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conſidered as exiſting in one incomprehenſible eſſence or 
Godhead. —** Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is one 
Lord.“ 
As touching this oneneſs of eſſence in the Godhead, he 
is frequently ſpoken of in his Word in the ſingular number; 
as in the following I am that Iam.” Again, „I am 
„ the Lord thy God.” Again, I . God, and beſide 
me there is none elſe with numerous others of the 
like import. But, when the Triune God ſpeaks of him- 
ſelf perſonally, ' he doth it in the plural number; as, for 
inſtance, And God ſaid, Let us make man in our own 
« image, after our likeneſs.“ Again, And the Lord God 
« ſaid, Behold, the man is become as one of us, knowing 
„good and evil.” And again, And the Lord ſaid, (30 
6 to, let us go down, and there confound their language.“ 
And again, Who will go for us?” And, furthermore, 
to confirm this doctrine, Jehovah frequently aſſumes three 
diſtinct perſonal forms z ſometimes of men, at other times of 
angels. In theſe forms he appeared unto our father Abraham, 
to give him the promiſe of a ſeed in whom all the nations of the 
earth were to be bleſſed. Theſe Abraham offered ſacrifices to, 
worſhipping and addreſſing as Lord; and no doubt but in 
one of theſe he clearly jaw the Father of mercies in chogſing and 
electing, ſetting apart, and confirming in his dear Son, every 
veſſel of mercy; in another he ſaw the promiſed feed, which 
was to bruiſe the ſerpent's head, and to bring life and immor.- 
tality to light by the goſpel, and who (according to the fleſh) 
was to ſpring from his own los ; and in the other he faw the 
| Spirit of truth, whoſe work is to convince of fin, of (an im- 
puted) righteouſneſs, and of judgment; and to ſcal every elect 
ſinner unto the day of redemption. ** Thus Abraham [faith 
«+ Jeſus] rejoiced to fee my day ; ; he ſaw it, and was 
«. glad,” 
Furthermore, the inſeparable u union of the divine W N 
is ſet forth unto us in the following (cri iptures. In the 
F beginning 
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beginning was the Word,” (viz. in the beginning of the 
creation was Jehovah the Word made manifeſt, as the great 
Creator and Upholder of all things, and alſo as the Redeemer 
and Deliverer of the ele), ** and the Word was with God, 
{mark the union) Rand the Word was God: the fame” 
{Jehovah Jeſus) „was in the beginning with God,” John 
3. 1, 2. Again, Jehovah the word ſpeaketh of himſelf, as - 
touching this myſterious union, on this wiſe “ I came 
forth from the Father, and am come into the world; 
6 again J leave the world, and go to the Father, John 
xvi. 28. Again he faith, © No man hath ſeen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son which is in the boſom of 
<« the Father, he hath declared him, John i. 18. Hence 
obſerve, although the Word was perſonally incarnate and 
on earth, yet, as to his oneneſs of eſſence with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, he was then in God and with God, 
Sometimes we find that the whole' Godhead is compriſed 

under the appellation of Father, to ſhew the myſterious union 
and oneneſs thereof ; as you read, Have we not all one 
« Father? Hath not one God created us?” Mal. ii. 10. 
Again, Every good and perfect gift is from above, and 
* cometh down from [ Jehovah the Father, Word, and 
Holy Ghoſt] the Father of lights, with whom is no 
- « yariableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning,” James i. 17. 
Again, when a diſciple of our Lord requeſted him to ſhew 
unto him the Father, he receives this reply Haſt thou 

« been with me ſo long, and haſt thou not known me? 
“He that hath ſeen me [i. e. by the eye of faith, which 
% always views the Godhead in him] hath ſeen the Father 
« alſo. Believeſt thou not that I am in the Father, and 
« the Father in me? The Father that dwelleth i in me he 
e doth the work, John xiv. 8, &c. Here we are not to 


2, underſtand the Redeemer as ſpeaking 1 in reference to the 


perſon of the Father, as it would not only be erroneous, 
1 1 8 5 | | 755 BY but 
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but alſo abſurd, to ſay that God in the perſon of the Fa- 
ther was incarnate, it being the Word who was made fleſh: 
| therefore I underſtand it thus—that whoever, by the ope- 


rations of the Holy Ghoſt, hath ſeen Jehovah the Word 


in human fleſh, hath, as to his oneneſs of eſſence with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, ſeen the whole Godhead in 
him; fer, as touching the unity of the divine Three, we are 
told that in that human nature, which was myſteriouſly begotten 
and conceived in the womb of the Virgin, dwe leth all the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead bodily ; not perſonally, but eſſentially. 
With reſpect alſo of the Holy Ghoſt; though, as was be- 
fore hinted, he is diſtinet from the Father and the Son, as to 
perſonality, name, office, and operation, yet in eſſence he like- . 
wiſe is one with them; as we read“ But, when the Com- 
4 forter is come, [faith Jeſus] whom I will ſend unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceed- 
« eth from the Father, he ſhall Gy of me.” John . 
xv. 26. 

Moreover, in peaking of the diſtin perſons: in the 
Godhead, and their oneneſs of eſſence, we conſider it in the 
following light.—The Father from all eternity ſanctiſied 
or ſet apart his elect to everlaſting life in Jeſus Chriſt. He 
gave them, in the bond of an unalterable covenant, to his 
dear Son, that he might purchaſe them of incenſed and in- 
jured juſtice by the price of his precious blood, and reſcue 
and redeem them by power out of the hands of all their 
numerous and potent enemies, by whom they were taken 
captive; as he faith, * [Thine they were, and thou gaveſt 
them to me.” From everlaſting alſo Jehovah the Word 
undertook our caufe, became our Sarety and federal Head, 
and covenanted to perform all the conditions requiſite to our 
complete ſalvation in our room and ſtead; as he faith, 


« vill redeem them from death; I will ranſom them from 


* the power of the e Hoſea xili. 1 14. Jehovah the 
| We Holy a 
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„ 6. 8 | „ 
Holy Ghoſt alſo undertook to make known unto thoſe 
objects of eternal love theſe ſecret and wonderful deſigns, 
by quickening their dead ſouls, and ſealing thereon the electing 


love of the Father and the complete ſalvation of the Son. Thus 
the Spirit, ſpeaking wy David, faith, J will declare the 


27 


„ decree; and again, „J will be as the dew unto Iſrael, 
and he ſhall grow as the lily,” Pſalm ii. 7. and Hoſea 
xiv. 5. And it was this Spirit who, at ſundry times, and 
in divers manners, ſpake by the prophets unto the elect, 
who teſtified and foretold © beforchand of the ſufferings of 
« Jeſus, and of the glory which ſhould afterwards be re- 
« yealed.” Thus theſe three bear each his record in hea- 
ven, by the which an everlaſting covenant is ratified and 
made ſure to all the choſen ſeed; for out of the mouth of 
theſe three infallible wan in is every word thereof | 9 


| bliſhed. 


In this eternal counſel, purpoſe, and decree, of God the 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is manifeſted his diſcrimi- 


nating love to poor ſinners, which is ſpoken of di/tinetly, in 
reference to each perſonality in the Godhead. Thus the Fa- 
ther's love is ſpoken of on this wiſe; * God fo loved the 
« world, that he gave his only begotten Son,” &c. Again, 
the love of Jehovah the Word, who was made fleth, is 


diſtinctly ſpoken of thus; To him [Chriſt] that hath 


« Joved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood,” 
&c. Alſo the love of God the Holy Ghoſt in condeſcend- 
ing to dwell in the bodies of the elect, as the Spirit of love, 


e power, and of a ſound mind, is as diſtintly ſpoken of in theſe ' 


Words, Now I beſeech 8 brethren, for the Lord Jeſus 


TTL» A 1 This free 
and unchangeable love of our  Trinne God is | the threefold 


cord which can never be broken, and that binds every elect 
as with himſelf together | in the bundle of life. 
EO Now, 


* 
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Now, from what has been laſt hinted at, the following 
inferences may be drawn. It would be very erroneous and 
abſurd to bind together into one theſe three diſtinet per- 
| fonalities in the Godhead, becauſe the very nature of a cove- 
nant carries in it this idea—that more than one muſt be en- 
gaged in the making thereof; and that each one concerned 
therein muſt neceſſarily execute his different office” a. 
| figned him, agreeable to the conditions thereof : even fo alſo 
it would be equally erroneous and abſurd to imagine that three. 
eſſences or deities individually ſat in council, to agree upon theſe 
weighty concerns of our redemption, the ſame as three indivi- 
duals preſiding over a nation might convene together in 
order to enter into certain agreements relative to the wel- 
fare of their ſubjects; as this would be launching into Tri- 
theiſm on the one hand, whilſt the former woyld be launch- 
ing into Sabellianiſm, or Antitrinitarianiſm, on the other; 
both which ought to be carefully avoided, as it is affetting to be 
wiſe above what is written, which is a ſnare of the devil, by 
which many are entrapped. Therefore the unity, or oneneſs of 
eſſence, of the ſacred Three, reſpecting their purpoſe of love and 
grace towards the ele, is clearly pointed out in the following 
ſcriptures, ** The Lord Father, Word, and Spirit,] hath 
« appeared of old [ from eternity] unto me, ſaying, Vea, 
I have loved thee with an everlaſting love, therefore with _ 
« loving kindneſs have I [Jehovah the Holy Ghoſt] drawn 
„ thee,” Jer. xxxi. 3. Again, having made known 
* unto us the myſtery of his will [ viz. the ſecret purpoſe 
* of the undivided Three touching the ſalvation of the ele] 
according to his good pleaſure, which he purpoſed in 
„ himſelf,” Eph. i 9. Furthermore, when the apoſtle of 
us Gentiles is treating concerning the unſearchable depths 
of Jehovah's counſels reſpecting election and reprobation, 
he ſpeaketh on this wiſe, «+ O] the depth of the riches bot 
of the wiſdom and knowledge of God, how unſearchable 
66 are 
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« are his judgments, &c. Rom. xi. 33. Here he ſheweth 
the onenels of the myſterious three; but, in touching upoy 
the ſelfsame point in another place, he ſpeaks of the three 
de perſons in the myſterious one; thus, That their 
hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, 
* and unto all riches of the full aſſurance of underſtanding, 
to the acknowledgment of the myſtery of God, and of 
&« the Father, and of Chriſt, in whom are hid all the trea- 
© « ſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Col. ii. 2.—** Hear, 
O Iſrael, The Lord our God is one Lord.” . 

Laſtly, with reſpect to the work performed in the hearts of 
the ele? ; the ſeriptures every where ſpea of this as wholly the 
work and office of Fehovab in the perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, as 
wwe read, When the Comforter is come, he ſhall reprove 
[or convince] the world of fin, of righteouſneſs, andl of 
judgment, John xvi. 8. Hence abſerve, that in this, and 
every other part of the ſcriptures, the work of conviction is 
attributed to the Holy Ghoſt : therefore to ſay that God in the 
perſon of the Father, or of the Ward, executeth this office, | 
abu be repugnant to the plain teſtimony thereof; yet, never- 
theleſs, in ſetting forth the indivifible unity of the divine 
eſſence in this reſpect, as in every other, it is clear they do 
not operate individually or ſeparately from each other; bu 
that whatſoever the Father doth, even that doth the Mord, 
and the Holy Ghoſt; and that whatſoever the Werd doth, even 
that doth the Father and the Holy Ghoſt; and, a Ihe, that 

 » whatſoever the Holy Gho/t doth, even that dath the Father and 
the Mord; all conjointly as reſpecting their efſence, though 
not their perſons. Hence it is the office of the Holy Ghoſt | 
to lead or draw ſinners to Chriſt. + . As many as are led by 
«© the Spirit of God, they are the Gore of God.” The Fa- 


ther is alſo ſaid to perform this work. None can come 


< unto me, except the Father which hath ſent me draw 


. him.“ This s alſo attributed. to the Ses: as he ſaith, | 
a „ 
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„ And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw al! 


66 men unto me. . Furthermore, faith, which worketh by 
love, 1s wrought : in the elect by the conjoint operations of the 


Triune God in the perſon of .the Holy Ghoſt. Hence he is 


emphatically ſtyled The Spirit of Faith,” and (as con- 


ſidered perſonally) is the giver thereof; as we read, For 


« to one is given, by the ſame Spirit, the word of wiſ⸗ 
dom, &c. to another faith by the ſame Spirit.“ This 


is alſo ſpoken of reſpeCting the Father and the Son. Whea 
Peter confeſſed his faith in and concerning the Lord Jeſus, 
he receives this reply Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjonah, 
« for fleſh and blood hath not revealed this [myſtery of 


faith] ** unto thee; but my Father which is in heaven. . 


— 
Fd x 


We are alſo exhorted to * look unto Jeſus, the Author 


„and Finiſher of our faith. 2 Laſtly, the bodies of the 
elect are ſaid to be the temples of the Holy Ghoſt; and 


where this heavenly gueſt-reſides there is no leſs than the 


whole Trinity. Hence we are ſaid to bean habitation 
« of God through the Spirit. For God (the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt) hath ſaid, I will dwell in them and 


„walk in them.” Again, Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 


« him, If a man loye me, he will keep my words, and my 


6 Father will love him, and we will come unto him and 


* make our abode with him.” I ſhall now n n 


a few remarks upon the whole, - | 

It is plain, from what has been already inked, = from 
the whole tenor of divine revelation, that there is in the in- 
eomprehen/ible Godhead a plurality or trinity of ſubſiſtences or 
perſons, though not a plurality or trinity of deities or eſſences. 


How theſe exiſt in three and yet one, and how they exiſt | 


in one and yet three, is a profound myſtery, and known 
only unto God; this being one of the ſecret things which 
alone belong unto him. And whoever attempts, through a 
vain euriefty, fer i it is nothing elſt) to pry into this bottomleſs 
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. 
and fhoreleſs acean, in order to explore the reaſonableneſs and 
propriety of ſuch a ſyſtem, or the way and manner of the myſte- 
rious exiſtence of the Triune Deity, are raſhly endeavouring to 
break through the limits that God has ſet around his holy mount; 
and ſuch will find, ſooner or later, that the Lord will 
break through upon them, and deſtroy (if not their ſouls, 
yet) all the wood, hay, and ſtubble, of fleſhly wiſdom, 
carnal reaſonings, aſpiring thoughts, and vain imaginations, | 
which they have been ſo buſy in building up; for © who 
<« ever fought againſt God and proſpered?” None. —PFor 
whoever are engaged in this perilous work, or any other of 
the like import, are ſtrangers to ſoul-proſperity ; and are 
full of jargons, contradictions, ſtrifes, contentions, confu- 
fions, and darkneſs: and well they may; for who by 
« ſearching can find out God” (as to the nature of his 
being and exiſtence) ? *« Who by ſearching can find out 
« the Almighty to perfection (even reſpecting his com- 
mon diſpenſations of providence and grace)? It is high as 
% heaven, what canſt thou do? Deeper than hell, what 
« canſt thou know? The meaſure thereof is longer than 
« the earth, and broader than the ſea,” Job xi. 7, 8. For 
my own part, I never more deſire to make an attempt of 
diving into this immenſe abyſs, but to ſtand at a proper 
diſtance, and, with pleaſing wonder and admiration, ſing 
with an inſpired apoſtle, © O] the depth of the riches both 
of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! How unſearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out! 
« For who hath known the mind of the Lord, or who hath 
e been his counſellor? or who hath firſt given to him, and m 
« jt ſhall be recompenſed to bim again? For of him, and m 
through him, and to him, are all things; to whom be 
glory forever. Amen.” Rom. xi. 33, Se. 
When [I have had occaſion to treat of this ſubject, in 


; a or = ivate, I have generally been led to n more 


* 
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Pl neceſſity of an heart-felt experience of this aſian. 


than a ſcientific knowledge thereof in the judgment; for 1 
doubt not but you will readily agree with me, that they are 
the beſt Trinitarians, who are ſavingly acquainted with the 


Father's electing love, the Son's redeeming grace, and the 
heart- cheering companion of the Holy Ghoſt ; without, 
which a man, with all his accumulated knowledge, is no. 


more than © ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal.” 7 muſt 


confeſs that I am not very fond of the terms perſons or ſubs. 
ſiftences, being rather ambiguous, becauſe they ſeem to carry in 
them an idea F a plurality of gods ; by which weak minds, 
through miſconſtruing and wrongly applying them, have. 

W been much perplexed and tried thereupon. And not only 
bp, but it often gives room for ſceptics to cavil and contend 

| againſt thoſe truths we are endeavouring to advance by ſuch | 


and ſuch particular terms and phraſes, which, were they 


omitted, or more ſeldom uſed, and the plain text more ad- 


hered to, thoſe difficulties might perhaps be obviated in ſome 


meaſure. However, it appears to me that we are not con- 
demnable in making uſe of any term or phraſe whatever, 


admitting that the doctrines which they are meant to eſta- 


bliſh, and the idea by them which we mean to, convey, are 


W wholly agreeable to the divine oracles; and whenever I find 
a perſon raiſing contentions about words and - phraſes, 
(which, though they may not immediately occur in the 
F ſcriptures, yet the ſum and ſubſtance of their meaning are 
contained therein) I generally take it for granted, that ſuch 
manifeſt thereby a diſſatisfaction to, and a deep rooted en- 


mity againſt, (not the words merely, but) the very doc- 
trines themſelves, which we mean to eſtabliſh thereby. f 


Therefore I very frequently make uſe of the terms above 


mentioned, as they appear to me to be ſound and good, ſo 


far as they are reſtrained to the perſonal diſtinctions in the 


Godhead; but bave ever exploded them, as reſpeCting the 25 
1 | oneneſs 


* 


who have attended my miniſtry; which I never could or ſhould 
one perſon in the Godhead, or at leaſt that the divine Three are 


tinctions; for to addreſs a mere name, office-charatter, nominal 


4 you liken God? or what likeneſs will ye compare unto 


in the church, as alſo the perſon and work of Jeſus, and 


| the way and manner of the bein g or * & the Triune 


A 
oneneſs of the divine eſſence; che laſt of n beradlen. 


11 may have given riſe to the late reports. 
As I firmly believe that the whole Fubneſs of the Godhead 


is in the Father, the fame in the Son, and the ſame in the Holy 
. Ghoft, Jam led to worſhip them at times diſtinctly and ſepa- 


rately, by praiſe, ſupplication, and thankſgiving, to each, ac- 
cording” to the various d. i ſpenſations - 'T paſs under; and am per- 
ſuaded that I have felt the Lord's ſenſible approbation therein: 

this ſeveral can teftify (if they pleaſed) both here and elſewhere, 


have done, had I (as hath been reported) held that there is but 
but names, (as manifeſtations) office-charafters, or nominal diſ- 


diftinttion, or manifeſtation, appears to be nothing more than 
refined idolatry, and rank nonſenſe. For it is written, 
« Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
„ ſhalt thou ſerve.” I have ever manifeſted a difapproba- 
tion to that (too much adopted) method of making uſe of 
earthly ſimiles to repreſent, or rather to define, this unfi- 
thomable myſtery of the Trinity; which conduct I deem 
to be unſcriptural, and conſequently unwartantable, ſine WW 
Jehovah has given this challenge; To whom then will 


e me?” Iſaiah xl. 78. It is true the inſpired writers have 
been led to ranſack, as it were, the whole creation for ſimi- 
Titudes to repreſent the various operations of the Spirit of 
grace, the different diſpenſations of God in the world and 


the beauty and excellency of his beloved ſpouſe, &c. yet 
there is not a patriarch, prophet, or apoſtle, throughout the 
whole volume of revelation, who have attempted, by any 
fimile, metaphor, allegory, or figure whatever, to ſet forth 


L , 4 2% 
45h" — 


5 Dieity. 


+ { ms ) 
Therefore the report that I ſhould uſe the ſimili- 
eude = {three candles, whoſe light terminates in one efful- 
'gence, or any other figure or 2 WIRE is 
wholly groundleſs and falſe. 

I muſt confeſs, alſo, that J. . ae to ab | 
@ little from the too much frequented path of human tradition, 
reſpecting the ſon/hip of Chriſt; wherein he is generally hell 
forth as begotten by the Father, as touching ſimply his deity : 
which idea appears to me very unſcriptural, and alſo A 
to the majeſty and glory of his eſſential Divinity, Therefore 
the gate: a men, Gel i . ever e to treat n 
contempt. 

If we trace the 8 upon this laſt — Sond 
we ſhall ſoon perceive that, wherever Jeſus is ſpoken of 
therein as being begotten, or reſpeCting his being a ſon, 
they either alluge to his incatnation, his manhood alone, 
or his reſurrection from the dead. Hence he is called the 
Only Begotten of the Father, i. e. as to his manhood, 
= which alone was begotten in ſo miraculous and - myſterious 
W 2 manner; for this was the promiſe to his virgin mother, 
he Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power 
« of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee : therefore alſo that 
Holy Thing [the immaculate humanity of the Saviour] 
« which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of 
God,“ Luke i. 35. Furthermore, when Jehovah the 
Word took our nature upon himſelf, thereby the two na- 
tures entering into a myſterious conjunction, and appearing | 
in one complete Saviour, he is ſpoken of on this wiſe, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.” 
Again, when he bringeth the firſt begotten into the world, 
he faith, And let all the angels of God worſhip him.” 
Thus as all the glory of the inviſible Godhead appeared 
TOE) in the perſon and work of the en: as 

N 8 alſo 
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thinks it no robbery to be equal with God. Furthermore, 
as to his being begotten; it is written in a certain Pſalm, 


s unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the fame unto us his 


but, in reſpeC of his efſential divinity, (ſimply conſidered 
as ſuch) he is the uncreated, unbegotten, undivided, and 
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alſo in all the miracles he wrought, and in every word he 
ſpake; he is therefore ſaid to be the brightneſs of the 
 « Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon;” 


which cannot allude to his Godhead fimply, but to the 
manhood in union therewith. For, however near an 
image or likeneſs may reſemble the original, yet it cannot 
be the original itſelf, Therefore in this reſpe& the Father 
is greater than him; but, as touching his divinity, he 


« Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee;” 
which paſſage is cited in the Acts as alluding to the Savi- 
our's reſurrection, as we read, And we declare unto you 
« glad tidings; how that the promiſe, which was made 


children, in that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again; as it i 
<« alfo written in the ſecond Pſalm, Thou art my Son, this 
« day have I begotten thee.?” He is therefore called © The 
Firſt Begotten from the dead. See Heb. i. 1, &c. AQ 
Xiii. 32. and Rev. iv. 5. From all which it is evident that 
© Jeſus Chriſt, as to his incarnation, mere manhood, and re- 

ſurrection from the dead, was really and verily begotten 
And born; conſequently, in theſe reſpects he is a Son, 


- unoriginated, ſource of eternal power, might, majeſty, and © 
glory, the ſame as and with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt; y 
to whom be equal and undiſtinguiſhed glory by all the o 
church, throughout all ages. and wy en end. 
Amen. : 
Thus have I widifguifedly, and mt e brief . 


given you my thoughts upon this much controverted point 
doctrine; and do _ affirm that theſe: are the 


thing 
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things 1 have invariably taught, in all places 8 | 

God in his providence has called me to ſpeak in his name. 

Whether they are from heaven or from man, I now 

| leave you to judge, For he that is ſpiritual Judgeth all 

6c things.” 7 
And now may * the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the | 

love of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt ;?? 

even all the unmerited bleſſings of the glorious and ever- 

adorable Trinity, Iſrael's one God; be with you, and 

« the whole houſehold of faith, now and for evermore. 


« Amen.” 
Even fo prayeth your unworthy ther in the Lord, 


and willing ſervant for Chriſt's ſake, 


r 


7 WILLIAM VEsSSEY. 
= - Wool. WICH, December 1790. | | 
= A. In this letter, reader, you have (1.) an ac- 

W knowledgment of his confuſion and ignorance, and | 
of the way in which he ſtumbled and blundered on; 

and of his own blind reaſon being his only guide 
; while prying into that glorious myſtery, and that 
bis notions were nothing but his own whims and 
neee 07-25 G. meer 

2. He informs you hs he was both an eye and 
ear witneſs of the dreadful fall of that preſumptuous 
wretch Butler, mentioned by me in the former 9 | 
of my narrative. : 

3- And ftill his old 8 appears; for his no- 
tions of three Perſons in the Godhead are confined + 7 
to perſonality, name, office, and operation. © » >: 

4. That Jehovah frequently aſſumes three diftin? _ 
Mme! forms; which are made out to be 6, 
NI: 7; = "oy 


k t manifeſt himſelf to. 


he. —__ 
* ; E 
& % , 
, / 
«x 
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that of men, and of 8 In thefs forms he ap- 
peared unto Abraham. Theſe Abrabam offered arri. 
ces to, worſhipping and adoring as Lord. Whereaz 
&© no man hath ſeen God at any time.” Some have 
heard his voice, but noue have. ſeen bis Hape. Nor 
did Abraham worſhip the three men that. appeared 
to him. - One was our Lord, the other two were 
angels. Nor did God the Father, or God the Hoh 
Ghoſt, ever aſſume the form of men or angels. But 
Veſſey ſays, In one of theſe forms Abraham ſay 
« the Father of mercies, in chooſing and electing, 
Cc. ſetting apart, and confirming in his dear Son, 
te every veſſel of mercy. In another [human form] 
te he ſaw the promiſed ſeed, and in another form he 
* ſaw the Spirit of truth,” This is Mr, Veſley's 
deſcription of a trinity of human and angelic forms 
and Abraham's view of them, What Arrogance, 
* confuſion, and preſumption, are here! 
5. © In the beginning of the creation was Jehovah 
© the Word made manifeſt as the great Creator and 
3 6e Upholder of all things, and alſo as the Redeemer 
e and Deliverer of the elect.” — Whereas at the be: 
| ginning of the creation there was none af the elect 


6. He contradicts the notion 55 the Trinity aps 
pearing in three human forms to Abraham, by af 
ſerting that no man hath feen God at any time.— 
< The only begotten Sen, which is in the boſom of 
A TOES, 
8 | 7.7 Al 
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Ws All the three perſons are compriſed under the 
appellation of Father, the. firſt RR (in was & in- 


the Trinity. 
8. By the text which b all the fulnefa 
« of the Godhead dwelling bodily in Chriſt,” he 
does not underſtand it of the fulneſs of every attri- 
bute or perfection of Deity dwelling i in the perſon of 
| Chriſt, but of the whole Trinity dwelling in the hu- 
man nature of Chriſt. In ſhort, while he labours to 
ſhun the error of dividing the fubſtance, he does no- 


thing but confound the yu, in the Godhead, 


throughout the whole letter. 
9. Lou have again mention made of three diſ- 
; tin&t perſons, as to perſonality, name, and office; 


and of its being erroneous: and abſurd to bind to- 


gether into one theſe three diſtinct perſonalities. 
= What ſtrange and awful language is this! And 
bow has the Almighty baffled and confounded this 
arrogant fool, who, in the pride of the devil, is 


finding out, - to an the ae is 
Maker * 5 


10. We are informed that it would bs erroneous © 


and abſurd to imagine, that three eſſences, or deities, 
individually fat i in council to agree upon, the weighty 


concern of our redemption. He cannot ſee three 
perſons in the ſcriptures without three eſſences or 
deities; which three perſons did fit in council about 


the work of creation, and redemption too. Let 
e us make man in our own, image.” And 


&c * And the counſel of peace ſhall be between chem 
— 14 bY EW Wy 


Cas). 

| « both,” Zech. vi. 13. Which does not exclude 
the Holy Ghoſt, who reveals the peace that the Fa- 
ther ordained us to, and which the Son made by the 
blood of his croſs, and who is the ga . gg of love and 
n in all the churches. 


"3x 2 


33 wot. 3 the unity or 3 2 eſſence of he 
facred Three, reſpecting their purpoſe of loye and grace to- 
wards the ele&, is clearly pointed out in the following ſcrip- 
tures.—* The Lord [ Father, Word, and Spirit] hath ap- 
4 peared of old I from eternity] unto me, ſaying, Vea, I 
% have loved thee with an everlaſting love, therefore with 
« loving kindneſs have I [ TN the PREM drawn 


90 thee, 8 Jer.“ xxxi. 3. 


n this quotation, ain you Jive one Lord 
| (F ather, Word, and Spirit) appearing, from eter- 
nity, to another perſon, called me, ſaying, Tea, 

L haue loved thee with an everlaſting love, there, 

ce fore with loving kindneſs have I (Jehovah the 
« Holy Ghoſt) drawn thee.” This account amounts 
to foe perſons: and what the church ſays of herſelf, 
and of God's drawing her in time, is 1 to the 
Saviour, as done to him from eternity. 


12. Owot. Laſtly, with 8 to the = 5 in 
the hearts of the elect. The ſcriptures every where ſpeak of 
this as wholly the work and w_ of 1 in "we "Nm 
of the oy Ghoſt, 


F Here the work of grace is apa wholly to. | the 
Spirit Though it is the Father. that draws us to 
tg it is chu chat cleapſes_ and receives us; 
5 "37-00 
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and it is the Spirit that regenerates and. renews us. 
But Veſſey ſays, This is wholly the work and of- 

4 fice of Jehovah, in the perſon of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
By which he means that there is but one perſon in 
the Godhead, which is Jehovah the 'Saviour—who' 
works in the perſon of the Holy Ghoſt; which he 
views as no more than a perſon in name. Take it 
which way you will, it is abſurdity and nonſenſe. 
And indeed I never read ſuch daring preſumptuous 
inſolence in all my life before. His being permitted 
to continue for ten years offering ſuch affronts to 
| God, and inſulting the Almighty in ſo awful a man- 
ner, is a proof, with a witneſs, of God's being what 
he has revealed himſelf to be—* The Lord God, 
« ſlow to anger, and abundant in goodneſs and 
ee rut,” Ac. Ne. 

13. The above quotation is all e in 
the next page: for, although he ſays, «Lhe whole 
ce work of grace is performed by the Spirit; and 
© the work of conviction, in in every part of the ſcrip- 
* tures, is attributed to the Holy Ghoſt ;/ therefore 
ce to ſay that God in the perſon of the Father, or 
_ © the Word, executeth this office, would be re- 
«© pugnant to the plain teſtimony thereof;” yet he 
has contradicted this, by aſſerting that whatſoever 
< the Father doth, even that doth the Word, and 
ce the Holy Ghoſt.” Nor do the ſcriptures attri- _ 
bute the work of conviction altogether to the Holy 
Ghoſt—the law is preached to convict and condemn 
the Whoſe T__ that they may all become guilty 

| "_ 


the Spirit, who ſweetly leads us into all truth, and 


— 
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before God. And * every one that hath learned of 


« the Father cometh unto me,” faith the Saviour. 
But bringing ſouls to Chriſt is attributed to the Spi- 

rit, by perverting this text, as he words it Hence 
e it is the office of the Holy Ghoſt to lead or draw 
« ſinners to Chriſt. As many as are led by 
< the Spirit of God, they: are the fans-of God.“ 


This ſhews that Mr. Veſſey ſees no difference be- 
tween the Father ſending the law home with power 


to revive ſin and flay the finner, and then leading 
the poor condemned criminal to the Saviour, and 


again. The Father draws us, as criminalt, toi tus 
dear Son ; eee xm: 


the paths of truth and peace. 


wot. Furthermore, Kith, which worketh by lore. is 
wrought i in the ele by the conjoint operations of the Tri- 


une God, in the perſon of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Here, reader, is bur perſons—the triune God, | 
which is three perſons in one God, operates in the 
perſon of the Holy Ghoſt; which muſt be another 
perſon, and which is another branch of his abomi- 
nable herefy—that, though there are three perſons in 
name or office, &c. yet the Triune God, or trinity 


. of names, works only in one perſon. The myſtery 
and work of faith is jumbled ME Egon 


confuſed way. 
5, The 


_ 
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15. The Moſt High is called a ſyſtem. - He 
kkewiſe cautions others to keep their proper diſ- 
tance; while, at the ſame time, he is attempting to 
deſcribe the glorious myſtery without one beam of 


light, truth, or conſiſtency. _ 
16. He tells us that he © endeavoured to ek | 
« an heartfelt experience of this great' myſtery upon 
« the minds of his audience; whereas he never had 
any experience of it himſelf: if he had, the Al- 
mighty would not have reſiſted him, and confound- 
ed him for his pride, as he has done, which is viſible 
in every part of his letter. | 
17. He is not fond of the terms gorſins or 7 | 
fiſtences; which he ſays are ambiguous ones, and ſeem 
to convey an idea of a plurality of Gods. He ſtill 
keeps barking at the myſtery, Satan driving him on 
to it, and God confounding the fool while he is at it; 
for a trinity of perſons ſubſiſting in the Godhead is 
clearly revealed in the wr and without any 
ambiguity at all. | 
138. After having confeſſed * Sahitffuriſty in the 
former part of his letter, he here denies that ever he 
| held any ſuch principles; © for to addreſs a mere 
c name, or office, is La as a 
all his confeſſions. 
19. He rejects making uſe of any ſimile 0 
the myſtery of the Trinity; which he deems unſcrip- 
tural; though the Almighty himſelf makes uſe 81 
the emblems of wind, vu and fire. | 


7 20. He 


4 


20. He has a ſtroke at the ſonſhip of the Savi- 
our; whereby he has accepted the challenge given 
to all the world“ Who ſhall declare his genera- 
« tion?” Iſa. liii. 8; and has N to treat it 
with contempt. 

21. Chriſt being called the F — Son, 
is all applied by Mr. Veſſey to his 1 incarnation, or to 
his manhood, which never was begotten at all, but 
made. He was made fleſh, | made of a woman; 
e made of the ſeed of David; made under the law.” 
And, as touching his manhood, he is without nor 
and, as touching his Godhead, without mother. 

Thus, reader, you have ſeen the darkneſs, PRES 
rance, confuſion, and preſumption, of a man who. 
has tumbled and ſtumbled vpon the datk mountains 
for ten years, without a beam of light into any one 
dent that he has quoted. " You have ſeen, in the firſt 

part of his letter, a confeſſion of his hereſy; and, in 
the latter part, an abſolute denial of it. For my 
part, ſuch arrogance and preſumption I hever read 
before, and wiſh never to read the like again. How- 
ever, he is dead; and it was a kind providence that 
God removed him out of the world, that he might 
do no more miſchief. But the worſt of it is—his 
 herefy did not expire with him; for many in London 
are leavened with it, which 15 58 but the grace 
and Spirit of God can eradicate. Another letter, 
from one who has been brought out of this ſnare of 
the * follows — and then I have done. 


6 


By FE: 


- RevaxeRn Sin, pet nn Lang” 
AGREEABLE to your e I 8 to ** ; 
you an account of the doctrines preached by Mr. V. during 
my abode in Woolwich. But, had I not been convinced 
by the Holy Ghoſt under your miniſtry of the following 
things, I never could have been prevailed upon to produce 
a ſingle teſtimony againſt Mr. V. as I was fo zealouſly af- 
feed by him. The things, then, which I have before al- 
luded to, are theſe—The difference betwixt gifts and grace 
betwixt a vain preſumptuous confidence and that faith 
which is of the operation of the Spirit of God; which pu- 
rifies the heart, and works by love to God and our neigh- 
bour—betwixt-a man ſpeaking with the tongue of men or 
angels, and the tongue of the wiſe; which Lhave proved, 
under the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, to be health to my 
foul—betwixt that knowledge which puffeth up, and that 
knowledge of the true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent, which is declared to be eternal hfe—betwixt a well 
furniſhed head, and a heart rooted and grounded in the love 
of God —betwixt the flaming zeal of an hypocrite, ſupport- 
eld by the love of popular applauſe, and that zeal which is 
according to knowledge, or that love of Chriſt which con- 
ſtrains a man to endure all things for the elect's ſake—and, 
laſtly, that abominable error, denying the three perſons. in 
the Godhead. Tk 
Ihe firſt time | ever heard Mr. V. open his mouth in „ 
public was in a room pertaining to his father-in-law. The 
ſubject was concerning the decrees of God. And he intro- 
. duced himſelf to his audience thus Dont you be afraid,” 
ſays he, that I ſhall ſoar too high, or loſe my wings in 
amy flight, for I ſhall ſurely find my way down again.” 
And then followed an harangue concerning the power, om- 
niſcience, and omnipreſence, of God—that not a ſingle 
atom that floated in the air, nor a ſingle blade of graſs that 
clothes the field, but what were all directed by his hand. 
e | | But 


\ = a —— 
—— OO VER 7 Air ft oe n — —— — - ——_— — — — 
— R * a may , 
-— ——ů — * 3 6% 0 


T WF 
But before this he ſaid, I know that the ele& can ſtand 
« theſe things, and, as for the others, I care nothing about 
them. But ſuch another dry morſel _ never was 
fer before periſhing ſinners „ 

Aſter his chapel was opened the chief chills he ſeemed to 
aim at was to open the dark and myſterious paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, whereby a deal of light was communicated to the 
hearers, but I cannot ſay grace. As for my part, before this 
I was almoſt totally blind to thoſe dark ſayings and meta- 
phorical expreſſions which he ſeemed to explain: but; after 
I had got a little underſtanding in theſe things, it was my 
chief ſtudy to follow after them more than after righteouſ- 
neſs, faith, charity, and holineſs ; without which, the apoſ- 
tle declares, no man ſhall ſee the Lord. I took more de- 
light in this than in keeping up communion and fellowſhip 
with the Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt—more in this 


than in taking heed to my ways, or making ſtraight paths 


for my feet. So that I know, from experience, if a man 


underſtands all myſteries, and lack charity (the love of God 
ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt) he is but as 
founding braſs and a tinkling cymbal. But this falſe and 


deluſive light ſerved at once to puff up my mind and nurſe 
my pride; the reſult of which was—a vain and preſumptu- 
ous confidence, a hard heart, a blinded mind, and. a con- 
tempt of every one who did not poſſeſs this new light ; al- 


though, in ſcripture language, it is properly called darkneſs. 


And I have often wondered, fince I have been convinced of 
theſe things, that God had not conſigned me over to the 


condemnation of the devil: but his mercy endureth, and 


Jeſus hath ſaid that none ſhall pluck his people out of his 


hands. Again, when preaching concerning the believer's 
intereſt in Chriſt, he declared that, from the time a Chriſ- 
tian had believed with the heart unto righteouſneſs, no one 
could ever more doubt of his intereſt. He ſaid he might be 
1 to doubts, but not to * way to them. „I niy- 


| « ſelf,” 


tw) 


40 fa fad he, © have been above eight years in the ways 
« of God, and have never had a ſingle doubt concerning 
my intereſt in Chriſt,” Again, when preaching from 
theſe words—And be made partakers of the fellowſhip of his 
f Herings; which,“ ſays he, is to believe in his death 
« and ſufferings; thus it is a precious thing to have fellow- 
« ſhip with him in his ſufferings.” This, I believe, is not 
the apoſtle's meaning in that paſſage. But again, he preach- 
ed a whole ſermon in order to overthrow the doctrine of the 
Trinity; and declared that there were not three perſons, 
but one God in three different characters, as Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt. What he ſaid to prove this error I cannot 
remember; but, upon ſerious reflection, I can now diſcern 
his preaching was with a great degree of pride, preſumption, 
and arrogance. Though, as I then thought, he was clear 
in many of the doctrines of the goſpel; ſuch as election (his 
favourite topic), repentance, the new birth, the neceſſity of 
effectual calling, the ſovereign grace of God, the imputa-. 
tion of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, his atoning blood to purge the 
conſcience from the guilt of ſin, &c. 

Now, Sir, I ſhall give you a ſhort account of my W 
deliverance from the aforeſaid error reſpecting the Trinity. 
About three years and four months ago I came to hear you 
at Providence Chapel. In the courſe of your ſermon you 
was led to ſpeak againſt Arianiſm, and clearly proved the 
perſonality of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt; which at once cut up all the falſe notions T had im- 
bibed concerning the Trinity. I went away, much diſ- 
treſſed in mind, to pray for forgiveneſs; but could not, as it 
ſeemed to me to be unpardonable. I continued ſo for ſome 
time, during which period my airy notions, high thoughts, 

and exalted imaginations, began to come down. I ſtill con- 
tinued to hear you; but had neither a hand to reach, nor 
teeth to chew, thoſe precious things that were held forth 
and ſet before me: fo that I well underſtood that paſſage, | 
which 
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which often followed me“ Bread of deceit is ſweet to a 
* man, but afterwards his mouth ſhall be filled with gra- 
vel.“ According to the good pleaſure of God, who 
10 « worketh all things after the counſel of his own will,” 
I heard you one Lord's-day deſcribing how bent the chil- 
dren of God were to backſlide, both in heart, practice, and 
judgment. And you was ſhewing how far ſome of them 
had gone in each of thoſe particulars ; but more eſpecially 
concerning errors in judgment: and you pointed out what 
groſs ideas ſome had imbibed concerning the Trinity ; and 
had been convinced of it, and reclaimed. —And you con- 
firmed it with this ſcripture - They that marmured ſhall 
learn doctrine, and they that erred in ſpirit hall come to 
„ underſtanding.” I believe in my heart moſt of that diſ- 
courſe was intended for me; becauſe the Lord broke the 
ſnare, ſet my ſoul at liberty, and filled me with godly ſor- 
row, gratitude, and thankfulneſs, to God for his long-ſuf- 
fering mercy and faithfulneſs, in waiting to be gracious to 
ſuch a rebel. When the ſermon was over, I went to the 
veſtry-door, in order to tell you of my happy deliverance; 
but my heart and eyes were both ſo full, that I was obliged 
to retreat. Ever ſince this, you and your doctrine too have 
had a place in my heart and affections, and I believe ever 
will; thovgh I have had many ſharp rebukes and reproofs } 
from you for what has been amiſs, and many a comfortable 
word when dejected and caſt down. 4 TY 99 
I faw three friends from Woolwich yeſterday, and aſked 
one of them (who had been a deacon of his) if Mr. Veſſey | 
did not preach thus concerning the Trinity oF anſwer 
was, © He did; and J received it from him too.“ | 
Pray, Sir, excuſe this ſcrawl, 2s I have but little time to 
ſpare. I beſeech you to remember me at a throne of grace, N 
as I labour under a heavy croſs at preſent. 
I remain your friendin the perfect bond of everlaſting love, 


Britith Muſeum, Now. 26, 1792. JoRN Hoc. 
INI. 


